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\HE devaftation made by the fud- 
den and unexpected appearance of 
the Lues Venerea at the period 
mentioned in the former part of this 
work, called forth the attention of man-« 
kind to the wonderful properties of mer= 
cury ; and fortunate it was for the human 
race, that the knowledge of the remedy 
followed in a few years after the propaga- 
tion of the difeafe. Quickfilver extins 
guifhed, by rubbing it with axungia or 
fome fuch fubftance, had, long before the’ 
era of the Lues Venerea, even from the 
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days of Mahomet, been recommended 
for fome cutaneous difeafes by the Arabian 
phyficians ; but it had been always ufed 
fparingly, and with the utmoft degree of 
caution. 

At firft, fome of the moft ignorant in 
matters of {cience ventured on its appli- 
plication to the Lues Venerea ; from thee, 
it pafled into the hands of Berengarius 
Carpenfis, a very able furgeon, who em- 
ployed it with aftonifhing fuccefs;' and 
after him, it was adopted by Johannes 
de Vigo, and others. It is fomewhat 
firgular, that many of the medical writers 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century 
were, notwithftanding the evident utility 
of mercury, for a number of years, with 
very unbecoming obftinacy, attached to 
their old Galenic rules. But at length, 
though the prejudices againft it were 
vehement, and though many errors mutt 
have been committed, during its early 
exhibition, by a rude and indifcriminate 
application, yet fo ftriking were its ef- 
fects, that it juftly made its way againft 
every obftacle. 

There 
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‘There are three general methods, by 
which this medicine may be abforbed into 
the fyftem, fo as to be capable of adting 
on the conftitution; and on the difeafe. 
Firft: It may be abforbed by the cuti- 
cular pores almoft in any form, but mo- 
dern practice has adopted only one, name- 
ly, that of inun@iion. In which the crude 
mineral, after purification, is extinguifhed 
by long triture with hogs-lard, or fome 
fuch fubftance.. The patient himfelf rubs 
this compofition into the thighs, legs, or 
fome other large furface of his body, with 
his naked hands. The phyficians and 
furgeons of the fixteenth century fre- 
quently caufed the particles of mercury 
_ toenterthe circulation by the fame route, 
but in a different way, by fumigating the 
denuded body; but this practice has been 
long out of ufe. — 
Secondly: It may be received by the 
mouth in a ftate of vapour detached from 
fulphur, by means of heat; as in the 
common method of fumigating the in- 
ternal parts of the throat. 
Ba Thirdly : 
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Thirdly: It may be taken internally 
in a great variety of forms. 

Each of thefe methods of intreducing 
the medicine will ultimately raife the 
fame, or nearly the fame fymptoms of 
falivation and its attendants. But there 
is avery great difference as to the manner 
in which they operate in bringing about 
thefe changes, and there is alfo fome, as 
to the certainty with which they act on 
the difeafe. | ; 

Inundétion is the moft fimple, and at. 
the fame time the\moft certain method of 
employing mercury;; and, generally fpeak~ 
ing, ruffles the conftitution much lefs 
than any other. Jn this way, it may be 
received into the fyftem, and com- 
pletely mixed with the circulating fluids 
in any given quantity, and when the 
mouth becomes at length affected, it is 
in fome meafure fecondarily ; that is, from “y 
the natural attraction, or tendency of the ‘ 
medicine to the falivary glands, after it 
has gone the round of the circulation, ‘in 
a fair and equable manner. Perhaps, it 
acquires the antivenereal effet, or what 

has 
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has been improperly called its {pecific 


power, in confequence of a preceding, or 
attendant internal alteration produced in 
, the animal fluids and on the living power: 
This change it brings about with the leaft 
poffible difturbance to the machine, nei- 
ther irritating the mouth nor the digeftive 
organs, but as a general ftimulant. The 
only inconveniences of the method are, 
an herpetic kind of eruption, which 
fometimes arifes from its local {timulus 
on the part rubbed, and the labour of 
performing the frictions properly: But 
thefe inconveniences are trifling, when 
compared with the manifeft advantages it 
pofiefles over every other method. 

The modern practice of receiving the 
mercurial vapour from a decompofition of 
cinnabar by means of heat, fimply by the 
mouth, has been moft frequently ranked 
among the moft powerful mercurial to- 
pics; and has been ufed, not fo much > 
with the intention to operate on the 
fyftem in general, as to ftop the rapidity 
of a particular fymptom, by its imme- 
diate and local application to the part dif- 
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eafed ; and hence it has conftantly been 
recommended as a powerful means of 
{topping the progrefs of a fpreading ul- 
ceration of the tonfils, uvula, &c. But I, 
muft obferve, that when thus employed, 
although its action is twofold, it is by no 
means fo extenfively ufeful as the method 
firft defcribed. For though it has cer- 
tainly a powerful partial, yet it has, at 
the fame time, but an uncertain, and in 
fome habits, a very weak, general effect 
on the fyftem; and for that reafon, it fol- 
lows, that whenever a more than ordinary 
difpofition to falivation and its confe- 
quences prevails, this, as well as every 
other method of applying mercury di- 
rectly to the falivary glands muft be pre- 
carious; or, in other words, its imme- 
diate ftimulus, on the organs which fur- 
nifh the lymphatic difcharge in falivation 
may bear an over proportion to the quan- 
tity of mercury admitted from the abfor- 
-bents and in actual circulation with the 
general mafs. This obfervation is parti- 
cularly applicable to all thofe who from 
the natural f{ponginefs of their gums, 

from 
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from a fcorbutic acrimony in their blood, 
or other caufes are predif{pofed to falivate 
readily. But when the contrary difpo- 
fition prevails, and there is a great difh- 
culty in raifing falivation, and the proper 
concomitant internal changes, the difeafe 
being at the fame time very little altered; 
in that cafe, a cinnabar fumigation, or 
perhaps any other local mercurial ftimu- 
lant, will aét with the moft clear and de» 
cifive efficacy; and by imparting to the 
medicine the property it wants,—the 
power of falivating ; the cure of the dif- 
eafe immediately follows the painful af- 
feClion of the mouth and falivary glands. 
And when a powerful falivation follows 
this local ftimulus, from the vapour of 
mercury, its general are fometimes no lefs 
remarkable than its partial effects, and 
it feems to cure as perfe@tly as any other 
mode of ufing this medicine.* But it is 
not by any means fo univerfally applica- 
ble to every conftitution as frictions. 

B 4 Mercus 
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Mercurials ufed internally are of various 
kinds and of different degrees ot ftrength. 
‘In all of them the power of raifing fali- 
vation and its ufual attendants feems to 
be the predominant property ; but they 
alfo aét with more or lefs irritation on 
the ftomach and bowels: thus Yurpeth. 
min. in a full dofe operates as an emetic— 
Mercur. cale.—Calomel—Mercur. alcaliz. 
—Argent. Viv. cum Balf. Sulph. ext.— 
Solut. Subl. even in {mall dofes, will fre- 
quently become highly purgative. This 
effeé& makes them inconvenient to thofe 
who have tender bowels; not only from 
their ftimulus on the inteftinal canal, but 
becaufe under this circumftance, only a 
{mall portion of the medicine can enter 
‘the circulation. 

It was formerly a practice to give the 
Turpeth. min. in the dofe of eight grains, 
as an emetic, by way of revulfion in 
hernia humoralis, but this has been long 
fince difufed; however there are fome 
practitioners who ftill employ it in very 
{mall dofes, as half a grain, with fome 
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other lefs irritating preparation of mer- 

cury; and with confiderable fuccefs. 
Mercurius Calc. The crude mineral 
employed in the preparation of this me- 
dicine is generally thoroughly purified, 
and what is rather fingular, after it has 
undergone a calcination for fome months, 
it is neither increafed nor diminifhed in 
its original weight; fo that it is not only 
more free from admixture with foreign 
fubftances, but probably more pure than 
any other chymical preparation. It is 
very active, and at the fame time per- 
fectly fafe. It fhould be levigated with ~ 
the utmoft care, to the greateft degree of 
finenefs; and when fo prepared will fah- 
vate very readily. It is however apt to 
run off by ftool in thofe whofe bowels 

are weak and irritable, | 
Calomel as an antivenereal is not, I be- 
lieve, fo powerful as Merc. Calc. It is 
however when levigated thoroughly, and 
this operation cannot be done with too 
much care, both a fafe and efficacious 
preparation. Though both this and the 
Merc. Calc, are in large dofes highly 
purgative, 


ee 
purgative, yet it isno uncommon thing 
for moderate dofes after two or three days 
exhibition to fet perfectly eafy; the in- 
teftines becoming ina fhort time accuf- 
tomed to the ftimulus. When they irri- 
tate too much they may be reftrained by 
being joined with opium. 

Mercurius alcaliz. and Hydrargy: ex 
tinguifhed by long trituration with Ba/f 
Sulphur. irritate the digeftive organs much 
lefs than any other preparation of mer- 
cury ufed internally that I have hitherto 
employed. They will falivate very rea- 
dily. But the laft, is by far the moft 
powerful, comes the neareft in its opera- 
tion and effects to frictions, and poffeffes 
fo great a degree of antivenereal power, , 
that I have known it cure not only when 
thefe, but the ufual preparations of mers 
cury for internal ufe, have failed, oc) 

Solution of Corrofive Sublimate. In this 
preparation the powers of the medicine, 
as an antivenereal, are greatly limited by 
its extreme acrimony. Though by giving 
the folution in fmall dofes for a length 
of time, we can fometimes very certainly 
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cure, both when the intention ts to fali- 
vate, and when it is not, Yet, whenever 
it is exhibited in a conftitution accuftom- 
ed to the ftimulus of mercury, and in 
fome others, in which the antivenereal 
change in the fyftem is with difficalty 
raifed, the quantity of the medicine in 
a€tual circulation being fmall, the im- 
preffion made on the habit is often too 
weak: other antivenereals muft, there- 
fore, be joined with it to obviate this in- 
convenience; thus frictions, Merc. alcahz. 
or Merc. crud: Balf: Sulph. ext. may be 
M@-added ; and from the operation of the 
two medicines there will frequently re- 
fult a degree of power which they do not 
pofiefs fingly. The beft vehicle for Cor- 
rof. fubl. is brandy; which fhoald be 
diluted with a large portion of fome wa- 
tery fluid. Liquorice tea difguifes the 
metallic tafte of the medicine better than 
any thing I have tried. 

I have given it as my opinion, that 
calomel and the folution of fublimate 
have, with little variation, the fame f{pe-~ 
cific antivenereal effects, as the prepara- 

tions 
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tions of the crude mineral; or, in others 
words; that the power of producing the 
neceflary changes in the animal fluids, 
either with, or without a correfpondent 
affection of the mouth, varies in degree 
only, in the different preparations ; and 
taken, asa general rule, what has been 
faid, is, I believe, firiGly true. 

But with refpect to the folution, there 
feems to be, in theory, a further diftinc- 
tion neceflary. Compare-a grain of cor- 
rofive fublimate, (which is a chymical 
combination of crude mercury and the 
muriatic‘acid) with the fame quantity of 
pil: ex mercur. crud. (balf. fulp. extiné.) 
Divide the grain of mercurial falt, and 
the fame quantity of the pill, into eight 
parts; give an eighth of each, twice a 
day, for feveral days; and obferve the 
refult. There will be a much more 
f{peedy antivenereal effect from the fub- 
limate, than from the preparation of the 
crude mineral; and yet the latter, when 
given in a proper dofe, will cure with 
more certainty: it will cure even when 


frictions have failed.  Whefce arifes 
this 
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this difference? It is, perhps, owing to 
the very intimate combination of the 
mineral with the muriatic acid which 
renders the fublimate readily mifcible, 
and of eafy aflimulation, with the feveral . 
fluids of the body. This property of the 
faline mercurials, may, perhaps, give 
them one advantage over the more grofs 
preparations of the crude mineral, name- 
ly, that, of checking the progrefs of a 
venereal fymptom fooner, than they do. 
If this is really a fact, the mercurial, 
which takes up the largeft proportion of 
falt in combination, would be, perhaps, 
preferable, even to the folution. Ward’s 
white drop anfwers to this defcription ; 
as it is lefs acrid, and probably more 
diffufible in the animal fluids, than fub- 
limate, it may deferve, even as an anti~ 
venereal, more attention than has yet | 
been paid to it.” There até alfo other 
cafes, in which the faline preparations 
may be fingularly applicable. When 
genuine fymptoms of the difeafe; fuch 
as chancres, venereal fore throats, vene~ 
real eruptions, &c. have been broken 

down, 
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down, but not perfeétly eliminated by 
the ufe of mercury, the fymptoms which 
remain, or re-appear, fometimes, take a 
new form. They not only become ano- 
malous; but fhew that the lymphatic 
and nervous fy{tems are viciated in a man- 
ner totally different from what is ob- 
fervable in a pox, uninfluenced by mer- 
cury. I have already mentioned * the 
cafe of a patient, who, after a fuppofed 
cure, had, for many years, a regular fug- 
ceffion of fymptoms, which appeared to 
have the venereal type, but which were 
too imperfectly marked to put on the na- 
tural, and more ufual appearance of the 
difeafe. And I have fometimes obferved, 
long after the cures have been performed, 
that a few folitary eruptions, refembling 
what are called fcorbutic, but with fome- 
thing of the venereal hue about them, 
would break out, and give relief to 
wandering pains. Some of thefe cafes 
may be greatly relieved, and others cured, 
by fuch faline mercurials, as pervade with 
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facility, the finer fecretory organs. In 
thefe cafes, I believe, the folution is pre- 
ferable to calomel, and perhaps, Ward’s 
white drop may be ftill more efficacious, 
than either. When the Lues Veneren 
has paffed its acmé, that is, has proceed- 
ed in its natural courfe till it has pros 
duced an eruption, which has been re 
moved by mercury; and that mercury 
has not cured the difeafe, but only ener- 
vated it, and given occafion to the rife 
of a flight affection of the periofteum of 
fome one, or more bones, then alfo, the 
more active faline preparations, by cir- 
culating readily through parts, which 
the more grofs preparations can reach, 
only by contact, or by producing the 
moft unequivocal general effects on the 
fyftem, may be highly ufeful. 

If mercury is united with one parti- 
cular preparation of antimony, a medi- 
cine will be formed which will approach 
fomewhat to the idea generally enter- 
tained of an alterative antivenereal.— 
Crude mercury, rubbed down with dal/ 
fulphur, we have elfewhere obferved, is 

one 
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one of the beft methods of making a very 
fafe, and active preparation for internal 
ufe. Triture the mineral with flor. fulp. 
and it becomes, as an antivenereal, inert; 
but incorporate calomel with fulp. aur. 
antim. as in Plummer’s pill, and the 
compound fhews more activity than the 
fEthiops, but confiderably lefs, than the 
crude mercury extinguifhed with balfam 
of fulphur; nor has it the fame difpofi- 
tion to falivate, which this laf&t medicine 
always has. Indeed, if a more active 
mercurial is given, after a long continued 
ufe of Plummer’s pills, the mouth will 
fometimes become affected. But when 
employed alone, it very feldom, fhews 
any fuch difpofition * ; and, therefore, is 
rather applicable to fuch cafes of the lues 


as have been already treated with mercury: 
: CMs 


*] have lately met with a fingular inftance of its fali- 
vating violently, from a fudden expofure to cold, by 
getting out of bed in winter, though the quantity of the 
preparation taken amounted only to a few grains.—But 
in this cafe, it was not, in my power to afcertain, whe- 
ther the trituration of the mercurial, with the fulph. 
aur. ant. was properly effected. 
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in a mote powerful form, than to be de- 
pended upon for the actual cure of the 
difeafé. Thus, when a bubo, during a 
mercurial procefs, inftead of healing, be- 
comes what furgeons call phagedenic; a 
cafe, in which the habit is cenerally 
much too irritable, and the blood im- 
poverifhed ; Plummer’s pill will’ fre- 
quently have a very good effect, both 
when given alone, and when employed 
with farfaparilla. And under the fame 
circumitances, the {malleft dofes of ca/o-~. 
mel, mercur. calcinat. and fublimate have 
fucceeded: and probably, in the cafe 
now pointed out, they frequently cure, 
more by correcting the habit, and gra- 
dually meliorating the animal fluids, than 
by their fpecific action, as antivenereals. 
It has been fuppofed that the mere fti- 
mulus of mercury, when kept up for a 
fufficient length of time, would effet a 
cure in the worft cafes, though it pro- 
duced none of thofe effects which are 
conftantly decifive in the treatment of 
venereal patients. If this were true, the 
medicine, whofe properties I am now 
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endeavouring to point out, would be in- 
eftimable. It will, to a certain degree, 
mitigate many of the fymptoms, which 
are truly venereal; but I have never yet 
feen a perfon cured by it. Very {mall 
dofes of calomel, mer. calc. and fublimate, 
are more to be depended upon. But 
they are all inadequate to the end pro- 
pofed; becaufe, when employed iz this 
manner, they have too flight a degree 
of ftimulus; without the very neceflary, 
property of affecting the mouth. And I 
have not yet met with any medicine ca- 
pable of curing the difeafe, that has not 
had, this property. 

The practitioner muft, indeed, er 
very limited ideas, both of the difeafe, and 
the remedy, who confines his refources 
to any one fpecific method, or prepara 
tion of mercury. 

-The difeafe comprehends a great va- 
riety of fymptoms; fome of which are 
eafy, others, very difficult of cure. To 
this variation the known power of the 
medicine muft be properly adapted. It is 
to the full as abfurd to think of curing 


every 
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every f{pecies of fmall-pox, from the 
moft diftinét to the moft confluent, and 
malignant kinds, by one, and the fame 
means, as the Lwes Venerea by any one 
method of employing mercury. And I 
believe the more a man fees of the dif- 
eafe, the more he will be convinced of 
thefe truths: that extenfive views, anda 
liberal accommodation of the leading cir- 
cumftances of the two methods Iam about 
to defcribe, to the different cafes that may 
occur, will give, that general fuccefs in. 
practice; which no over ferupulous ad- 
herence to any one method, or medicine, 
will ever arrive at. 

Some one or more of the preparations 
above mentioned are in general ufe for 
the cure of the Lawes Venerea, and are 
exhibited under two, very different me- 
thods. | 
In the one, the patient is clofely con- 
fined to his chamber or houfe; in the 
other, he takes exercife in the open air, 
and follows with, fome reftriction, his 
ordinary purfuits. The firft, from the 
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confequences generally following it, has 
been called falivation, but as it frequently 
cures, without bringing on either a fore 
mouth or confiderable difcharge of faliva, 
it may with more propriety, be called, 
the method under confinement. The laft, 
from the very flight degree of falivary af- 
fe€tion produced, may be called an al- 
terative courfe. 

In the method of cure under confine: 
ment, there is a quick accumulation of 
the medicine in the fyftem, and a rapid 
progrefs in its effects. In the alterative 
method, a flow one. In this laft, how- 
ever, the quantity taken in the aggregate 
is generally much greater, and hence 
fome have infifted that it muft be more 
completely curative. Without entering 
at prefent into this matter, we {hall only 
obferve, that each method has its advan- 
tages and difadvantages: there are par- 
ticular habits in which the leading cir- 
cumftances of the one method are more 
applicable than the other: there are cer- 
tain ftages of the difeafe which yield 


much ee more readily to the one than 
| meCE 
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the other, and thefe, I fhall endeavour to 
point out. 

Thofe, who have principally favoured 
the alterative method have not failed to_ 
fet before our eyes the pain, the con- 
finement, and other unavoidable incon-= 
veniences of the other method. Some 
of thefe, however, they have greatly ex- 
aggerated, and, as if their fole aim had_ 
been to influence the paflions and ill- 
founded apprehenfions of the weak and 
timorous part of mankind, under the 
word Salivation they have indifcrimi- 
nately, and in the lump, reprobated every 
mercurial affection of the mouth what- 
ever; without affixing a precife or deter= 
minate idea to the term; without noting 
the difference between falivation under 
confinement, and that kind of fore mouth 
which eight times in ten follows the 
alterative method; or, what is more to 
the purpofe; diftinguifhing between a 
fhort, and along continued ptyalifm, a 
flight, ora violent one. But unfortu- 
nately amidft all this their love of refine- 
ment, they have omitted to point out the 
C 3 incon 
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inconveniences (and there certainly are 
fome) of what are called alterative me- 
thods. Thus, by giving only a partial 
view of one of the moft important prac- 
tical queftions in the whole circle of 
phyfic, they have perfuaded all thofe who 
are not competent judges, and thefe, I 
fear, are not a few, that a procefs, which 
in fkilful hands is totally devoid of dan- 
ger, and which in general is not only the 
moft certain, but moft {peedy method of 
curing the worft and moft inveterate 
{tages of the difeafe, fhould be decryed 
in every inftance whatever. For, it has 
been faid, with a great deal more bold- 
nefs than truth, to be ever neceffary. 
This doctrine, Iam forry to fay it, has 
gained ground amazingly ; from that na- 
tural biafs the human mind ever will 
have, toavoid what, in {peculation feems, 
and what in fact fometimes is, a painful 
remedy. It has, from thofe who were 
not thoroughly converfant with the fub- 
ject, very unfortunately for the extenfion 
of practical knowledge, crept into our 
{chools of phyfic; and there are many, 

well- 
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well-difpofed perfons who {till believe it 
rather retards, than promotes the cure of 
the difeafe. This, is by no means the 
whole of the mifchief it has done. It has 
led many young people aftray, and in- 
duced them to feparate two things in 
practice, which are generally, and which 
ever fhould be, infeparable: I mean, the | 
antivenereal power of mercury, from its 
well-known tendency to caufe an affec- 
tion of the mouth. Hence, it has hap- 
pened that the fingle circumftance which 
moft indifputably characterifes the action 
of this medicine from every other, has 
been of late years but little attended to; 
and we have been taught to believe, that 
we could in all cafes know, when it has 
properly entered the circulation; and af- 
certained its effects on the difeafe by other 
circumftances. Notwithftanding which, 
it might be proved with the utmoft eafe, 
that be the method or preparation em- 
ployed what they may, a tendernefs of 
the mouth is, of all the external moft 
obvious effects of the medicine, that, 
which moft certainly, and unequivocally 

oe. marks 


Prgder 


marks, its antivenereal power on the 
difeafe; and that the fingle hinge, on 
which fuccefs turns in every cafe, no 
matter by what method it be treated, is 
the change which takes place in the fyf- 
‘tem at the approach of, and during fali- 
vation. It is true, this change may be 
brought on in fome conftitutions with 
but a flight affeQion of the mouth, but 
it is no lefs fo, that a confiderable one is 
moit frequently raifed, before the decifive 
and neceflary alteration can be produced, 
on the difeafe; I mean, before an obiti- 
nate primary, or fecondary fymptom can 
be cured. | | 
If we for a moment refle€@.on the pe- 
culiar flate of the falivary glands when 
mercurially fore, how totally different 
this is, from the other obvious effects of 
the medicine ; and how much more like- 
ly the fkin, the kidneys, and the intef- 
tines are, to be influenced by adventitious 
circumftances than the mouth; we {hall 
at once fee, that neither increafed per- 
{piration, preternatural flow of urine, 
nor any laxity of the bowels, fhort of a 
.. | ~. dyfenteric 
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dyfenteric kind of purging, can meafure 
the antivenereal power of mercury with 
fo much certainty, as falivation*. How 
often do we fee the moit rebellious {e~ 
condary fymptom withi{tand the fair in- 
troduction of a very large quantity of the 
remedy, without preceiving the {mallet 
favourable alteration! but upon the firft 
appearance of fymptoms of falivation the 
{cene immediately changes; the farther 
progre(fs of the difeafe is {topped at once, 
and from the moft malign, fuddenly puts 
on the moft benign afpect. What fully 
evinces the amazing influence of this 
effect of the medicine, the amendment 
does conftantly, and invariably keep pace 
with the internal changes at fuch time 
going on in the fyftem. And when 
this procefs takes place fully from a very 
fmall quantity of mercury (an accident 
which fometimes happens to the moft 
careful practitioner, though he does his 
utmoft to avoid it) the revolution feems, 

and 


* By falivation is meant, a general affeflion of the 
mouth, with its concomitants, 
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and perhaps in a few cafes, actually is, as 
completely antivenereal, as when twenty 
times the fame quantity has been ufed. 
* This, is a proof, that the good effets 
are 


In the year 1770, a gentleman, who had had the dif- 
eafe upon him for years, applied to me with the follow- 
ing fymptoms:—Very diftrefling venereal pains—nodes 
on both ¢7;e—a few venereal eruptions on his body— 
the ale nafi ulcerated-—the /epium uarium fo greatly cor- 
roded, that there was a very large opening from one 
noftril into the other—ulcerated ton//s—and a large vene- 
real ulcer on the pofterior part of the z/ophagus, with 
great emaciation, The firft night he rubbed in Ung. 
Mer. fort. 2}. and took Calomel gr. ij. and in the courfe 
of that day, to ftop the further progrefs of the ulcerations 
in his throat and nofe, Ciazabar x {s, in the way of fumi- 
gation. As thefe feemed on the following day, to have 
produced no fenfible effect, at twelve o’clock at noon he 
fnmigated again with the fame quantity of Cinnabar ; be- 
fore ten at night he had all the fymptoms of an approach- 
ing falivation, but did not take a grain more mefcury 
for nine days; the falivation, fetor, &c. were confider- 
able ; the fymptoms immediately gave way; the nodes 
foon difappeared ; the ulcerations put on an healthy ap- 
pearance, and when, after nine days continuance, the 
flux began to fubfide; though he aétually feemed to be 
in a manner well, yet having often obferved that a rapid 
falivation from a {mall quantity of mercury fometimes 
deprives the practitioner of an expected cure, the fpitting 
was moderately kept up by frictions, and not difcon- 
tanued till he had ufed two ounces of the Uxg. Mtr. fort. 

Aftere 
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are not afcribable to the mere quantity of 
medicine, but to fome other caufe.’ Sy- 
denham, whofe fagacity in defcribing the 
natural appearances of difeafes, was only 
equalled by his honetty in fairly relating 
the effets, which medicine had on them, 
believed that the Lawes Venerea was not 
curable by any quality of mercury, pure- 
ly {pecific, but by falivation only. And 
however much that doctrine may contra- 
di& modern opinions in this and other 
countries, a rigid mercurial courfe under 
confinement would never be had recourfe 
to, as the laft refource of the unfortu- 
nate, when the violence of the difeafe has 
repeatedly baffled the feveral alterative 
methods now in vogue, if it had not a 
faperior antivenereal power. ‘The confe- 
quences refulting from a fair and full 
affection of the mouth and falivary 
glands, were too ftriking to efcape the 

difcern~ 


Afterwards he was put upon an alterative courfe, taking 
Calomel gr. ij. omni node cum deco@. fearf. \bj. per diem. 
He is now living, and never had an ach or a pain of the 
venereal kind fince—nor the fmalleft return of any one 
venereal fymptom. 
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difcernment of this great man, who_has 
very judicioufly connected the moft ob- 
vious and general effect of the remedy 
with the cure of the difeafe. Subfequent 
writers have endeavoured to gain the fame 
end by different means; but the great, 
the leading principle has remained to the 
prefent day, fomewhat changed indeed, 
but not materially altered; for we mutt, 
in all obftinate cafes, and in every me-~ 
thod of treatment, ftill look up to a 
mercurial affection of the mouth, if we 
mean to make perfe& cures in fo rebel- 
Hious a difeafe as the Lues Venerea real- 
ly is. | | 

A rigid mercurial courfe under con- 
finement, in which the dofes of the fti- 
mulant are large and repeated at fhort 
intervals, whether the affeGtion of the 
mouth and falivary glands be confider- 


able or otherwife, has been called faliva- 
tion; and it may be relied on, as a fact 


that the more violent the affeCtion, c@- 
teris paribus, the greater will be its anti- 
venereal power. But when I lay down 
, that 
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that pofition, I fay alfo, that this power 
is certainly in fome inftances to be 
obtained, even under the clofeft con- 
finement, without falivation; or at leaft 
with fo trifling an affection, as not to 
deferve the name: as when a copious 
fecretion from the inteftines or other 
parts makes. up for the deficiency. And 
cures are fometimes performed in a few 
excentric cafes, without a difcharge of: 
faliva, or any other very remarkable eva- 
cuation. This can be no argument againft 
the great utility of the method under 
confinement, nor againit the propriety 
of affecting the mouth. It only thews 
that the internal, moft effential effects 
of the medicine may, and fometimes do 
follow without any external mark or 
fymptom, ftrongly denoting the operas 
tion of the medicine as a powerful eva- 
_ cuant. It points out that nature is every. 
way equal to her own work, and can 
fupply in fome fecret manner this feem- 
ing defect. But by no means that we 
can con{tantly produce the decilive anti- 
venereal changes in the animal fluids at 

| pleafure, 
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pleafure, without their moft frequent at- 
tendants, a general affection of the mouth 
and. falivary glands; indeed excepting this 
kind of cafe, and thofe in which fome 
other outlet fupplies the place of the 
falivary fecretion, the affection of the 
mouth and internal changes go hand in 
hand. , 

A predifpofition to a fore mouth can- 
not always be known @ priori; nor, fo 
uncertain is the operation of mercury, 
can the affection be prevented in fome 
conftitutions, if it could. There are a 
great number of cafes in which the me- 
dicine muit be introduced in full dofes, 
and with as much expedition as is con- 
fiftent with fafety, if we mean to ftop 
the progrefs of an alarming fymptom ; 
the internal changes on which the anti-: 
venereal power more immediately de- 
pends muft be brought about as foon as 
poflible; of courfe the affection of the 
mouth, even though it. fhould amount to 
falivation, is a fubordinate confideration, 
and muft be rifqued. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances the idiofyncrafy, more than 


the 
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the management of the practitioner, will 
determine whether the mouth fhall be 
much or little affected ; but be that as it 
may, the inconvenience muft be fub- 
mitted to, becaufe it is, for the moft part, 

unavoidable. eo 
What has been faid of the great anti- 
venereal power of a. regular mercurial 
courfe under confinement, in which a 
greater or lefs degree of falivation gene- 
rally arifes, is not only true in fac, but 
a very good reafon may be given why it 

nis. fo, 4. | 

When the medicine cures, and no re- 
markable evacuation has followed a plen- 
tiful introduétion of mercury, under con« 
finement, amongft other effects may be 
obferved inflammatory diathefis, proftra- 
tion of ftrength, and general emaciation, 
perhaps with fome fmall degree of fetor, 
Though thefe fymptoms are never raifed 
in fuch a cafe without fome difficulty 
and by a long continued ufe of the fti- 
mulant. If they were never perceivable 
but when falivation’ was taking place, we 
might fay with Sydenham, that the Lues 
Venerea 
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Venerea was only to be cured by produs 
cing a confiderable affection of the mouth 
and falivary glands. But fince experience 
teaches us, that cures are fometimes per- 
formed without this effec of mercury, 
fome other principle muft be fought for, 
to elucidate this very difficult problem. 
And the truth perhaps is, that inflam- 
matory diathefis, proftration of ftrength, 
emaciation, and fetor point to other 
changes in the fyftem, which may 
very. properly be faid to be internal: the 
whole number of which have not yet 
been difcovered, but fome however we 
do know: among which may be reckon= 
eda melting down, attenuation, or fin- 
gular f{pecies of putrefaction of the animal 
fluids. Thefe, if I miftake not, take 
place when the medicine does not, as 
well as when it does falivate; I mean. 
when it cures: and they are what I would 
call the decifive antivenereal effects of mer- 

cury. 
‘Let the affection of the mouth be what 
it may, thefe internal changes, if they be 
properly brought on, and continued for a 
fufiicient 
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fufficient length of time by the ftimulis 
of the medicine, will eradicate the poi- 
fon, and perfectly cure the moft inve- 
terate fecondary fymptoms of the difeafe. 
As I have already hinted, they will fome- 
times cure without any very confiderable 
or fenfible evacuation from the fyftem ; 
but whilft this putrefactive procefs is 
going on internally, there-is a corre- 
fpondent very furprifing effort imparted 
to the fyftem, of forcing open, as it. were 
by the impetus of the medicine, one or 
more outlets or fets of excretory veffels, 
and ftimulating them to a difcharge of 
their fluids. When thefe circumftances 
concur, that is, when to inflammatory 
diathefis, protration of ftrength, fudden 
emaciation and fztor of the breath, as 
the types of the putrefactive or attenu- 
ating internal procefs, there is joined a 
confiderable increafed fecretion from the 
{kin, inteftines, kidneys or falivary glands, 
then, the antivenereal power 1s moft rapid 
and ftriking; and hereby is pointed out, 
that, when once the putrefactive procefs is 
fairly raifed by the medicine, the properties 

VoL. I, D | of 


ee 


[34 =] 


of the animal fluids are not only altered, 
but that the venereal virus connected 
with thofe fluids, or attached to the living 
power, actually undergoes a fimilar change 
with them: and when fitted for expul- 
fion, by this wonderful operation, is 
thrown off or evacuated from the fyftem. 
And the true caufe, I believe, why the 
courfe I am about to defcribe more par- 
ticularly, mom frequently cures with the 
greateft eafe and rapidity, in the very 
worft ftages of the difeafe, is not fimply 
becaufe it falivates, but ‘becaufe in that 
kind of courfe in which a confiderable 
affection of the mouth generally comes 
on, the medicine ats with the greateft 
force, producing in the mott perfect man- 


ner all the requfite internal changes. And 


when its operation is thus complete, it 
is not only a powerful ftimulant, and 
promoter of a fingular kind of putrefac- 
tion, but alfo a very confiderable evacuant. 
As a fair falivation, (taking the term in 
its common acceptation,) will give the 
fulleft view of thefe fingular phenomena, 
I fhall proceed toa defcription of fuch 

parts 
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parts ‘of this procefs as appear to me 
likely to illuftrate the doCtrine I with to 
eftablifh. 

A man is ordered for a venereal com- 
plaint to confine himfelf to his room, and 
is wholly or in part debarred from the 
ufe of fpirituous and {trong fermented 
liquors, and fuch generous food as he had 
been accuftomed to ina ftate of healthe 
The confinement obliges him to breathe 
an air very different, as a refpirable fluid, 
from that of the external atmofphere, 
and this circumftance alone ftrongly dif- 
pofes him to weaknefs and putrefaGtion. 
In this fituation he rubs in a {mall or 
full dofe of the Ung. Merc. fort. accord- 
‘ing to the urgency of his fymptoms, and 
his fuppofed predifpofition to falivation, 
every night; night and morning; or 
every fecond or third night. The firft 
effects of the medicine are thofe of a ge- 
neral ftimulant, an increafed heat, with 
a pulfe more frequent, fuller, and ftronger 
than natural. Thefe are moft evident foon 
after the frictions, efpecially if the {to- 
mach fhould happen to be, at that time, 

2 loaded 
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loaded with food: thofe who have rubbed 
in feveral dofes have very frequently a re- 
markable beating of the temporal and 
carotid arteries, which they feel foon af- 
ter the introduction of the medicine when 
they are warm in bed. In a fhort time 
from the commencement of the courfe, 
when the patient awakes in the morning 
he perceives a clamminefs of his tongue; 
an uncommon metallic tafte in his mouth; 
fome degree of thirft, with an uneafinefs 
in his head like that from hard drinking, 
and with a fimilar kind of languor and 
acceleration of the pulfe. In proportion 
to the number of frictions employed, and 
according to the care taken to get the 
particles of mercury through the pores of 
the fkin, fo is its accumulation in the 
fyftem confiderable, or otherwife. The 
difturbance once raifed by A fingle fric- 
tion is gradually kept up by thofe which 
follow : and thus an increafed action in 
the feveral vafcular fyftems of the body 
prevails conftantly, by day as well as by 
night, with an artificial febrile exacerba- 


tion (if I may be allowed that expreffion) © 
which 
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which is generally moft evident at night, 
a fhort time after each friGtion. . After 
the ftimulant has thus operated upon the 
fyftem in general, for a fhorter or a longer 
{pace of time (for it is matter of great un- 
certainty, whether the following fymp< 
toms are raifed by two or three dofes, .or 
by a greater number) a confiderable in- 
creafe of the general inflammation, dif- 
pofition to coftivenefs, | enlargement and 
_ tendernefs of the falivary glands, languor, 
heat and forenefs of the gums and _ parts 
within the mouth, an unufual flow of 
faliva, and fetor of the breath arife. 
Thefe are at firft not very diftreffing ; but 
if they go on fo as to form what may be 
calied full falivation, they very foon be- | 
come confiderable. The fymptomatic 
ever is increafed ftill more, the falivary 
glands and gums are painfully tender ; 
the fides of the tongue, the tonfils, the 
orifices of the falivary dudts, and the in- 
ternal furfaces of the cheeks become ul- 
cerated; he is {pitting every minute, or 
perhaps the faliva dribbles out involunta- 
rily and the cheeks and lips are fomewhat 


D 3 preter- 


x38 4 


preternaturally fwollen. The fetor, which 
was before trifling, is now extremely 
great, and taints the room to fuch a de- 
gree, that upon opening the chamber 
door, a judge, without looking at the pa- 
tient, or enquiring whether he was in a 
falivation, from this circumftance of fetor 
would know he was in that fituation. 
The pain and conftant irritation to {pit 
keep him awake, and almoft deprive him 
of fleep; he feels himfelf inexprefflibly 
languid; becomes fuddenly thinner, and 
from the determination of the circula- 
tion and living power to the fauces and 
great difpendium of faliva, the coftive- 
nefs, which came on at the commence- 
ment of the flux, fometimes continues 
throughout the whole of it; till the fali- 
vary difcharge and local irritation about 
the fauces are almoft fubfided. What is 
remarkable, the coftivenefs is fometimes 
the forerunner of the other fymptoms, 
and points out the approaching ftorm. 
Before the affeGtion of the mouth has 
gained the height juft defcribed, a favour- 
able alteration is generally perceivable on 

the 
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the face of the difeafe; but fometimes 
when the fymptom is an old fecondary, 
or even an obftinate primary one, as an 
ill-conditioned {preading chancre, the 
feetor, and other fymptoms of falivation 
muft be very confiderable before the pro- 

per healthy change can take place. 
Sydenham fays, that the fymptoms ge- 
nerally go off after the fourth day from 
the height of the falivation; and that is 
certainly not unfrequently the cafe, but 
it fometimes happens that they go off 
more ‘gradually, and fometimes much 
fooner, even in a few hours, when the 
revolution is rapid and violent. A man 
fhall have a venereal node or venereal far - 
cocele over night, and they fhall be gone 
by the next day; another fhail have a 
{mall chancre, or venereal fore throat, 
the former fhall be perfeQtly healed in as 
fhort a {pace of time, and the latter thall 
almoft immediately alter its venereal ap- 
pearance, and look like a healthy granu- 
lating fore. Sometimes, though the 
‘practitioner fhall be fome days, perhaps 
weeks, before he can raife a proper af- 
D4 fection 


[ 40 ] 

feGtion of the mouth, the difeafe will, 
during the whole of that time, remain 
unaltered, until that period arrives at 
which the falivation and its ufual atten- 
dants become confiderable; then, but not 
till then, does the decifive revolution 
commence, which is to end in the per- 
fect cure of the difeafe. So that the change 
from ficknefs to health is more or lefs 
fudden, according to the violence of the 
fymptoms produced by the medicine: 
and the cure feems brought about, more 
by falivation and its immediate confe- 
quences, than by the preceding long con- 
tinued application of the ftimulant. 
‘Though there can be no doubt but that 
a proper degree of ftimulus from a fuffi- 
cient quantity of mercury is to the full 
as neceflary inthe cure, as falivation, or 
any of its attendants, although its action 
on the difeafe is not fo evident: and it is 
only by a happy combination of thefe 
and other circumftances that fuccefs is to 
be expected. The quantity of faliva dif- 
charged is variable; fometimes it con- 
tinues to flow for a confiderable time 

after 
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after the procefs has got to its height, and 
at another, though the ulcerations thall 
be general, and all the other fymptoms 
in due degree, yet the difcharge of faliva 
after the firft two or three days fhall be 
{mall in quantity. It may be right to 
remark on this fymptom, that though we. 
have been recommended by fome of the 
beft authors to regulate our conduct by 
the quantity of faliva evacuated, and in 
fome cafes it may be a good rule, yet there 
are other and better criteria by which we 
may meafure the antivenereal power of the 
remedy on the difeafe. Thefe may be 
gathered from the quantity of mercury 
employed and retained in the fy{tem with- 
out running off too haftily by any one 
or more outlets; from its effect on the 
difeafe; from the degree and duration 
of the putrefaction of the fauces and 
feveral fluids of the body; from the 
languor, weaknefs, emaciation, &c.— 
that there is a particular f{pecies of putre- 
faction is evident from all the fymptoms. 
The languor and weaknefs, which are 
always confiderable when the medicine 

acts 
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acts powerfully as an antivenereal, in | 
every mercurial courfe, would lead to a 
fufpicion that a change in the circulating 
fluids was of the putrid kind: But when 
to thefe are added other circumftances, 
and in particular the fetor, which pro- 
bably arifes, as well from the lungs, as 
from parts within the mouth, the opinion 
feems to be indifputable. Why does 
blood drawn from a perfon in an high 
falivation, or from one whofe fy{tem is 
loaded with mercury, in the act of re= 
moving venereal fymptoms in an altera- 
tive courfe, when it fhews only a ten- 
dency towards falivation, always flow 
from a wound, be it ever fo {mall, with 
uncommon freedom? Why does it ap- 
pear broken in its texture, and thinner 
than natural, if not from avery fingular 
kind of attenuation or putrefaction it is 
then undergoing? Why is the urine ge- 
nerally of a dark brown colour, fome- 
times with a fediment like dirt, if not 
from the fame caufe ? Does not that very 
remarkable coftivenefs which frequently 
continues in fome falivations for a week, 

| ten 
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ten days, a fortnight, or longer, confi- 
derably heighten this power in the me- 
dicine of raifing a general flate of pu- 
tridity ? 
But itis a putridity fui generis, unlike 
every other, that is known to effect the 
human frame.—lIt is fhort lived, and in- 
timately connected with an invigorating 
principle—For it muft be noted, that 
throughout the whole progrefs of faliva- 
tion, even at the period when the fetor 
and proftration of ftrength, &c. are at 
the height, there are latent fymptoms of 
ftreneth generated by the ftimulus of the 
remedy, combined with, but kept under 
by thofe of putrefaction; which do not 
indeed then appear, but which immedi- 
ately thew themfelves on the fubfidence 
of the flux. Hence it is, that though a 
man after falivation comes out from his 
confinement much thinner than he was 
before, yet he looks well, and has an un- 
common propenfity to reacquire fpeedily 
his former health and ftrength; his fpirits 
are good, and have been rifing from the 
time the fymptoms of putrefaction began 
to 


fraa 4 

to decline; he is voracioufly hungry; the 
quick depletion of his vefiels is followed 
by as fudden a repletion, and he general- 
ly becomes fatter than he was before. 
There are then two oppolite effects arifing 
from a powerful action of mercury; one 
of which promotes, and the other retards 
putrefation. We can trace this power 
in the early progrefs of a mercurial 
courfe till weaknefs is produced; we then 
lofe it for a time, but the moment it 
ceafes to weaken, its propenfity to invi- 
gorate fhews itfelf again. And from this 
circumftance it is, that if in any mercus 
rial courfe the genuine antivenereal ef- 
fects have not been raifed, and the fur- 
ther application of the ftimulant is dif- 
continued for two or three days, the 
fymptoms of {trength fo foon appear, and 
get fuch entire poffeflion of the habit, as 
to render a fubfequent attempt to raife 
fymptoms of putrefaction difficult. It 
alfo, in fome meafure, explains why the 
fecond produétion of falivation is often 
not fo eafy, or to be effected by fo fmall 
a quantity of the ftimulant, as the firft; 
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T mean when the firft falivation has en- 
tirely fubfided and the medicine been 
fairly evacuated. 

Mercury acts as an univerfal ftimulant 
upon the irritable parts of the fyftem par- 
ticularly upon the lymphatics; and this 
is perhaps one reafon why venereal buboes 
frequently fuppurate at the clofe of a {e- 
vere mercurial courfe. This fyftem of 
veffels has its power of abforption in- 
creafed, not only before the operation of 
the medicine has produced falivation, but 
alfo, when it is actually prefent ; and after, 
when the patient has fufered a thorough 
depletion of his veffels, and is re-acquiring 
his former ftrength *. Thefe veffels are 

certainly 


* The fudden emaciation immediately coming on at 
the commencement of the internal putrefactive procefs, 
would incline one to fuppofe that at that period the ab- 
forbents are acting with the greateft power; but the fol- 
lowing cafe feems to fhew that this poweris moft preva- 
lent in the convalefcent ftate of the patient, when, after 
a. confiderable depletion of the veffels, the ftrength is re- 
turning under the influence of air, exercife, and a gene- 
rous diet:—-A gentleman, fome years ago, having a vene- 
real farcocele of one tefticle, and an hydrocele on the 
other, with eruptions, &c. was under the neceflity of un- 
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certainly the canals by which the venes 
real poifon enters the circulation ;. and 
they may perhaps be the outlets by which 
it efcapes, after it has been changed, as 
already obferved, by undergoing a fimilar 
putrefactive procefs with the blood. Per- 
haps, even the natural properties of the 
lymph may be altered. 

The languor and proftrationof ftrength 
point out alfo an affection of the nervous 
power, as well as putrefaction of the 
fluids. In every ftage of the Lues Ve- 
nerea this part of the fyftem is in one 
fhape or other acted upon, if not altered 
by the poifon: even in its firft fymptom, 
a chancre, the nerves of the part on which 
the fermentation of the infe@tious fluid 
produces ulceration are in a morbid ftate: 
a degree of irritability being conftantly 

imparted 


dergoing a falivation for a cure;—the farcocele was. per- 
feétly removed, with the other venereal fymptoms; but 
the hydrocele remained unaltered. Within a month, 
however, from the time of cure, to his great furprife, he ) 
found his hydrocele infenfibly diminifh; and at lat dif. 
appear ; leaving the tefticle fuller than natural, but withe 
out the fmalleft perceivable portion of water, 
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imparted to them, greatly beyond what 
they ever poflefs, naturally. And, when 
the difeafe is more advanced, there is a 
general difpofition to metaflafis; which 
never leaves the patient entirely till he: is 
perfectly cured: and this is perhaps owing 
to a morbid modification of the nervous 
power, generated by difeafe. So that it 
is probable, that mercury may have a fur- 
ther operation on this part of the fyftem, 
over and above that already mentioned, 
arifing from the production of a fingular 
fpecies of putrefaction of the fluids. 

Let the courfe be what it may, whe- 
ther the affeGtion of the mouth be con- 
fiderable or otherwife; the number of 
frictions, whether more.or lefs, fhould 
if pofible form one well-connected and 
uninterrupted whole. Each preceding 
friction fhould leave an impreflion which 
fhould be kept up.and increafed by thefe 
which follow. And in that manner a 
fair accumulation of the particles of mer- 
cury muft be effected; which, towards 
the clofe of the courfe, fhould act as one 
large and entire dofe on every, the mott 

remote 
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remote part of the fyftem. Without a 
careful attention to this rule, in fome 
habits, neither the proper action of the 
veffels, nor putrefaction of the fluids can 
be brought on. 

From what has been faid, the reader 
will immediately fee why a quick appli- 
cation of mercury, under confinement, 
diminifhes its tendency to ad as a 
ftrengthening ftimulant: at leaft for a 
time. And why a flow introduction of 
the fame medicine as in an alterative way, 
with a free allowance of good air, exer- 
cife, and a fubftantial diet, promotes it. 
The predifpofing caufes of putrefaétion, 
which are conftantly prefent in the one 
method, but wanting in the other, will 
for ever diftinguifh them as means of 
cure: and point out the propriety of ap- 
plying, either the one or the other ac- 
cording to the prevailing idiofyncrafy of 
the patient. And alfo why the pre- 
difpofing circumftances of the one method 
may, occafionally, be applied to the other. 
Thus, under confinement, it may be 
fometimes neceflary to let in good re- 
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{pitable air, to prevent too great a degree 
of putridity. So in the alterative me- 
thod, it may be often proper, to confine 
the patient to the houfe, efpecially to- 
wards the clofe of the courfe, in order to 
bring iton. 

It has been already obferved, that if 
the medicine falivates fully, and with ~ 
violence, it will fometimes cure, though 
the quantity received into the circu- 
lation be remarkably fmall. But 
many fuch kind of cafes are liable to great 
fufpicion. For, among the-conftitations 
moft readily affected by {mall dofes, there 
is one which cannot always be known @ 
priort; in which the ftimulant is apt to 
" run off too haftily by the mouth, without 
making the proper impreflion on the 
other parts of the fyftem. This kind of 
habit I call feorbutic, by which term; I 
mean a gencral tendency to putrefaction. 
In fuch conftitutions, without the ut- 
moft care even repeated courfes under 
confinement will fometimes fail: the me- 
dicine faddenly laying hold of the mouth, 
the fymptoms being violent, and the flux 

oucile E great, 
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great, the patient is thereby for fome 
days precluded from the further ufe of 
the remedy ; the falivation continuing 
till he is greatly weakened, at length 
{tops, re infecta; the quantity of mer- 
cury received, having been not only too 
{mall, but evacuated too foon. 

In a cafe of this kind, a cure was at- 
tempted four different times under con- 
finement and every courfe failed. Some 
of the fymptoms of the difeafe being only 
mitigated, and fome changed into others ;: ' 
the difpofition to metaftafis remaining. 
In this inftance a perfe& cure was at laft 
obtained by counteracting the too great 
tendency to falivation and putrefaCtion ;. 
by. avoiding confinement for a confider- 
able time, and by recommending daily a 
guarded expofure to country air, with a 
plain ftrengthening diet, divefted as much 
as poflible of flimulating fubftances ; and 
under cover of thefe, caufing a larger ac- 
cumulation of the remedy in the fyftem 
than in any of the preceding courfes. By 
this management a fifth falivation, more 
violent and ef longer duration than any 
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of the former came on, as the others had 
done, without the furgeon having it in 
his power to prevent it: but this was fol- 
lowed by a permanent cure; and is one 
proof, amongft many others, that might 
be given, of the inefficacy of an alterative 
courfe of mercury, and great power of 
falivation in particular ftages of the dif- 
eafe. * From this cafe, the great necef- 
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* A gentleman came from abroad emaciated to the 
laft degree, and covered from head to foot with eruptions, 
not of the true copper colour, but florid, and containing 
a kind of watery fluid, like the ichor of the itch; he had 
no pains, but before the eruption appeared, had fuffered 
much from what he called the rheumatifm. As it was 
poffible his complaints might not be of the venereal kind, 
a weak mercurial cerate was applied to his fores. In two 
or three days it falivated him; the puftules which before 
contained a fluid and were prominent, by the adtion of the 
falivation, fubfided, and the marks left had the true cop- 
per hue: a node on each elbow near the olecranon foon 
appeared after the fubfidence of the flux, with a frefh 
though lefs confiderable eruption. When he had been to 
appearance fufficiently ftrengthened by bark, &c. an in- 
ernal mercurial in a very {mall dofe was given him daily, 
yet this alfo fuddenly raifed an affection of the mouth; 
which feemed to remove the eruption completely, together 
with the nodes: but within a month a few partial puftules 
were perceived on both legs; after thefe had continued 

fome 
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fity of attending to the general health of 
thofe who are obliged to undergo fevere 
mercurial courfes is fufficiently evident. 
The fault of the conftitution fhould be, 
if poffible, correéted before the exhibi- 
tion of mercury, and moft carefully coun- 
teracted during the progrefs of the courfe 
by proper remedies. The cafe I have 
given points out a moit material curative 
indication, namely, an action on the folids 
and fluids refulting from the retention 


of 


fome time, and his health was feemingly eftablifhed, an 
internal mercurial (the /olut. of fublimate in decod. farf.) 
was given him: he had not taken three grains of the fub- 
limate in this way, and in the fmalleft dofes, before he 
was falivated for the third time. The eruption went, but 
in two or three months the difeafe fprouted out in a new 
form, and fhewed itfelf by a thickening of the mufcles, 
followed by deep floughy ulcerations on the outfide of the 
calfof one leg. Friétions were now had recourfe to, zfs. 
Ung. M. fort. was rubbed below the ulceration every other 
night. In a fhort time, that is, within three weeks, this 
alfo produced falivation, which to all appearance had cured 
the difeafe; but the ulceration returned, was larger and 
more painful than ever, and {pread at a great rate; by the 
ufe of che carrot poultice, by reft, opium, and Plummery’s 
alterative pill, the fore was got into fo fmall a compafs that 
he could walk out. Inthis ftate he was fent into the coun- 
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of a due, but indeterminate quantity of 
mercury, which action fhould be not 
only fufficiently ftrong, but equable over 
every part of the fyftem, and exerted for 
a fufficient length of time: I fay indeter- 
 minate, becaufe the quantity muft vary 
in different perfons, and can only be re- 
gulated by the habit of the patient, by the 
effe&ts raifed in the fyftem, and by its 
operation on the fymptoms of the difeafe. 
Therefore, whenever a {alivation comes 
on, efpecially if it has arifen premature- 
dy, the praCtitioner fhould exercife his 
‘ 7 be ae judgment 


Ary, and direéted to take moderate exercife, under the diet 
defcribed, in the open air: When his health was tho. 
roughly recruited, he had recourfe again to the So/ut, /udl. 
and deco, far/. rubbing in z's. Ung. Mer, fort. alternis | 
wodibus. "The quantity of the folutton was gradually in- 
creafed from one 16th of a grain to one 8th of a grain in 
twenty-four hours: notwithflanding the care he took to 
introduce the medicine in fuch manner as to prevent a 
premature affection of the mouth, and was daily expofed 
to good refpirable air, yet it falivated him again after he 
had taken it about a month, and with more violence than 
3t had ever done before. The falivatian came on fuddenly, 
and he {pit three pints a day till the twenty-fecond day ; 
after which it gradually went off, and he had the fatisfac- 
tion to find his fofferings at an end, and that he had, at 
daft, obtained a cure. 
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judgment and determine from a due con- 
fideratton of all the circumftances before 
him, whether the affection of the mouth 
is partial, or complete in all its parts; 
that is, whether, to the local effe@ of 
falivation there is alfo joined a fufficient 
degree of action in the medicine, as a 
mercurial ftimulant. If the courfe is 
defeGtive in this particular, and the fa- 
livation is too violent to admit of the 
further ufe of mercury with fafety, he 
muft have recourfe to it immediately on 
the very firft fubfidence of the flux: but 
aif the affection of the mouth, though 
confiderable, is not fo violent as to for- 
bid its application, and he perceives that 
‘the difeafe is not likely to be cured, efpe- 
cially if neither the fetor, languor, nor 
_putrefaction bear a due proportion to the 
effect on the falivary glands, he may with 
to avail himfelf of this critical period. 
If that fhould be his intention, and he 
is defirous of introducing a greater quan- 
tity of mercury, he muft proceed with 
caution: for, as on the one hand, this is 
the point of time at which he may, if he 
pleafes, 
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pleafes, almoft inftantly produce the moft 
powerful antivenereal effects of which 
this medicine is capable; fo on the other, 
by urging it too far, and thereby ftimu- 
dating or weakening too much, he may do 
an irrepatable injury. And a very {mall 
dofe at fuch time will operate with won- 
derful increafe of power, both as a fpur 
to the fymptoms peculiar to falivation, 
and as an antivenereal. But when that 
time is over, the effects of the medicine 
as a {trengthening ftimulant begin to ap- 
pear ; and then, nature will generally bear 
and indeed requires its introduction in 
larger quantity. The fooner we have re- 
courfe to the ftimulant after the fubfi- 
dence of the falivation, the more power- 
fully will it act. And in this place I muft 
mention a circumftance of no {mall con- 
fequence. When the feveral dofes have 
once raifed falivation, &c. we certainly 
Jofe the moft favourable opportunity of 
ferving the patient if we fuffer the affec- 
tion of the mouth and its concomitants 
to flaz too foon, by difcontinuing the 
medicine, or by letting in good refpira- 
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ble air; for the invigorating power of 
the remedy. will immediately take the 
lead and keep poffeflion of the habit. 
The ftimulant fthould therefore be re- 
peated, if poflible, again and again with- 
out intermiffion, till the effeéts on the 
fyftem correfpend with the quantity of 
mercury received, and till both have ma- 
nifefted a proper action on the difeafe by 
the total and perfect removal of all its 
fymptoms; or, in other words, the ac- 
cumulated force of the feveral connect- 
ed dofes fhould continue conftantly in- 
creafing till the difeafe is perfectly gone. 
And experience will warrant the affertion, 
when I fay, that in an obftinate fymptom 
itis much fafer to perfiftin the ufe of the 
remedy fome time longer. When this is 
properly attended to, the cure will be 
eafy and effected within a fhort {pace of 
time; when it is not, flow and difficult. 
For it is by no means the fame thing, 
whether the medicine is introduced by 
a full and uninterrupted accumulation 
till it has had the proper operation on the 
fyftem and on the difeafe; or whether, 
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from a too great dread of the prefent afs 
fection of the mouth, we defift too foon 
from the ftimulant, and endeavour to in- 
ereafe the accumulation after that affec- 
tion has fubfided. Whoever has inadver~ 
tently let flip the critical time of expedit- 
ing the cure when the falivation was con- 
fiderable, muft be fenfible of the difficul- 
ty of re-producing the proper putrefac- 
tive changes, which in fome cafes can 
never be done, till a fecond more con- 
fiderable affection of the mouth than the 
firt, has been brought on. The ap~ 
parent removal of one or more venereal 
fymptoms is not always to be trufted to. 
For there is moft frequently another and 
more extenfive intention to be anfwered ; 
namely, the total deftruCtion of a poifon 
moit intimately blended and as it were 
aflimulated with the conftitution. And 
experience fully evinces, that this necef- 
fary object camsiot be obtained, but by the 
perfect ang unmutilated produGion of 
thofe effential internal, and external 
changes, which are infeparable, from a 
powerful operation of the medicine on the 
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fyftem ; which fhould be properly raifed 
and kept. up, as occafion requires, by a 
due quantity of the ftimulant. Vene- 
real eruptions, nodes, venereal farcoceles 
have been perfectly removed without 
curing the difeafe. Even in the common 
primary {fymptom, a chancre, it is fre- 
quently not only neceffary to heal it, per- 
fedtly, by the general action of the me- 
dicine alone; but to continue the ftimu- 
lant fome time longer. We fhould not 
only remove a venereal eruption, but if 
the medicine fails to produce a fair and 
full effect on the fy{tem, the difeafe will 
be very readily tranflated from the fkin, 
to the membranous furfaces, particularly 
to the periofteum; and pains in the 
limbs, or perhaps nodes, will follow, 
Though I mean to treat this part of my 
fubjeGt more in detail hereafter, yet there 
is a circumftance with regard to the treat- 
ment of a venereal eruptien which has 
not been, I believe, attended ‘to. When 
thereis a confiderable number of eruptions 
{pread over the whole body, it is no un- 
common thing for the firft dofes of the 
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medicine to remove the greater part of 
them, two or three onlyremaining. Thefe 
will fometimes continue, during the 
whole progrefs of the cure, and if the 
medicine is not perfifted in till after it 
has produced in the centre of each pock 
a palifh dent or pit, the patient will not 
be fecure. Nay, in one cafe, (indeed it 
was in an alterative courfe,) the difpofi- 
tion to venereal metaftafis remained, 
though this rule was moft carefully fol 
lowed, : 

It fometimes happens, that though the 
intention is to falivate under the pre~ 
difpofing circumftance of confinement, yet 
we are foiled in our attempts to raife 
this effect from the medicine. If a mercu- 
rial griping, and tendency to a purging 
fhould come on they may compenfate, 
in a great meafure, for the deficiency : 
in this cafe a warm opiate, properly 
given, and repeated prore natéd, will not 
only procure immediate eafe, but, by 
quieting the irritation in the bowels, 
and at the fame time promoting coftive- 

nefs, 
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nefs, will bid fair to bring on an affection 
of the mouth. 

But when the medicine has: been 
ufed for ‘many days, in the. largeft 
dofes, and under the moft rigid confine- 
ment, and yet has not the effects juft 
mentioned, it may be afked, How are 
we to proceed, or to know, that it is 
acting properly on the difeafe? We may 
know, it is producing the proper effeét, 
by comparing the quantity employed 
with the external and internal changes, 
which have taken place; by attending to 
the fltate of the inteftines, fkin, kidneys, 
and circulation in general. If neither 
falivation nor purging have arifen, there 
is moft frequently a confiderable degree 
of coftivenefs; there is often an increafed 
fecretion from the fkin or from the kid- 
meys, and conftantly a confiderable de- 
gree of inflammatory diathefis. The u- 
rine, from a pale ftraw colour, becomes 
of a dark brown; and before the decifive 
change is produced on the difeafe, the e- 
maciation, languor, and weaknefs are not 

only 
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only evident, but to thofe who are uns 
acquainted with the operation of mer« 
cury very alarming. Thefe circumftan- 
ces mark the operation of the medicine 
{ufficiently; and point out that it is, ac- 
cording to the idea of Sydenham, a {pes 
cific mediately only, that is by the alte~ 
rations it occafions in the fyftem. But it 
moft frequently happens that, with the 
above effects, fome degree of fetor, with 
a metallic tafte in the mouth, and fome 
flight tendency towards falivation, are 
perceivable. ‘The quantity of mercury 
required to effect a cure, when this in- 
aptitude to falivation prevails, is much 
greater than in any other kind of con- 
ftitution whatever.—I muft caution the 
young practitioner not to miftake the 
want of falivation from a flovenly ufe 
of mercury, for this natural inaptitude 
to it, which is peculiar to fome con- 
ftitutions, and which varies, in the fame 
perfon, at different periods, and under 

different circumftances. 
Between the habit juft defcribed, and 
that in which falivation is apt to take 
place, 
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place prematurely, there are many in- 
termediate gradations. The middle ftate, 
between the two extremes, is the moft 
favourable for the action of mercury un- 
der confinement; for in this cafe to the 
fair fymptoms of putrefaction may be 
joined a proper accumulation, and re- 
tention of a large portion of the medi- 
cine: and as there is here no great aff- 
nity between the falivary glands and the 
remedy, there is no great danger of a 
fudden or too violent fux; fo that the 
affection of the mouth may, with the 
utmoft eafe, be kept within moderate 
bounds; whilft the mercurial particles 
are fully and equally diffufed over the 
whole fyftem. In this cafe, that general 
revolution, which has been already de- 
{cribed, and which is fometimes: too 
fuddenly raifed by a fmall quantity of 
mercury, muft be brought about gra- 
dually: and there fhould be gained by 
time, that is, by the continued and pro- 
greffive action of the ftimulant, what is 
wanting in force. Inftead of attempt- 
ing toremove the fymptoms of the dif- 
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éafe in afew days, which is fometimes 
done when the mouth is fpeedily affect« 
ed, we fhould be contented with a fi 
milar operation from the medicine pro- 
cured, in a longer {pace of time, by the 
united action of many dofes ; and though 
it may be a fortnight, three weeks, or 
perhaps longer before the proper affec- 
tion of the mouth, and its concomitants, 
appear; yet when the decifive change 
begins to take place, the cure proceeds 
with great celerity, and is permanently 
 effetted in a few days. 

In the treatment of a venereal ere 
the firft thing to be enquired into, after 
afcertaining the nature of the fymptoms, 
ts his idiofyncrafy. But how are we to 
obtain this neceflary kind of informa- 
tion? Is Sydenham’s rule, that all thofe 
who are with difficulty purged by 2 com- 
mon cathartic, are alfo hard to falivate, 
to be depended upon? I fear there will 
ever be much uncertainty in forming a 
right judgment on this matter. For I 
have frequently known the fame confti- 
tution at one period without any propenr 
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fity to falivation, refifting the moft pow- 
erful dofes cf the medicine, under the 
elofeft confinement; at another, falivated 
by the finalleft defes, when no confine- 
ment had been enjoined. But when« 
ever there are fpongy, difeafed gums, 
witn bad teeth, efpecially if due care ts 
not taken to keep them clean, during a 
mercurial courfe, I believe there will be 
this kind of propenfity: and, as has been 
already obferved; whenever a fcorbutic 
tendency in the habit prevails, there alfo, 
this inconvenience is too often apt to in- 
terrupt the progrefs of a cure. But an 
healthy ftate of the teeth, and gums by 
no means conftantly implies an exemp- 
tion from this propenfity; for many per- 
fons are eafily falivated, who have them 
in the moft perfect order. The internal 
and external ufe of ftimulants, when 
the fyftem has been previoufly loaded 
with mercury, has frequently, even a 
confiderable time after the difcontinu- 
ance of the medicine, caufed an unex- 
pected falivation; thus drinking, hunts 


ing, and dancing have fometimes been 
followed 
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followed by this effect. And at any time 
during a mercurial courfe, whatever in- 
creafes the general ftimulating power of 
mercury, or irritates, and heats the parts 
about the throat, efpecially in the habits - 
juft defcribed,. will frequently be follow- 
ed by like confequences. 

With regard to the ufe of purgatives, 
and the warm bath, for -averting an im- 
pending flux of the mouth;. they are 
principally applicable to but one de- 
{cription of men, namely, thofe who are 
very eafily falivated. When the other 
extreme predominates, they will fre- 
quently diminifh the antivenereal power 
of the remedy, by retarding that, which 
fhould be promoted; I mean the putre- 
_factive procefs of the medicine; which, 
in this conftitution, is never effected 
without fome difliculty. But, in regard 
to the operation of purgatives, there is 
an exception to this rule: for it fome- 
times happens that they, after a long and 
ineffectual endeavour at raifing falivation, 
by clearing the inteftinal canal, render 
the abforption of internal mercurials 
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more certain, and, at the fame time, by 
quickening the pulfe, give a fpur to the 
medicine, whilft it is acting on every part 
of the body. But toreturn to the firft of 
thefe two cafes: it has been already 
 obferved that, coftivenefs ‘generally pre- 
cedes and accompanies falivation, and 
its confequences:—one caufe of which 
is the partial determination of the cir- 
culation and nervous power to the parts 
within the: mouth. It is well known, 
that when the medicine takes to the 
mucous glands of the inteftines, it often 
caufes dyfenteric fymptoms, without any 
confiderable affection of the mouth; and 
when the bowels are only moderately 
open, ina mercurial courfe, the mouth 
is frequently fecured from a too violent 
inflammation. Thefe are faéts depend- 
ing on conititution and the {pontaneous 
action of the medicine; and are met 
with, whena cure has been attempted 
by fri€tions fimply, without the aid of 
any internal mercurial. Thefe circum- 
ftances point out, that, as in the confti- 
tution which has an antipathy to faliva- 

tion, 
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tion, bringing on an artificial coftivenefs, 
by giving a narcotic every night, will, 
next to abfolute confinement and a quick 
and large repetition of the feveral dofes, 
promote the, antivenereal effects of the 
remedy : fo in its oppofite, when it be- 
comes neceflary to prevent falivation, 
purgatives will certainly be ufeful in lef- 
fening the partial plethora of the veffels 
about the mouth, by drawing off the 
circulation and nervous power to the in- 
teftines; and the warm bath will concur 
in producing a fimilar effect, by making 
a revulfion to the fkin. But thefe means 
fhould be employed early, for they both 
quicken the general circulation, and, if 
the mercury has already got full poffef- 
fion of the mouth, they will fometimes 
increafe the affe@ion. But when pro- 
perly timed, they are very ferviceable in en- 
abling the practitioner to introduce more 
of the medicine than could be done 
without their affiftance. To thefe, may 
occafionally be added a gradual and 
guarded expofure to good refpirable air ; 
under which circumftances, the courfe 
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fhould be continued by very moderate 
dofes, till the conftitution gets habituated 
*to the ftimulus of the medicine, and 
when a large accumulation has been 
made, it may be afterwards pufhed with 
greater boldnefs. 

It fometimes happens that an attempt 
to raife fufficient falivation not only fails 
for a confiderable time, but the difeafe 
continues with unabated obftinacy,though 
afair introduction of a large quantity of 
the medicine has. been effected, and it 
does not, in the {malleft degree remit, 
notwithfianding the emaciation and 
weaknefs of the patient. It is difficult 
to fay, what would be the beft method 
of treating fuch a cafe; whether from 
the natural repugnance there feems to 
be to falivation, it would not be fafer, 
by varying the preparation of mercury, 
when that originally ufed feems to have 
loft its power, to keep up a preper fti- 
mulus; and endeavour to obtain in: fix 
weeks or more, what in an ordinary 
courfe under confinement, may be gained 
in three or four weeks; I fay it is diffi- 

cult 
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eult to fettle, whether fuch a method of 
proceeding may not be preferable to em- 
- ploying force to raife falivation when 
nature ftrongly oppofes the endeavour ; 
the ftrength or weaknefs of the patient 
and other circumitances, fhould, I appre- 
hend, determine the practitioner in his 
choice, In one cafe, during the {pace of 
a month, more than fix ounces of Ung. 
Merc. fort. had been fairly rubbed in, 
befides the internal ufe of a very active 
internal preparation for a venereal fore 
throat. The patient was greatly ema- 
ciated, fomewhat weakened, and his 
mouth flightly fore, with fome degree 
of falivation; yet the ulceration was not 
altered : in this fituation he ufed a cin- 
nabar fumigation ; from the firft applica-_ 
cation of the vapour,no remarkable change 
took place, but the fecond, increafed very 
confidergbly the affeGtion of the mouth, 
brought on great and diftreffing proftra~ 
tion of ftrength, ficknefs, purging, and 
a dyfenteric kind of uneafinefs in his 
bowels. The difeafed appearance im- 
mediately gaye way, and after quieting 
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the general commotion by a warm opi- 
ate, the effects of the remedy, as well as 
the fymptom of the difeafe, fubfided, 
and very foon went off. In this cafe, 
as in many others that might be ad- 
duced, probably the internal putrefactive 
changes fo neceffary towards a cure were 
fo abfolutely dependent on falivation, 
that they could not be feparated. 

It is not within the ‘compafs of the 
prefent publication to enter into the ac- 
tion of mercury when it ceafes to bea 
medicine and becomes a poifon. But it 
may be neceflary to mention fome of the 
ill confequences which may arife from a 
too plentiful introduction of it, or from 
too violent falivation: and to fhew, that 
though it may be freely and with fafety 
ufed for the cure of the Lues Venerea, 
and other difeafes, yet there is a limit 
in the progrefs of its effed, beyond 
which, it fhould never be urged. When 
the medicine, or its effeéts have been car- 
ried too far, that weaknefs which ever 
attends a mercurial courfe in a greater 
or lefs degree, is not, what it ought to 

be, 


b AE | 

be, tranfient, but permanent ; and that 
principle of invigoration, which always 
follows a well-conducted cure under 
confinement, isloft. This accident moft 
frequently happens in a very irritable or 
inflammable habit; when a too violent 
or long continued falivation has preceded ; 
‘when the putrefaction has been great: 
or when the attempts to raife a {pitting 
have been ftrenuoufly perfifted in, though 
nature ftrongly refifted the effort. When 
a man complains of great and diftrefling 
proftration of ftrength, has flight nau- 
fea, a pulfe much quicker and harder 
than natural, univerfal agitation of mind 
and body, with want of fleep, efpecially 
if there is alfo fome degree of giddinefs 
with an obtufe pain in the head, the prac- 
titioner has done enough, and let the 
fymptoms of falivation be ever fo trifling, 
he cannot with fafety, under thefe cir- _ 
cumflances, {timulate farther; he muft 
either defift entirely from the ‘le of the 
medicine, or if he ftill imagines that the 
difeafe is not perfectly cured, muft wait 
alittle for the fubfidence of the fymp-~- 
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toms, before he proceeds witlic the re< 
medy. 

When the medicine has been fo urged 
as to produce a permanent degree of 
weaknefs; to a very confiderable degree 
of general irritability is often joined a 
partial one; thus if floughs have formed 
behind the pofterior dentes molares, they 
will fometimes put on a kind of phage- 
denic appearance, and f{pread towards the 
uvula. If there has been a venereal ul- 
ceration on either of the tonfils, which 
towards the latter part of the mercurial 
courfe has had a kindly granulating ap- 
pearance,- when the medicine is puthed 
beyond the neceflary point, it will fre- 
quently be changed toa colour fomewhat 

‘ineritious, which will be moft evident 
at the circumference of the fore; the 
uvula and pafterior part of the palate 
will have a fimilar hue; and fometimes 
ulcerations truly gangrenous, will fuc- 
ceed to that forenefs of the mouth, the 
degree of which it 1s indeed hard to de- 
fine with accuracy, but which nature 
feems to have marked out for the precife 
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ftate, beyond which fhe muft not be fti- 
mulated. If.a bubo remains unhealed, 
it will fometimes become phagedenic, 
when the medicine has been employed 
too freely, or ufed at a time when the 
conftitution was too weak to bear its ‘na- 
tural operation. The fore becomes ex- 
quifitely painful, and highly irritable ; it 
fpreads from corner to corner at a pro- 
digious rate, undermines the fkin, eats 
into the furrounding parts irregularly, fo 
as to produce an ill-looking ulceration, 
with ragged, callous, fiery edges. This is 
fometimes the mere effect of mercury, 
but fometimes to this caufe may be add- 
ed another, namely, a latent venereal 
taint, roufed up, as it were, but not era- 
dicated by the ftimulating power of the 
medicine. 

When, notwithftanding the fair ufe 
of mercury under confinement, and after 
it has raifed a confiderable affection of 
the mouth with the ufual internal chan- 
ges, &c. it happens, that the cure is not 
permanent. It is moft probable that the 
failure has arifen from the quantity of 
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mercury employed having been too fmalf, 
its action too weak, and not kept up for 
a fufficient length of time; or from fome 
other circumftance, which, though eflen- 
tial, has not been properly attended to 
in the courfe of the treatment. To give 
one inftance out of many that might be 
given of fucha failure. A perfon at the 
time he received chancrous infection had 
a pox in his habit, which had been for 
years fuppreffed, but not perfectly cured. 
From the laft and more recent infection © 
he had an ulcer on the infide of the pre- 
puce, which from irritation and neglect 
foon occafioned a phymofis ; in this fi- 
tuation he applied for relief; being un- 
able to give himfelf reft, he ufed mer- 
cury in the alterative way for about a 
fortnight: finding no confiderable amend- 
ment, he fubmitted to confinement; and 
having rubbed in for about ten or twelve 
days, a confiderable affection of the 
mouth took place, which for fome time 
forbad the further introduction of the 
medicine. During this interval, it was 
obferved, that a puftule on one of his 
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cheeks, which he had had for fome time 
before his confinement, but which from 
having nothing ftriking in its afpect had 
not been regarded, fuddenly went; the 
hardened cruft came off, and left a true 
venereal pit behind. The falivation, 
though it feemed to have cured this 
fymptom, had not cured his chancre; 
the phymofis was not perfectly gone, and 
the ulceration though in a healing ftate, 
was not well. At the time when the 
fubfidence of the flux, and other circum- 
ftances, plainly demanded the further 
introduction of the medicine, he was 
obliged to go into the country on urgent 
bufinefs, and did not return for a fort- 
night, and though he continued the 
ufe of mercury during the whole of that 
time, yet when he came to town he was 
much worfe than he had ever been; 
the puftule on his cheek had returned, 
was increafed confiderably in fize, and 
was now a deep ulceration, and the phy- 
mofis and chancre were in as bad a 
ftate. Under thefe circumftances he was 
confined a fecond time, mercury was 

} again 
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again introduced in a variety of forms, 
without interruption, for five weeks 
complete, and his mouth kept tender 
for at leaft half that time; the fore on 
the face yielded, but with much more 
difficulty than before; the phymofis and 
ulceration on the prepuce continued, 
The medicine was at laft urged fo fre- 
quently and fo forcibly, that it would 
haye been unfafe to have puthed it far- 
ther; in confequence of this, the ulcer 
on the prepuce, though not perfedtly 
well, was nearer being healed than it 
had ever been, and the phymofis fo far 
gone, that the glans could with fome 
difficulty be denuded. As foon as his 
general {tate would admit of it, he was 
dire@ted to employ a cinnabar fumiga- 
tion to the glans and prepuce, which 
expedited the healing: and by the ab- 
forption of the vapour from the fumiga- 
tion, which he ufed every other day, with 
the affiftance of the /olut. fub. cum decoct. 
ferf: continued for a month more, he got 
perfectly well. 


To 
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Some part of the difficulty attending 
this cafe ought certainly to be attributed 
to the unfortunate difcontinuance of his 
firtt courfe, under confinement; but 
from the quantity of mercury he had 
then ufed, and from its effects on the 
fyftem, I am of opinion, that if this had 
not been a mixed cafe, I mean, a new 
infeGtion engrafted on an old one, the 
courfe, imperfect as 1t was, would have 
cured him; or at leaft have rendered the 
fecond treatment effectual, without the 
neceflity of a fubfequent alterative courte. 
Five years before the receipt of the infec- 
tion for which he was under my care, 
he had been under another furgeon, and 
with the utmoft difficulty cured of a ves 
nereal fore throat. From the foregoing 
—hiftory it is plain, that though falivation, 
from fome unforefeen accident or other, 
may fometimes fail of curing, yet that 
it will fo far break down or enervate the 
difeafe as to render a perfec cure eafily 
attainable by the aid of an alterative 
courfe; and that there are fymptoms 
which will yield tothe aétion of both, 

that will not give way to either fingly. 
| A mar- 
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A married lady, who had been infe¢ied 
for many years, was falivated fairly for 
the difeafe; when fhe had defifted from 
the ufe of mercury, and was fuppofed to. 
be cured, fhe felt confiderable pain on 
one fhin; from the very plentiful fali- 
vation fhe had been in, the furgeon who 
had had the care of her, coneluded that 
fhe was cured of the difeafe, and that 
the prefent fymptom would be taken off 
by laying a cauftic on the part and fairly 
dividing the periofteum; the operation 
was done; but fhe did not find much 
selief from’ it. In a fhort time what 
feemed to be a partial affetion became 
a general one; fhe had nocturnal pains 
univerfally, and a large node fuddenly 
made its appearance on the os /frontis. 
I put her immediately not only into a 
courfe of the folution, but ordered her, 
after a week’s ufe of this medicine, to 
~rub in below the node on the leg - fs. 
Ung. Merc. fort. alternis diebus, and to 
take from a pint to a quart of the decod. 
farfap. a day. 

The 
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‘The mercurials were fo managed as not 
to affect her mouth till the clofe of the 
courfe, and. fhe was confined to her 
chamber after the firft week. When 
fhe had followed this methcd for a 
month her pains diminifhed, and the 
node on her forehead difappeared; a tri-~ 
fling uneafinefs on the affected tibia only 
remaining. By a perfeverance in this 
plan for three weeks more, her pains left 
her entirely, and fo far as refpected the 
difeafe fhe was cured certainly. Towards 
the latter part of the courfe I pufhed the 
mercurials rather freely till her mouth 
became moderately fore; when that had 
fubfided fhe was fuffered to go out; in 
about a fortnight from which time a 
{mall exfoliation was thrown off from 
the tibia and the fore immediately 

healed. | | 
To what are we to attribute the cure 
in this cafe? Probably to the falivation, 
which in the firft inftance broke -down 
the difeafe; to the raifing a more gradual, 
more perfect, and larger accumulation, in 
the fyftem in the fecond courfe, than had 


been 
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been before effected; and laftly, to the 
farfaparilla. 

Whether this medicine has actually 
any {pecific power in the venereal difeafe, 
or whether it has only a property of 
acting in fuch a manner on the fyiftem 
as to aflift the natural operation of mer- 
cury, I will not fay; but certain it is, 
that fo early as the middle of the fix- 

teenth century * this root was employed 
in the Lwes Venerea, and for this parti- 
cular fymptom, a node. Perhaps both 
this medicine and guaiacum may have 
fome degree of fpecific power in the 
more advanced ftages of the difeafe, 
when the periofteum or bones are af- 
feted. The author juft quoted, has, 
after defcribing two kinds of gummata, 
one of which we now call a node, re- 
marked, that they arofe poft imuctionem 
hydrargyri, quinon fanarit @gros; and 
I apprehend they are owing to the 
* Salfa eff regina in boc, quia difcutit tophos quodam quafi 
miraculo, lignum guaiaci etiam digerit, fed non ita, nec tate 
facile, Pag. 816. <Apbhrodifiac. Gabriel. Fallop, de Mordbs 


Gallico. Cap, 115. 
repul- 
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repulfion of the puftules from the fur- 
face of the fkin to that, of the periofteum 
by the too partial operation of the me- 
dicine on the difeafe; and not to its 

deleterious effects on the conftitution. 
Having given the moft ufual forms, 
in which a mercurial courfe, under 
confinement, generally appears in daily 
- practice, when employed for the cure 
of the moft obftinate fymptoms of 
the Lues Venerea, I have only to add 
a few obfervations on its intrinfic 
merit, as a method of treatment. I 
muft apprife the reader, however, that I 
have all along placed it only in a general 
view, as a means of relief for the very 
wortt fiages of the difeafe, nor do I now 
mean to apply it to any one par- 
ticular fymptom—that will be done 
hereafter. But thus much it may 
be proper to fay in this place; that in 
the method under confinement any 
quantity of mercury may be introduced, 
into the general circulation, excepting 
thofe perfons only who falivate very 
readily, and even in that idiofyncrafy 
G a {mall 
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a {mall quantity may be fo managed, as 
effetually to do the bufinefs of a much 
larger, and with the moft perfeat qui-. 
etude of mind and body. We can with 
the utmoft eafe and certainty, and with~ 
out the fmalleft check from irregulari- 
ties, the action of cold, or other circum- 
ftances, proportion the quantity to the 
effects on the fyftem, and both, to the 
difeate. We can cure by this method in 
the thortett {pace of time poflible; and 
by a proper attention to the habit of 
the patient, the practitioner may general- 
ly, and at pleafure, make its effects 
flight or violent; he can therefore adapt 
it to every fymptom. Thus a recent 
‘chancre he may often cure ina fortnight 
or three weeks, without affecting the 
mouth much; and the very worft fecon- 
dary fymptoms, within three weeks, a 
month, or five weeks. As to the con- 
fequences of a too rapid or violent fali- 
vation, with the precautions I have men- 
tioned, they may in general be prevent- 
ed. In fummer as well as winter, the 
patient's chamber fhould not be too 

{mall, 
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fmall, and when there is an aptitude ‘to 
falivation it will be of fervice, efpecially ~ 
during the former of thefe feafons, if at 
the commencement of the courfe he 
ranges from one room to another, or 
even lets in frefh air, occafionally. But 
in the oppofite conftitution, the fame 
liberty is not allowable, for it will im- 
pede the natural operation of the me- 
dicine; nor-can it in any cafe be fafely 
adopted with the fame freedom, in win- 
ter. A mercurial courfe, under confine- 
ment, when the rules I have laid down 
are carefully followed, will, I believe, prove 
generally fpeaking not only the moft cer- 
tain method of treating the difeafe, but 


when applied to the moft delicate con- 


ftitutions it poffefles fewer inconvenien- 
ces, than any other; for it has not 
the danger which the profecution of 
an alterative courfe ever will have in 
fo variable a climate as that of Great- 
Britain; it is not fubje&t to the fame 
interruptions ; nor has it the inconvenien- 
ces of ordinary, or rapid falivation. In 
fhort, the effects raifed, are fimply thofe 
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of the medicine, aflifted indeed, but 
not counteracted by any one circumftance 
under which the courfe is undertaken: 
and what weighs more than any thing I 
have yet faid, the weaknefs it occafions 
refembles that which follows a fhort- 
lived, acute febrile difeafe, and imme- 
diately goes off upon the patient taking 
to his former habits, 


THE 


ALTERATIVE METHOD 


‘F an alterative courfe were to be 
conducted according to the ideas of 
fome practitioners, it ought to be fo 
managed as to avoid fymptoms of fali- 
vation entirely ; I mean by the term every 
affe&tion of the mouth whatever; and 
the precife point to which it fhould be 
carried, be to the production of in- 
flammatory diathefis only; that is, to 
. a preternatural fullnefs, frequency, and 
ftrength of the pulfe. But if fuch me- 
thod of employing mercury be applied 
to a genuine venereal fymptom, and 
cures; it will be but in very few in- 

_ ftances. For, to fay nothing of the natural 
tendency in the medicine to lay hold of 
the mouth, which no man can always pre- 
G 3 vent; 
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vent; if may with truth be faid, that 
amidft the variety of cafes which do daily 
fall to the lot of every practitioner, to one 
cure effected in the above way, there are 
at leaft ten, in which a very palpable and 
confiderable affection of the mouth mutt 
be raifed; not only purpofely, as an 
indifpenfable requifite towards a cure, 
but unavoidably. It being impofiible, 
in fome habits, to introduce mercury 
enough to cure without it. And there- 
fore the doctrine, however fpecious, can 
be very feldom applied with advantage 
to practice: And when too implicitly 
relied on, may do much mifchief, by 
leading the incautious and inexperienced 
aftray after an Ignis fatuus, when they 
fhould be following a fubftance, and 
depending upon the more folid effects of 
the medicine. 

The leading principles, already laid 
down, when ipeaking of the preceding 
method, are, mutatis mutandis, applicable 
to the alterative. The great difcrimina- 
ting circumftances are exercife and ex+ 
pofure to the open alr; under.a regimen 


fomewhat 


ae ae 

fomewhat lefs ftimulating and nutri- 
tious than in the ordinary habits of 
living. To which may be added, in 
the idiofynerafy which is foon affected 
by mercury, the introduction of the 
medicine in much fmaller dofes.—In 
the oppofite temperament, if we mean. 
to raife the proper antivenereal effect, the 
dofes muft frequently be as large as when 
the medicine is ufed under confinement, 
I will fuppofe it entered upon by 
frictions, as in the preceding method. 
We are very properly directed to begin 
with {mall dofes; which aré to be in- 
creafed in ftrength, and applied at lon- 
ger or fhorter intervals, as circumftan- 
ces may dirett.—If a tendency towards 
falivation fhould at any time appear, 
we are to put an immediate {top to the 
further ufe of the medicine, and to 
wait till fuch tendency is removed, 
After which we are to have recourfe to 
the ftimulant again, and with this reftric- 
tion, to continue its introduction til] 
the difeafe is cured. We are not to load 
the fyftem haftily with fo large a quan- 
G 4 tity 


[ 38 J 

tity of mercury asin the foregoing courfe, 
but to endeavour, by the ufe of fmaller 
dofes, proportioned however to the pre- 
vailing idiofyncracy, to produce a more 
flow and gradual accumulation ; and the 
number of frictions, be they more or 
lefs, fhould form as it were a continued 
and well connected chain; fo that, to- 
wards the clofe of the courfe, the fyftem 
may be acted upon fairly, by the conjunc 
force of the feveral dofes. Such, in few 
words, are the general: ontlines of this 
method. 

The degree of inflammatory diathefis 
is lefs to be depended upon for afcer- 
taining the due abforption of the ftimu- 
lant and its proper action on the dif- 
cafe, than in the preceding method: 
becaufe an irritable or inflammable 
habit, when ftimulated by mercury, 
introduced under the influence of. air, 
exercife, and a nutritious diet, is much 
more eafily heated, than when thefe 
laft fA do not prevail; and 
it is extremely clear, that a much lefs 
quannty will alter the ftate of the cir- 
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culation, by its mere ftimulus, than 
will produce a proper antivenereal change 
on the fluids. Therefore, no reliance 
fhould be placed on this fymptom, 
when it is pure and unmixed; and not 
that alteration in the fyftem which pre- 
cedes and attends an affection of the 
mouth. But it may be confidered as an 
accident requiring the occafional inter- 
pofition of evacuations, and an antiphlo- 
giftic regimen. And we muft endea- 
vour to afcertain the progrefs we make 
by other circumftances. If the medi- 
cine caufes a tendernefs, or uncommon 
tafte in the mouth, with difpofition to — 
falivation, though the affection be flight, 
we may be certain that it is as much 
the mark ofan internal putrefactive pro- 
cefs going on, in this method, as in that 
under confinement: of a procefs, how- 
ever, which is kept under by the in- 
fluence and ftrengthening power of the 
three circumftances juft mentioned. 
But, notwithftanding, the  extenfive 
operation of thefe caufes in this .kind 
of courfe, fuch is the power of the me- 
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dicine, that the ufual effects of mer- 
cury, under confinement, are fufficiently 
evident to fatisfy an enquirer that the 
internal changes do actually take place; 
though, perhaps, not fo completely. The 
coftivenefs, before the mouth becomes — 
much affected, and the fcetor when it 
is, the emaciation, extreme languor, 
fometimes with cold colliquative {weats, 
or dyfenteric kind of purging, &c. are ge- 
nerally, when the courfe cures a bad 
fymptom, fo ftrongly marked, as to put 
the matter out of all doubt. There is even 
a fimilar attenuation or want of natural 
cohefion in the blood. ‘The great diffe- 
rence, in the two methods, arifes from 
the caufes ahove afligned, and whoever 
confiders attentively their influence, will 
be fenfible, that fuch caufes mutt a& as 
checks to the putrefactive effects of the 
medicine; and that to thefe, the feem- 
ingly fmothered ftate of its operation is 
more owing, than to the manner, in 
which it is introduced. The predomi- 
nant circumftance in the former me-~ 
thod was weaknefs; produced by the 
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rapid introdu@tion of full dofes, under 
fri confinement and total inactivity. 
That of the prefent, is ftrength, gene- 
rated by a more cautious management 
of the medicine, when the conftitution 
is at the fame time under the action of 
air, exercife, and a generous diet. The 
one fhews how the invigorating power 
of the medicine may be diminifhed; the 
other, how it may be increafed. 

An alterative courfe will always cure 
in the idiofyncracy eafily falivated, with 
more certainty, than in the oppofite ftate 
of the body; and this leads me to {peak 
of the dofes by which this method 
‘fhould be conducted. In the former of 
thefe cafes they fhould be {mall, and fo 
managed that they may gain as it were 
infenfibly on the conftitution, without 
raifing a confiderable affection of the 
mouth ; and if this is done properly 
the fyftem will foon become accuftom- 
ed to the ftimulant; the power of habit 
prevailing by degrees over the natural 
tendency to falivation. If, however, the 
- mouth fhould become fuddenly and pre- 
maturely 
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maturely affected, it will be proper to 
defift immediately from the ufe of the 
medicine; and, when this fymptom is 
fuffered to. fubfide, it may be generally 
repeated with more boldne{s than before. 
Whenever the oppofite Idiofyncracy 
ean be known, the dofes fhould be 
larger, and repeated with greater free- 
dom; and without this precaution it 
will be extremely difficult to produce 
the requifite degree of putrefaction and 
weaknefs. ? 

The greater number of dofes requi- 
red to obtain the fame antivenereal 
effeé&t in this, as in the other method, . 
weakens the general operation of the 
medicine. ‘Therefore whenever the power 
of habit fthews itfelf, the dofe mutt 
be not only increafed, but it will be 
moft frequently necefflary to introduce 
itin anew form: if frictions were firft 
employed, an active internal prepara~ 
tion may be added to them; if this 
fhould prove infufficient, another fhould 
be called in, as an aid to the means 
before ufed; and in this way the pro- 
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per action may be kept up. If the 
ftimulant be urged too far, perhaps 
fymptoms of falivation may arife; and 
if they appear at the latter part of the 7 
courfe, when the difeafe is nearly cured, 
they will be of confiderable fervice: 
becaufe they will point out the proper 
internal changes, after a due retention 
of a large portion of the medicine. 
But, if they come on too early, the cafe 
will be very different; the conneétion 
between the feveral dofes being prema- 
turely broken, the attempt to produce 
the requifite, but indefinable accumu- 
lation for atime fails. And in both cafes, 
it frequently happens, if the fymptom 
is an obftinate one, that, notwith- 
ftanding the ufe of the medicine for 
fome weeks, and the prefent affection 
of the mouth, it will remain unaltered 
or perhaps is but juft beginning to put 
on a favourable appearance; plainly 
indicating, that the internal procefs is 
only in its firft ftage, and that a further, 
more confiderable action of the remedy, 
and greater degree of putrefaction, are 

neceflary. 
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neceflary. How are thefe to be effected, 
when the fituation of the patient pre- 
cludes the obfervance of confinement ? 
They are in fuch a cafe,to be brought 
on, only by the longer continuance 
of the ftimulant. If the prefent af- 
fection of the mouth is fo confiderable, 
that more of the medicine cannot be 
immediately introduced, there muft be 
an intermiffion for one, two, three, 
four, or more days, and, if the practitioner 
is not extremely attentive, the putre- 
factive procefs, which was going on 
when falivation was impending, will 
‘fuddenly be ftopped, and the invigora- 
ting effect of the remedy will foon thew 
itfelf, by a frefh flow of {pirits, and by 
the amended health of the patient. So 
that after this, the courfe muft be re- 
commenced, under difficulties very much 
increafed. 

But if this fhould occur in the habit 
 eafily falivated, I believe, it will be of- 
no great diflervice: for when the fymp- 
toms are fairly fuffered to go off, the 
proper accumulation may be afterwards 

made 
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made without danger of another pre- 
mature interruption: a fecond affection 
of the mouth being moft frequently 
more difficult to raife than the firft. 
But, if it occurs in the other kind of 
habit, from cold throwing up a quantity 
of blood to the head; from violent ° 
exercife; the unexpected abforption of 
a large dofe of mercury, &c. it will 
render a future attempt to cure extreme- 
ly difficult. In this cafe, the affection 
of the mouth, and general ftate of the 
patient, muft be accurately watched, 
and upon the very firft appearance of 
relaxation in the fymptoms of putrefac- 
tion, the medicine muit be again ré= 
curred to: for it is inconceivable to 
thofe who have not attended to the faa, 
how very foon, fymptoms of ftrength 
will appear, and counteract our future 
endeavours upon the fmalleft inter- 
ruption or diminution of the ufual dofes : 
~J mean in this particular habit. Both 
thefe fituations are rather embarrafling ; 
for in both there muft be a temporary 
fufpenfion of the effects of the medicine, 


by 
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by which its operation on the difeafe 
muft be weakened. However the fhorter 
the interval the better; and, when the 
mouth is not much affe&ted, it is 
frequently of fingular advantage to 
continue the ufe of the remedy in a 
very {mall dofe; thus from half a grain 
to two grains of Merc. Calc. may often, 
notwithftanding the feeming tendency 
to falivation, be had recourfe to, and 
repeated occafionally, and fo powerfully 
will the circumftances in which the 
patient is placed keep under this ten- 
dency, that the forenefs of the mouth will 
frequently diminifh, though the me- 
dicine be continued in this manner 
for fome days, and at length get into 
fuch a ftate, as plainly to point out the 
neceflity of larger dofes. If I can pre- 
vail with my patient, I generally begin 
with frictions, and feldom ufe a larger 
quantity, for the firft fortnight or three 
weeks, than Sy. Ung. Merc. fort. omnz 
nocte. If the medicine occafions a purg- 
ing, the bowels muft be quieted by an | 


opiate; that done, if no cenfiderable affec- 
: tion 
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tion of the mouth follows, it may be 
repeated and continued. If coftivenefs 
fupervenes, we may be certain that it 
has not only fairly entered the circulation, 
but that it will not be long before it 
' will fhew fome falutary effect on the 
difeafe.—If there is no danger of a fore 
mouth I now recommend an internal 
mercurial, and let the bowels be ever fo 
irritable at the commencement of 
the courfe, they will generally bear one 
perfectly well at this period of the pro. 
cefs*. If the patient objects to fric- 
tions, at the beginning of the courfe, 
Mercur. crud. cum Balf: fulph. ext. may 
be fubftituted ; but in a {mall dofe, which 
may be gradually increafed—Whe-_ 
ther if purges much, or is after fome 
days, followed with coftivenefs, a fimi- 
lar method of treatment may be adopted, 
as when {peaking of frictions; the fame 
may be faid of Calomel. Merc. calc. Solute 
fublim. when the courfe is entered upon 
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*1I generally ufe Merc. calc. or calomel if they fet 
ealy; if not, Merce cud. Balf, fulph, ext. 
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with them, and the conititution will 
bear the irritation of thefe medicines. 

In a very few days, and fometimes 
immediately, from the commencement 
of the coftivenefs, the effects of the 
medicine on the mouth may in a {mall 
degree be perceived; the patient be- 
comes thin, pale, and fomewhat weak- 
ened, but fometimes the  coftivenefs 
appears, many days before the other 
fymptoms, and fometimes the natural 
ftate of the bowels is not much altered. 
When, however, the foregoing effects of 
the medicine are prefent, great attention, 
‘in the further profecution of the courfe, 
will be: required to keep the balance 
even, between the circumftances which 
dif{pofe to ftrength or weaknefs. For as, 
n the one hand, by urging the reme- 
dy too. precipitately, the practitioner 
may bring on fuch an affection of the 
mouth as may put him under the necef- 
fity. of confining the patient; fo on the 
other, by not pufhing it far enough, he 
may fuffer its invigorating power to.get 
‘too great an afcende:cy over the habit: 
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and thereby leffen the efficacy of the 
courfe, as an antivenereal. In the me- 
thod under confinement already confi- 
dered, we are apt to rely too much on 
the effect the medicine has, Amply on the 
mouth, without regarding fufficiently the 
quantity employed or its retention in the 
fyftem. In an alterative courfe, being 
pretty fure of the two laft circumftances, 
we truft, perhaps, too much to them, 
without confidering that the internal 
fymptoms of putrefaction, of which the 
affection of the mouth is only the general 
mark fhould be not only raifed, but kept 
up, till the difeafe is perfe@tly cured. 
This putrefactive procefs not only comes 
on much later, but a cure moft fre- 
quently requires, that it be continued 
longer, than in the method under con- 
finement. J mean when the intention 
is to cure a troublefome primary or fe- 
condary fymptom. If the remedy can 
be fo managed as not to affect the mouth 
too foon, and a fair accumulation is at 
the fame time made in the fyftem, within 
three weeks or a month, there will re- 
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main the fame {pace of time for the pro- 
duction of the putrefactive change: for 
a cure can feldom be performed in 
this method in lefs than five, it is often 
fix weeks, or two months. And this 
variation depends, on the obftinacy of 
the fymptom, on the habit of the patient, 
on the effect of the medicine, and-on 
the prevaience of thofe circumftances 
during’ the courfe, which difpofe to 
ftrength, and which counterac& the na- 
tural progrefs of the medicine: and to 
thefe may be added, a regular or ire 
regular method of living. Indeed irregue 
larities may occafion ‘its protraction 
greatly beyond the limits above men- 
tioned. 

The degree of affection in the mouth 
differs greatly in different perfons. Some- 
times, after a fair accumulation effected 
within a month or fomewhat more, the 
tendernefs of the gums fhall be fo tri- 
fling as to be fcarce perceivable, and 
that only at the very clofe of the courfe ; 
fometimes there fhall be a fair feceffion 
of the gums from fome of the teeth, 

even 
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even after three weeks, which {hall con- 
tinue till by the repeated attacks of the 
medicine on the fyfiem the difeafe 
fhall be fairly eradicated ; the tendernefs 
of the mouth, during all that time, being 
neither lefiened, nor materially increafed. 

The effects on the difeafe are in this 
cafe gradual, they do not begin till the 
mouth becomes touched, nor till the 
ufual fymptoms of putrefaction, as. 
proftration of ftrength, &c. arife; and the 
cure is feldom completed till a confider- 
able degree of emaciation and weaknefs 
has taken place. But it fometimes hap-= 
pens, even in this method, that a fimi- 
lar effort in the fyftem prevails, as in 
the method under confinement, of forc- 
ing open oneor more of the fecretions 
ufually influenced by mercury. If this 
fhould appear at the clofe of the courfe, 
when the fyftem is fufficiently loaded, 
the effects of the remedy will be as 


confpicuous, but not quite fo rapid, or 
certain, as under confinement; and when 


it has been preceded by fome degree of 
tendernefs in the mouth, with proftra- 
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tion of ftrength, &c. for feveral days ; 
it is the limit beyond which we fhould 
not go. Indeed when thefe effeéts have 
fubfided, if the difeafe ftill continues, 
and nothing contra-indicates, the medi- 
cine may be again recurred to. For 
though in falivation the decifive revolu- 
tion feems fometimes to take place in a 
few hours; that depends entirely on its 
violence, and on the perfectnefs of the 
external and internal changes. We are 
not to expect the fame confequences in 
an alterative courfe. However, even in 
this, the tranfition from difeafe to health 
is remarkably quick, and is, at the end 
of the procefs brought about by the ope- 
ration of the medicine in a few days. 
Itis therefore lefs neceflary to guard 
again{t interruptions at the commence- 
ment, than towards the clofe of the 
courfe. For the bufinefs of the firf 
weeks is to caufe a due abforption and 
retention of a fufficient quantity of the 
medicine; the intention in the latter 
weeks fhould be carefully to wateh over 
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and fuftain for a proper length of time 
the anti-venereal effects of the medicine, 

The habit which falivates readily, is 
much more under control in this method 
than in the preceding, and the effects of 
purgatives, and thewarm bath, forre prefs- 
ing an impending ptyalifm are much 
more to be relied on. . And this is pro- 
bably owing to the concurring influence 
of a conftant expofure to the external 
atmofphere. 

But the moft troublefome cafe is, 
when the circumftances under which the 
courfe is purfued co-operate with an 
acquired or natural inaptitude to fali-. 
vation. The medicine has been introdu- 
ced, we will fuppofe, for feveral weeks ; 
no alteration, fave perhaps a flight ema- 
ciation, can be perceived in the patient’s 
appearance, nor any in the difeafe. What 
is then to be done? If the fymptom is 
a hazardous one and fpreading with ra- 
pidity, confinement will be the fafeft 
and beft affiftant to the cure. But if 
he cannot fubmit to’ this; if the dofes é 
of the medicine have been already in- 


H 4 creaied 


[ 104: J 


creafed to the utmoft, another prepara- 
tion may be added to the firft, and fo on. 
Or, if little or no tendernefs of the 
gums has yet taken place, a mercurial 
topic may be applied directly to the 
mouth and throat, which by giving to 
the medicine the property it feems more 
particularly to want, I mean the difpo- 
fition to affect the falivary glands, per- 
haps its proper operation on the fyftem 
and difeafe, may be produced. 

_ The beft medicine I know of, for this 
purpofe, is Mercur. alcahz. thrown dry 
from a. paper into the throat, and fud- 
denly wafhed down with water. But if 
this, and the other means recommended 
fail, there is no alternative but confine- 
ment. As to acinnabar fumigation to 
the throat, unlefs there are fpreading 
ulcerations on this part, it has too pow- 
erful an effect on the falivary glands to 
be trufted to; though this preparation 
might be applied as a topic, in the cafe 
of a fpreading chancre on the glans, and 
by this furface, a confiderable portion 
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of the medicine may be taken into the 
circulation. : 

The inconveniences of the alterative 
courfe, juft defcribed, may be ranged un- 
der two heads: the one appertains to it © 
as a method, its defects being inter- 
woven in its very nature, which no mo- 
dification in the application of the me- 
dicine can fully remedy. The other it 
poffeffes in fome meafure in common 
with the method under confinement. 
Under the frft, come all thofe cafes in 
which this method has generally, and 
will for ever prove injudicious and inef- 
fe&tual. It is injudicious to truft to it 
when a fymptom is to be treated which 
is proceeding with great rapidity; in 
which much more injury is likely to ac- 
crue to the patient, if he waits the iffue 
of the flow effect ufually attending an 
alterative courfe, than he can poffibly ret 
ceive from a temporary fore mouth.— 
I have fully fhewn that the decifive 
change in this method never can be pro- 
duced in a fhort {pace of time, unlefs 
falivation is abfolutely rifqued, and if 
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thistakes place, the courfe is ‘no longer 

an alterative one, for the cure mutt be 

finithed according to the method under 
confinement. If the anxiety of the pa- 

tient, or miftaken zeal of the practitioner, | 
prompts the latterto the ufeof a pow- 

erful topic before the proper antivene- 

real effects from the general application 

of the remedy have appeared, eight 

times in ten he will not curethe difeafe ; 

he will only damp the fire for the 

prefent, which at fome future time will 

rage in the old, or a new form with in- 

conceivable obftinacy: as this, therefore, 

can be only a temporary expedient, there 
is no man, I hope, however blinded he 

may be by prejudice, who will not fee the 

propriety, I had almoft faid the abfolute 

neceflity, of confining the patient under 
the circumftances juftdefcribed. It is in- 

effetual, when the power of habit and 

idiofyncrafy of the patient fo far predomi- 

nate, that no quantity of mercury, however 
large, can be made to produce the pieper 

putrefactive confequences. 
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Independent of the accidents to which 
thofe who have weak lungs, of every fem- 
perament, are liable from the action of 
mercury; there is one in which T have 
never feen a mercurial courfe entered up 
on, whether under confinement or in the . 
alterative way, but'with a great degree 
of ferious anxiety. ‘The cafe I have in 
my eye is the true and very delicate fan- 
guineous temperament, in which the 
complexion is exceedingly fair and florid, 
the hair light, the eyes blue, the make 
flender, the neck long and tapering, the 
fhoulders high, and the cheft perhaps 
narrow; in which there is a conttitu- 
tional propenfity to catarrh, to hemoptoe, 
and phthifis pulmonalis. Let the two 
methods which have been very fully, 
and I hope fairly confidered, be applied 
to this particular conftitution; and let 
any man, who is capable of determining 
from his knowledge in the natural pro~ 
grefs of difeafes, and in the effects of 
medicine, tell me, whether in fuch a 
conftitution an ° alterative courfe conti- 
nued for an obftinate primary, or fecon= - 
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dary fymptom, for one, two, or perhaps 
three months, during the coldeft and 
moft variable feafons in our climate, or 
even in fummer, is not much more likely 
from its confequences to be injurious, 
than the other method, which does not 
take up half the time, and in which all 
expofure to the inclemency of our at- 
mofphere and every kind of inducement 
to irregularity are wholly avoided: and 
laftly, in which the quantity of mercury 
neceflary for the cure is not perhaps half 
fo much... And this leads me to obferve 
farther, that in a tedious alterative courfe, 
the ftrong action kept up in the veffels 
is not of the acute, but of the chronic 
kind, which in every, even in the beft pof- 
fible, temperament, mu{t more or lefs 
difpofe to hectic. But I am happy to 
have it in my power to fay, that amidft 
the great variety of cafes, in which the 
alterative method only, can be employed, 
thefe zafortunia do not happen often: 
and, when they do, irregularities on the 
fide of the patient, who will not always 
fubmit to a proper regimen, have as 
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great, if not agreater fhare in doing the 
mifchief than the quantity of mercury 
received, the length of the courfe, or 
even the expofure to a very changeable 
atmofphere. For it is very wonderful 
how eafily, even delicate conftitutions 
will, by habit and a cautious exhibition 
at the onfet, accommodate themfelves 
to the ufe of this medicine, and feeming- 
ly without material inconvenience. In- 
deed, if it was otherwife, the remedy 
would be almoft literally as bad as the 
-difeafe. | 

An alterative courfe then, conduéted 
with the proper attention, may, with 
great propriety and general fuccefs, be 
applied to moft of the primary, and to 
fome of the fecondary fymptoms of the 
Liues Venerea. By the firft of thefe 
terms I mean chancre, chancrous exco~ 
ration, and venereal bubo: by the laft, 
a venereal fore throat, when a primary 
fymptom has preceded—venereal erup- 
tions—nodes—venereal pains— venereal 
excrefcences, &c. In the idiofyncrafy, 
too prone to falivation, it may be adopt- 
| 5, ed, 
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ed, perhaps, in preference to the method 
under confinement: the reafons for 
which have been already adduced, and I 
hope fufficiently explained. It mutt 
however be remembered, that this mode 
of cure. is more certain and fafe, 
in. fummer than in winter—~in a 
warm climate than in a cold one, and 
under a guarded expofure to the very 
variable atmofphere of this country, than 
under an regular courfe of life without 
fuch precaution. 

There are certain topical applications, 
which have been very freely employed 
as afliftants to the power of mercury 
for expediting a cure, or ftopping the 

hafty progrefs of particular fymptomg. 
Thefe may. be ranked under the general 
name of fedatzves, By the term, I mean 
not thofe only, which in ftrictnefs of 
etymology come under this head, as the 
vitriolic and faturnine; but ajl mercu- 
trial, and cauftic medicaments, whether 
ufed for the profefled purpofe of de- 
firoying a difeafed furface; or in-a more 
diluted fate, as promoters of good fup- 

puration 


Ferns | 

puration and granulation in parts ul- 
cerated. | For thefe, though they ad 
with fome degree of irritation, have yet 
ultimately, with .refpect to the difeafe, 
a fimilar effect with fedatives of the 
aftringent kind. In this clafs may be 
ranked -Cauff.. Lugar. whether in ‘its 
original form, or diffolved in a very 
Taree proportion of water. Merc. Pre~ 
cip. R. whether employed alone, or 
mixed with a cerate of wax and oil, &e.- 
They have a tendency to check, and 
ven cure a venereal fore, though the 
difeafe, of which this fore is a fymptom 
remains unfubdued in the habit. And 
this is one caufe of imperfe& curés in 
primary fymptoms, and will in part 
account for the great number of thofe 
called fecondary, which are daily met 
with. If thefe applications were em- 
ployed with proper caution, and fever; 
without the faireft and moft unequivo- 
cal general operation from the fpecific, 
this recurrence of the difeafe would not 
fo frequently happen, 
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Some of the beft writers, both ancient 
and modern, have cautioned us with a 
great deal of earneftnefs againft the ufe 
ef aftringent fedatives, and other repel- 
lents, in fome of the ftages of the Lues 
Venerea; particularly in the three gene~ 
ral primary fymptoms above mentioned. 
And being fully fenfible of the incon- 
veniences arifing from the application 
of thefe topics to a common chancre, 
which they could fee; they transferred 
the fame idea to the gonorrhea virulenta, 
which they feem to have taken for an 
internal ulceration of the chancrous kind. 
If their notions of the Gonorrhea had 
been juft, the doctrine they have laid 
down would have been equally and upon 
the fame principle applicable to both 
fymptoms. Without entering at pre- 
fent minutely into the theory of the 
Gonnortrhea, it may be worth while to 
fhew that though difagreeable confe- 
quences do fometimes arife from the 
application of fedatives to the train of 
fymptoms which go under that general 
name; yet a moderate attention to prac- 
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tice muft convince any one that they are 
not thofe of a chancre or chancrous ex- 
coriation, imperfectly or too fuddenly 
healed. For, from the latter we have 
generally fecondary fymptoms of the 
Liues Venerea; inthe former, fo far as 
my experience has extended, we have 
not. At leaft the affertion is {trictly 
true, in much the greater number of Go- 
norrhee which are daily met with and 
are called virulent: and if I miftake not, 
the ill confequences arifing from af- 
tringent fedatives when applied to them 
are of another and very different kind; 
and are owing mniore to mifmanaged in- 
 flammation, than fuppreffed infection. — 

At one period of a virulent Gonorrhza,. 
not only the whole traét of the urethra, 
but the glands in immediate connection 
with it, and which open into it, are ren- 
dered highly irritable, and are in a ftate 
of increafing inflammation. The fmalleft 
‘ftimulus appliedsto any one of thefe parts 
isvery readily extended to, and vibrates | 
throughout the whole. The difcharge 
under thefe circumftances, though thin, 
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and perhaps fomewhat ftimulating bears 
a proportion to the violence of the in- 
flammation; and when the latter is fuf- 
ficiently moderated, becomes greatly in-. 
{trumental to the cure; as it is an eva- 
cuation immediately from the part in- 
flamed, whofe vefiels it never fails to 
unload. If we put the idea of infection 
out of the queftion, the fame kind of 
antiphlogiftic treatment nearly becomes 
‘neceflary,in the inflammatory flage of 
‘this difeafe, as in a true peripneumony, 
‘with fpitting frem the mucous membrane 
‘of the lungs; or as inia very violent 
inflammatory catarrh; and as in thefe 
two difeafes the fudden fubfidence of the 
‘increafed fecretion from the membrane 
‘never fails to exafperate the infamma- 
‘tory fymptoms to fuch a_ degree, as 
-fometimes to threaten immediate fuffo- 
cation; or, if the patient efcapes this dan- 
ger, to terminate in fuppuration, ulce- 
ration, or adhefion; fo in Gonorrhea, 
‘when a check: is put to the difcharge 
from the urethra by an aftringent fe- 
dative,. by. a -calomel, .or any other 
injection, 
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injection, which diminithes confiderably, 
or totally ftops this natural evacuation ; © 
the tendency to phlegmonous inflamma- 
tion in every part of the canal, but that 
which the fedative immediately touches, 
is greatly increafed, and a train of deep 
feated inflammatory fymptoms enfue. A 
medicine of this kind therefore is in no 
cafe fafe under the circumftances above- 
mentioned ; it is unfafe even with an an- 
tiphlogiftic treatment, but it is infinitely 
more fo without it: and if the patient 
efcapes the effects of immediate inflam- 
mation high up in the paffage—hernia 
humoralis—affection of Cowper’s glands 
or the proftate, he moft frequently lays | 
the foundation of a future ftriétute. 

But the confequences of a fuppreffed 
venereal fymptom are very different, 
and are purely, and without the {malleft 
mixture of inflammation, thofe of repel- 
led infe€tion; and the never failing con 
fequence of an improper general or to- 
pical treatment of a venereal bubo, 
chancre, or chancrous ex¢oriation, will 
be to produce at a future, perhaps no 

a « very 
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very diftant period, fome one or more 
fecondary fymptoms; and in thefe, as 
well as every other cafe of the Lues Ve- 
nerea, properly fo called, the practitioner 
fhould depend as much as poffible on 
the general effects of the f{pecific for a 
cure. | 
Some have imagined that the firft ru- 
diment of achancre, thatis, the pimple 
before its converfion into an ulcer, was 
curable folely by the application of a 
cauftic; others go fo far as to imagine 
that an incipient chanere, even when it 
is fairly characterifed, may be in like 
manner healed, without any ill confe- 
quences enfuing to the conftitution; in 
both cafes they go on the principle that 
the complaint is merely local; that tne 
poifon has not yet entered the circula- 
tion, and. therefore that this kind of 
treatment cannot do any injury. With 
regard to the firft of thefe ftates, no man 
I believe can diftinguith with certainty 
a venereal pimple from one which is not 
fo. Butif .he could, the impropriety of. 
all topics is to the full as clear and irre- 
‘5 fragable 
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fragable as in the more advanced ftage 
of a chancres., Whether the infe<ting 
fluid be recetved by abrafion, in which 
cafe it undergoes a chdnge in the infect- 
ed part, on which it is depofited, or 
whether it is immediately abforbed by 
the lymphatic pores, and conveyed to 
- the inguinal glands, as when a bubo ap- 
pears as a firit fymptom; the fact I be- 
lieve is, that it is taken up and mixed 
with the circulating lymph, even in 
coitu. If that is the cafe, the practice I 
am now confidering mutt fall.to the 
ground,. and is on no principle whatever 
defenfible: fo that chancre, chanerous 
excoriation, venereal bubo, though ap- 
parently local affections only, are yet 
fymptoms of a general difeafe, which 
exifts in the habit from the moment of 

infection. | 7 
In a fmall, very recent, and unin- 
flamed chancre even water, when it has 
been taken. from a {pring impregnated 
either with aluminous or vitriolic par- 
ticles, may be fo powerfully fedative as 
to {top the progrefs and fermentation of 
ee a 
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the poifon on the part, and heal the ul- 
" ceration: and in this ftage of the dif- 
eafe Lotiq ex calomel Ung. Mercur. 
Cerat. alo. cum pracip. R. all medicines 
of the vitriolic or faturnine kinds, and 
many others, will have a fimilar bad ef- 
fect. In the more advanced ftate of a 
chancre the fame fort of applications may - 
be hurtful, by caufing the fudden cicatri- 
zation of the fore, or by making it put 
on that healthy appearance which fhould ~ 
be produced by the moft unequivocal ge- 
~ neral effeéts of mercury on the conftitu. 
tion, and, if poffible, by thofe only. 

~ And Iam very much miftaken if thefe 
kind of applications have not a tendency 
to drive back into the circulation a confi- 
derable portion of true infecting matter, 
which when achancre is left to the gene- 
ral operation of mercury would find an- 
exit from the part and from the fyftem, 
Whether it be owing to this circumftance | 
or no, I ‘cannot fay, but I think I have 
feveral times feen the progrefs of the 
more advanced fymptoms of the difeafe 
brought on before the ufual period, by the 
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too fudden healing of a chancre or chan- 
crous excoriation. An aftringent fedative 
generally leaves a mark on the cicatrix of 
a common chancre that it has healed, by 
which its action may be diftinguifhed 
from a topic fimply mercurial ; this mark 
is a general hardnefs of the part, or of its 
circumference, as if the ftyptic quality of 
the medicine had puckered up one large, 
or a number of {mall inflamed lympha- 
tics, and fometimes a turgid vetlel may be 
traced from this induration towards the 
neareft lymphatic gland. 

Mercury, even in its mildeft form, 
when ufed asa topic, is perhaps no lefs 
dangerous than a powerful a{taingent fe- 
dative ; though this opinion wants fome¢ 
further proof. | 

It may be faid that when a chancre has 
been healed by the general operation of 
the remedy fimply, aa no other topic 

has been ufed but mere water, and that 
only for the purpofe of cleanlinefs, that 
a fmall portion of infecting matter may 
adhere to the external parts fufficient to 
reproduce the fymptom when it has been 

40 once 
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once healed, or that by its contact with 
the febaceous matter of the glands, of 
mucus of the urethra, it may caufe a_ 
gonorrhea virulenta. Having often feen 
a chancre at the orifice of the urethra, 
fimple and without any one attendant 
fymptom of a gonorrhea which has yield= 
ed in due time to mercury only, without 
the {malleft appearance of this laft difeafe 
fapervening, I very much doubt the truth 
of the above opinion. But, fuppofing it 
well founded, it only proves this, that a 
certain portion of the remedy for the 
perfect elimination of the difeate, fhould 
be applied to the part infected, as well 
as to the fyftem, and that though a mer- 
curial topic may be called in, as an affift- 
ant tothe more powerful general effects 
of the medicine, it is byno means to be 
trufted to alone, or employed, when thofe 
effects have not been produced, or when 
they areimperfe@. 

If a mercurial fedative ats powerfully 
it frequently leaves no hardnefs on the 
. part by which its operation may be traced, 
‘it is therefore, when too much trufted 

to, 
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to, a more dangerous application than 
thofe of the aftringent kind. And even 
when the ftimulant is ufed to the fyftem 
in general, if its operation is defective in 
any of its mofteffential requifites, what 
is it but a fedative >—It will damp, and 
that for a very confiderable length of time, 
the difeafe it would have cured, had the 
proper internal and external effects been 

produced. : 3 
What has been faid in regard to feda- 
tives in general, will, I hope, be fuffi- 
cient to diffuade all thofe who have not 
attended much to their operation, from 
ufing them without a prefling occafion ; 
this ocoafion does fometimes occur in 
practice. In an ozena, in fpreading ul- 
cerations of the tonfils or uvula, in large 
f{preading chancres with confiderable 
phymofis, and perhaps in a few other 
cafes, they may be employed early, to 
prevent mifchief which is impending, 
and of the moft alarming kind; but when ~ 
they are, the general operation of the {pe- 
cific -fhould be complete in all its parts ; 
and {ometimes they may be neceflary, not 
only 
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only whillt the decifive putrefactive 
changes are taking place, but afterwards 
not fimply as means of cure themfelveé, 
but as powerful remedies to quiet local 
irritation, and aflift the proper antivene- 
real effects of the general ftimulant. 
When the difeafe is palliated, but not 
perfectly cured, by the joint effects of 
thefe kind of medicines, and a flovenly 
general ufe of mercury; the fymptom 
which fupervenes is generally much more 
difficult of cure than. when the fame 
fymptom has occurred from the imperfect 
operation of the medicine fimply, without 
the interpofition of any fedative topic. 

If a.venereal fympteam 1s fuffered 
to remain under the influence of no other 
circumftance, faye the general and proper 
action of mercury, by carefully watching 
the progrefs of that fymptom, a very 
good direction may be obtained as to the 
quantity of the remedy to be introduced, 
and as to the effects it muft raife in the 
fyftem. But if the appearance is altered 
by a topic, this very ufeful fource of in- 
formation is loft, and, in that cafe, the 
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only dependence for a cure muft be ona 
very powerful operation from the medi- 
cine; and this operation may perhaps be 
more violent than the difeafe would have 
required, if no fuch topic had ever been 
ufed. 

What has been now faid on hie aunts 
of fedatives, only refpects the patient, as 
an individual, and has no reference ta 
fociety.—But, if it be confidered, that 
every perfon, infected with chancres or 
chancrous excoriation may, during the 
exiftence of either of thefe affections, very 
readily communicate the difeafe to no 
- inconfiderable number of women, and 
that when once the infecting medium, 
the venereal matter, is done away from 
the: parts by the action of a fedative or a 
cauttic, it is evident, though thefe ap- | 
plications may bei injurious to the patient, 
yet they are certainly, in many cafes, ef- 
fectual in preventing the farther propaga~ 
tion of the difeafe from one fex to Ene 
other. 

From what has been faid re{pecting 
the external ufe of fedatives, the reader 

will 
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will fee, that Iam no enemy to them 
when they are employed merely to affift 
the general operation of mercury, by qui- 
eting local irritation, | Nor to the appli- 
cation of cauft. lunar. mer. pracip. r. 
pulv. fabin. &c. whenever the ftructure 
of any part is fo far injured, that the 
ufual applications to the fyftem will not 
reach it; asin fome excrefcences. But I 
would advife the utmoft caution in the 
ufe of the one fet of topics, or the other, 
in cafes of fimple uninflamed chancre, or 
chancrous excoriation; more efpecially, 
when the general effects of the f{pecific 
are, in any degree, equivocal. 


In the foregoing pages the ill confe- 
quences of a too fudden, and too violent 
an affection of the mouth; and the anti- 
venereal power of the method under con- 
frnement, when no fuch affection could 
 pofhibly be raifed, were diftin@ly nected, 
and the attention of the ftudent directed 


to that middie ftate, whigh is equidiftant 
from 
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from the two extremes, of violent faliva- 
tion, and the flighteft poffible impreifion. 
Having fo done, I was greatly furprized 
to find myfelf reprefented, as an advocate 
for common, or unqualified falivation, 
and of falivation only, in the cure of the 
Lues Venerea ; .more efpecially, as I} had 
taken fome pains to difcriminate between 
the zzternal, moft effential effects of mer- 
cury, which denote a putrefaCtion /u7 ge- 
‘meris, from thofe which are external: 
and liad actually applied this very princi- 
ple of putrefaction, in contradiftinG@ion 
to falivation, as the only probable one, 
that could account for the known anti- 
venereal power of the remedy. The for- 
mer inquiry, fo far as it went, was by 
no means defigned to raife the reputation 
of the one method, unfairly, and at the 
expenee of the other; but it was a free, 
and liberal inveftigation of the merits, 
and demerits of both, as they are gene- 
rally pra@tifed. It did not tend to an im- 
plicit reliance on any one mode of treat- 
ment, univerfally; or in all poffible 
cafes. But it thewed clearly, the pro- 
| priety 
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ptiety of adopting the leading principles 
of:-falivation, or the alterative method, as 
circumftances fhould dire&. In the dif- 
cufion of a great practical queftion, I 
was, it is true, under the neceflity of en- 
tering into a minute examination of the 
ufwal effedts of falivation, in all its diffe- 
rent ftates. But the particular application 
of thefe effeéts, to the feveral degrees of 
virulence, and ftages of the difeafe, was 
referved for a fubfequent part of the work. 
And though a general preference was 
viven to the middle {tate above fpecified ; 
yet that ftate differs very materially from 
common falivation. It is neither raifed in 
the fame .manner; nor has it any of 
thofe painful effects attending it, which 
render that procefs greatly dreaded by all 
ranks of people. To apply the term of 
common, unqualified falivation, there- 
fore, to fuch a mercurial courfe is to con- 
found two things, which are, in their 
own natures, widely different. 

If by the term falivation, I have been 
fuppofed to mean, the mere falivary fe- 
cretion, more efpecially when it is vio- 

lent, 
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lent, itis readily allowed, that that, is 
not neceflary to a cure; becaufe it is, 
when unconnected with other effects, an, 
-evacuation only. But I haveall along in= 
tended the word in a very different fenfe ; 
and employed it, to exprefs a method of 
cure under confinement, without any re- 
ference to the mere falivary difcharge ; 
but in which the mouth is moft fre- 

quently more or lefs affected, not fim- 
ply with an increafed fecretion of faliva, 

but generally ;—with tendernefs; flight, 

fuperficial excoriation ; temporary fecef- 
-fion of the gums from the teeth; and a 
greater, or lefs degree of fcetor of the 
breath. Thefe external effects are de~ - 

{cribed to be nearly fynchronous with 
others, called zzterual. And I be- 
_lieve the produ€tion of the Jatter, in 
a greater or lefs degree, to be in every 
cafe truly venereal, abfolutely necefiary 
to, a. cure, -and:.that. no inftance. of 
failure can be adduced, in which they 
have been perfec? ; and they may be fo, 
not only without any degree of falivation, 
but almoft without any perceivable affec- 
tion 
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tion of the mouth,-the one fet of effects 
is always neceffary ; the other, only when 
the putrefactive changes cannot be pro- 
duced, without the abcceapen cone exter- 
nal type. 

When an affection of the mouth has, 
‘however, by accident, arifen to any de- 
gree of violence, and manifefted a very 
quick and extraordinary degree of antive- 
nereal power, (as in the firft hiftory given, 
page 19,) to deny its efficacy would be, 
to be wholly infenfible to a felf-evident 
truth. 

Without applying this fact to any par- 
ticular cafe, I mentioned it, as a circum- 
ftance worth knowing. And I ftill main- 
tain, that there certainly is a fuperior de- 
gree of power annexed to the remedy, 
when the whole of the putrefadtive pro- 
cefs takes place with this train of confe- 
quences ; a power, which, no modifica- 
tion in the effects, fhort of falivation, can 
conftantly produce. But the application 
of this fact, to the fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe, is another queftion; which I can 
only confider at prefent, in a curfory 

manner, 
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manner. When a practitioner ‘attempts 
to cure fecondary fymptoms, without 
producing a fore mouth, he will fome- 
times find, even under the advantage of 
confinement, after atrial of fome weeks, 
that his patient is far from well: in fuch 
a fituation, it will be a comfort to him- 
felf, and no fmall benefit to his employ- 
er, to know, that by increafing the dofes 
of the medicine, fo as fairly to raife this 
affection, (though by no means fuch a 
one, as cameon by accident in the above 
cafe, or fuch as is generally underftood by 
the term falivation,) that the cure will 
certainly follow. Every man, converfant 
in the difeafe, muft be fenfible, that fuch 
a kind of falivation is fometimes unavoid- 
able ; and they who are not, fhould have 
the candour to be filent, till time and ex- 
perience fhew them, whether the propo- 
fition be true or falfe. | | 
To explain more fully the sonhiens $ 
ideas of the method of cure under confine- 
ment he wifhes to recommend ; (for fa- 
livation, in the common acceptation of 
the word, he cannot allow it to be.) All, 
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he contends for, is the propriety of pro- 
ducing the important putrefadtive changes 
fo often mentioned, with a fhort lived 
tendernefs of the gums, and parts within 
the mouth, with feetor, and moderate 
fecretion of faliva. A chain of effects, 
which, in his opinion, fhould be neither 
raifed haftily, nor by too fmall a quantity 
of mercury, but progreffively ; after feve- 
ral days have been fpent, in forming a 
fuficient accumulation; which effeds 
are not to take place as in falivation, aé 
the commencement, but towards the clo/2 of 
the courfe *. When the quantity intro- 

duced 


 * If Boerhaave, Wan Swieten, and fome other authors 
are confulted, it will be found, that they endeavoured 
to raife falivation, by a few dofes of the medicine, in a 
very fhort fpace ef time. Thefe dofes were, indeed, 
large, or taken fromthe moft ative preparations of metr- 
cury, and-when they had once raifed what they gonceiv- 
ed to be the precife quantity of falivary difcharge, they 
kept it up to that point for a greater or lefs number of 
days. — But tho’ their dofes were large, the agere- 
gate quantity of the fpecific ufed was generally fmall. In 
all thofe cafes in which the flux was neither hafty, nor 
fo; violent as to preclude the further introduétion of mer- 
cury, the quantity in circulation might cafily be inereaf- 
ed, and when this was properly attended to, the cures. 
effeXed 
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‘duced has raifed the ufual changes in the 
fyftem, and thefe have been followed by 
the removal of every fymptom of the 
difeafe, then the medicine may be difcon- 
tinued, and its effects fuffered to fubfide ; 
in general, without the neceflity of em- 
ploying it for alonger time. But if the 
changes fhould not be perfect, nor the 
fymptoms cured, the ftate of the mouth 
will be favourable to the further ufe of 
the remedy, and the quantity in circula- 
tion may be immediately increafed, with- 
out the fmalleft lofs of time, till it has 
reached the precife point. 

- Laying afide other confiderations that 
might be offered; fuch a method of cure 
is, generally, much lefs exceptionable than 
an alterative courfe 3 becaufe the practi- 
tioner has the remedy wholly within his 
power, under the moft favourable circum- 
ftances, foracure; becaufein this way, a 

K 2 muth 
effefted by this method were perfe&t. But in all hafty, 
rapid falivations, when the do&rine of Sydenham, that 
the difeafe could be cured only by falivation, was too 


implicitly relied on, ornot clearly underflead, they muf 
have failed very frequently. 
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much larger quantity of it can be fafely in- 
troduced within the fame given time ; and 
alfo, becaufe its natural operation feems 
to be more perfect. It is preferable to 
hafty or ordinary falivation ; becaufe the 
quantity of mercury taken in, and re- 
tained, is not limited; becaufe the ne- 
ceflary accumulation may be completed 
without interruption; and becaufe the 
pain infeparable from the ufual method 
of falivating, is, in a great meafure, ob- 
viated. It has advantages, even over 
that method of treatment, in which fa- 
livation is intended, but in which, little 
or no perceivable affection of the mouth 
ean be produced; becaufe it will cure in 
much lefs time, than fuch method; be- 
caufe it requires a much f{maller quantity 
of mercury to effect a cure; and becaufe 
‘itis, from that very circumftance, pro- 

bably lefs injurious to the conftitution, 
The above treatment will cure many 
fecondary, as well as primary fymp- 
toms. . The alterative method; will 
‘do. the’ fame;' though by ‘no’ means 
gn fo fhort “a time, nor “with the 
fame 


’ 


[Penge] 
fame certainty, or fafety. I firtcerely © 
-with I could fay, from experience, that 
thefe methods were always equal to the 
difeafe. But the truth ought not to be 
concealed. The uninformed fhould know, 
that there are fome fymptoms, which no | 
alterative courfe, hitherto made public, 
will ever cure, fo as not to have a relapfe 
in future. Nor will even the above.me- 
thod under confinement fucceed, in fome 
few cafes ; unlefs the quantity of mer- 
cury employed be confiderable, and the 
effects carried to the fair point of faliva- 
tion. When I fay that, I advert, parti- 
cularly, to the kind of habit, in which — 
the requifite putrefaCctive procefs cannot 
be made to take place, without a confi- 
derable affeGtion of the mouth; and to 
the cure of the moft obftinate ftages of 
the difeafe, 

A more direct, and circumftantial ap- 
plication of the above method, #nder 
confinement, when its effects on the ba- 
bit, and meuth, need only be flight; of 
ghe fame method, when more forcibly 

K 3 , urged 
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urged to fair felwvation ; ; and of the alte- 
rative; will be given hereafter. . 
They only, who have carefully noted 
the operation of the fpecific i in the worft 
fecondary fymptoms, can have a jutt, or 
adequate idea of the force, with which 
the difeafe, as it were, rivets itfelf, to fome 
conftitutions. I have made choice of 
thefe, as the faireit tefts, for determining 
the relative degrees of power in the fe- 
veral methods ; ; and waited patiently for 
years, to fee, whether the cafes that I~ 
fuppofed cured, actually remained fo. I 
have fcarce met with a fingle inftance 
of relapfe, in any’ cafe, in which the 
method under confinement was properly 
conduéted, It has cured venereal opthal~ 
mlz, withoat leaving any defect to vifion ; 
venereal farcoceles ; “eruptions ; difeafed 
bones, of many years ftanding. It has 
permanently cured obftinate ulcerations 
in the face, ‘tongue, and throat ; fome of 
which had’ exifted for’ years, and, from 
the little effec produced on them, by al- 
terative and lefs rigid mercurial courfess 
had been thought to be cancerous and 
. | ifeurable. 
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incurable. And in all thefe cafes it was 
not only neceffary to ufe the fpecific, in 
the manner recommended under confine- 
ment ; but to carry the effects to that 
point, at which it will generally pro- 
duce the proper zzfernal changes, either 
with, or without a fair /alvation: and it 

has always cured with the greateft faci- 
lity, when this alteration in the fyftem 
has taken place wt falivation; with 
much greater difficulty, when it has not. 
Though I believe that the one way may 
be as certain, as the other. From thefe 
facts, I think myfelf fully vindicated in 
giving a fuperior degree of efficacy to this 
method. But, what is frequently the 
only remedy in cafes like thefe would 
be much too powerful for the milder and 
more general venereal fymptoms, parti- 
cularly for fome of thofe, called primary, 
To cure which, a lefs quantity of the me- 
dicine, and much flighter effects, will 
amply fuffice, | | 
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PARTICULAR SYMPTOMS, 


H AVING in the foregoing pages made 

fome general remarks on the medi- 
cal properties of mercury in the LuesVene- 
rea, I mean, at prefent, to point out more 
particularly, the dpplication of thofe 
properties to the feveral ftages of the dif. 
eafe. And that the reade’s attention may 
be the more readily fixed to its proper 
objeé, as I proceed, I fhall note the me- 
dical treatment of each individual. fymp- 
tom, mentioned in the firft volume of 
this work. The former arrangement on 
the application of mercury was 2 gene~ 
ral one; in which I endeavoured to fhew, 
the different degrees of power in the me- 
dicine, under different circumftances, 

| elie Aare ei hale | 
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and was meant as a foundation for this 
part of the work. I am now to adapt. 
that power, as far as I am able, to par- 
ticular dtymptoms, having, at the fame 
time, a reference to the fpecific difeafe, 
as the fource from which all thefe fymp- 
toms originate. ‘To this end, the quan- 
tity of mercury introduced into the cir- 
culation, the effects of that medicine on 
the fyftem and mouth, together with 
that influence, or power, which natural- 
ly arifes from a juft combination of effect 
with quantity, muft be attended to, and 
proportioned, to the different ftages, or 
degrees of virulence in the difeafe. If 
the firft of thefe requifites (the aggregate 
quantity) be wanting, the effects of the 
medicine, how violent foever they may 
be on the conftitution, or mouth, will 
frequently fail. And on the other hand, 

if, through inattention or want of judg- 
ment, thefe effects are never produced, 

the fame misfortune will frequently fol- 
low from the largeft quantity. There- 
fore, that feems to be the moft fuccefsful 
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pian, in which certain effects on the con- 
ftitution, and mouth, are raifed by a due 
quantity of the medicine, Having al- 
ready explained my ideas very fully, as to 
the effects to be produced, J need not 
repeat them in this place, It may, how- 
ever, be expected, that I fhould endea- 
vour to fix and afcertain the quantity of 
mercury generally neceffary for a cure, 
But as this has been fhewn to be indefi- 
nite, and fluctuating, it will be beft left 
to the judgment of the practitioner. As 
a general rule, I fhall only fay, that from 
a jut confideration of the fymptoms be- 
fore him, whether primary or fecondary, 
whether of an early or late date, when 
joined to a proper degree of attention to 
the effects and quantity of the medicine 
taken in, or abforbed, he may eafily af- 
certain this matter to a certainty.’ As I 
do not mean:to give a recipe for every 
fymptom, in the manner of a receipt- 
book, fo I look upon it, that whoever 
knows the difeafe, and is in poffeffion of 
the facts I haye taken fome pains to efta- 

a Blith: 
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blifh, with refpect to the effects of the 
medicine, can be at no lofs, as to a very 
fafe and effectual method of ufing it, nor 
of applying it properly to the generality 
of cafes that may occur, whether prima~ 
Ty or fecondary, whether flight or violent. 

But there is one thing which muft not 
be omitted. An early apthous chancre 
| certainly does not require for cure, €i- 
ther fo large ‘a quantity of mercury, of 
fuch- confiderable effects, as a more obfti-. 
nate primary or fecondary fymptom, 
And this is almoft the only inftance, in 
which the “difeafe confidered ab{tracted- 
ly, and without a reference to Gonor- 
thea Virulenta, can be faid to require 
a {maller quantity, or flighter effects in 
one fymptom than in another: A late 
chancre,- an eruption, a node,. and every 
fecondary fymptom whatever, demand, 

as parts of the fame infectious difeafe, 
not only the fame {pecific effects, but. 
nearly the fame fpecific quantity of the 
medicine. Thus, lefs than HAydrarg. 

crud. zviij, even under confinement, 
will feldom cure an Wegss's chancre, when 


ufed 
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ufed in the way of friction. In later 
fymptoms zxvi. or more, are generally 
neceflary, unlefs what is wanting in 
quantity is fupplied by the violent ope- 
ration of the medicine on the contftitution 
and mouth; and thefe, it muft be re- 
membered, will often compeniate for 
the want of quantity *, 

The general dofes employed i in frictions 
are, from Hydr. crud. gr. Xv. to zi. and 
upwards, about a third part of which, 
and not more, may, perhaps, by rub- 
bing for half an hour, get fairly into the 
circulation. I look upon Aydrarg. gr. 
x. Balf. fulp. ext. to be equal to Ung. 


~ * Tn. the cure of a fecondary Faastean under con= 
finement, I have known thirty grains of Hydrarg, ufed 
by friftion, when the effe&ts on the mouth have been 
violent, cure within a fhort time—and on the other 
hand, I have obferved a fecondary fymptom of the fame 
kind, withftand the effects of the medicine, and not yield 
to it, under five weeks, though confiderably more than 
eight ounces has been employed in the faireft manner.— 
As a general rule, perhaps. the quantity for a primary 
fymptom fhould be never lefs than 3i. nor lefg 
than 31}. for a fecondary one; when (as I faid before) 
the violence of its operation does not ep the place of 


quantity. 
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Mercur. fort. 31j. and fo in "bhi 
for a larger dofe. 

With refpect to Mercur. calc. cals- 
mel. folut. fublim. and: fome other chy- 
mical preparations of the mineral; as 
they vary greatly in point of ftrength, 
fo are they very variable in their effects. 
The quantity neceflary for a cure mut 
of courfe be exceedingly different in them 
all, I fhall:therefore only obferve, that 
the precife quantity of each preparation 
is afcertainable by due attention to its 
ftrength and effects on the mouth, habit, 
and difeafe. As thefe effects appear un- 
der confinement, or in the alterative me- 
thod of ufing mercury, in both which 
there is a very remarkable difference in 
the aggregate quantity neceflary for a 
cure, as has been already very fully fhewn. 
Perhaps the beft of them is the Mer. 
calc, and this medicine I am convinced 
‘ may be fafely given for a continuance 
in a larger dofe than has been cuftom- 
ary. I have exhibited it to the quantity 
of gr. ij. notte maneque, by a gradual in- 
creafe from the firft dofe, and with 

great 
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great effe&; and in thofe whofe bowel 
are not eafily ruffled, it may perhaps be 

given in {till larger dofes, 
Early Chancre not very irritable, ap- 
thous—date from. the time of receiving in- 
fection, within three weeks: vide vol. I, 
p. 23.—- * The cure conducted under con- 
finement by fri€tions—the effects to be 
produced—fetor of the breath, flight 
affection of the mouth, without mercu- 
rial _griping, or much increafe of the fa- 
livary fecretion towards the clofe of the 
courfe, and principally by the latter dofes 
of the medicine. Every friction from 
the beginning to the end of the courfe, 
mutt be fairly performed for the {pace of 
half an hour, by the patient himfelf, 
with his naked hands. The dofe origi- 
nally begun with, may, after a little 
time, be doubled, trebled, or quadru- 
pled, as circumftances may dire; and, 
even at that increafe, continued for 
the neceffary, but indefinable period. At 


* Teall this fpecies of chancre apthous—but it may, 
with more propriety, be compared to a fmall fpot, or 
portion of rufty bacon, 


the 


{ 143 ] 
the clofe of which (as has been already _ 
faid) the above effects, which mark ina — 
flight manner, the decifive operation of | 
the medicine, fhould be produced, and 
they will, when raifed by the proper 
quantity of mercury, fhew a notable in~ 
fluence on the difeafe. The appearance 
of the chancre, after fpreading a little, 
will alter: its callous edges, and bafe 
will foften, it will grow clean, and be- 
come a healing fore. In fome cafes thee 
effets happen after ufing the remedy for. 
eight or ten days, even before the mouth 
becomes affected; but moft frequently 
not till a few days later, when the mouth. 
and fyftem are evidently touched by the 
general: operation of the medicine, at 
which time the venereal ulceration heals 
almoft immediately. But if it fhould 
not, the accumulation muft be increated. 
till that event takes place fully. The 
fore fhould be not only healed, but 
perfetly cicatrized without the fmal- 
left remaining hardnefs, and it may fre- 
quently be neceflary to continue the me- 
dicine for two or three days longer. The 
difeafe 
4 | 
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difeale i is now only in its infancy, fo that 
the effects of the medicine need not be at 
all violent, and they are fo certain in 
their operation, that they entirely fuper- 
fede the ufe of all topics, water and dry 
lint only excepted; And as the local irri- 
tation is in this ftage-of chancre too tri- 
fling to require attention, there can be 
no neceflity for any other application. 

When the fore has been thus perfectly 
healed by the general operation of the me- 
dicine alone, the parts muft be kept 
clean, by wafhing them for a few days 
with foap and water. 

If it be confidered, that this fymptom, 
flight as it feems, is the principal origin 
of all that train of confequences, which 
have been defcribed under. the head of 
fecondary fymptoms, it will not, I hope, 
be deemed a waite of time, if I urge, in 
the moft carat manner, a due degree 
of attention to the quantity of mercury 
introduced, and to its effects on the 
mouth, fyftem, and difeafe. J leave the 
quantity to be determined by the judg-. 
sment of the pra@itioner; and fhall only 
fay, 
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fay, that from the moft accurate obfer- 
vations I have been able to make, from 
a great number of cafes, it does not ap 
pear to me, that more than half what is 
generally neceflary in a primary fymptom 
of a much older date, or in a fecondary 
one, is neceflary in this ftage of the dif- 
galepin.. 

I have hitherto fuppofed th medicine 
employed under confinement, which I 
am convinced; from numbérlefs inftances, 
is the moft eafy method, both for the pa- 
tient and practitioner, when it can be 
complied with. But when this cannot 
be fubmitted to, either from the particu- 
lar fituation of the patient, his prejudices, 
or idiofyncrafy, an a/terative method 
muft be followed ; and here the aggre- 
gate quantity of the medicine muft be 
confiderably increafed, and the time of 
cure prolonged. It is however in gene- 
ral perfectly fafe. 

With refpeét to the condué& of it, care 
- fhould be taken, that the connexion be- 
tween the feveral dofes thould be pre- 
ferved, if poflible, entire, and without 

Vou. Il. the 
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the intermiffion of a fingle day, till 2 
confiderable accumulation is made. We 
will fuppofe, that not lefs than Hydrarg. 
crud. 3{s. has been fairly ufed. The ef- 
fects of the medicine fhould now be 
clofely attended to; if the mouth is not 
affected, and the fore, either at a ftand,. 
or but juft beginning to look well, it 
will be evident, that the prefent quanti- 
ty is infufficient for a cure. The accu-~ 
mulation muft therefore be increafed, and 
the ufual dofe doubled, or otherwife en=” 

larged ; and each dofe will operate more 
powerfully if ufed at fhort intervals. 
When the violence of the effcéts does not. 
call for a diminution, or difcontinuance 
of the ufual dofe, the procefs fhould al- 
ways be carried on from a quantity com- 
paratively fmall, to a much larger. If 
this order is inverted, that is, if after 
employing a full dofe, the practitioner 
either negligently, or without neceflity, 
has recourfe to a {mall one, or goes from 
a ftrong preparation to a weak one, the 
courfe is immediately checked, and the 


effects to be expected from it, weakened. 
With 
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With thefe precautions the medicine is to 
be urged till the fore heals, {moothly, 
perfe@tly, and without the {malleft re- 
maining hardnefs. In a. cafe fo recent, 
as that now fuppofed, by the fair intro- 
duction of a fufficient quantity of mer- 
cury, even tho’ the effe@s on the mouth 
and habit fhould be fo flight as to be 
{carcely perceivable, a cure will frequent- 
ly follow, and that, when fuch quantity 
is by no means large, though always con- 
fiderably.larger, than in the method under 

confinement. | 
But it fometimes happens, even in this 
early ftate of the difeafe, that the mouth 
and fyftem muft be more evidently af- 
fected before the fore will heal, or thew 
the {malleft tendency towards healing. 
Tendernefs of the gums, fcetor of the 
breath, difpofition to increafed fecretion 
of the faliva, languor, proftration of 
{ftrength, fudden emaciation, fometimes 
with, fometimes without a dyfenteric 
kind of affection of the bowels, arifing 
after a preceding coftivenefs, are the 
leading external marks denoting the deci- 
Ly 2 five 
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jive internal changes, which are at fuch 
time going on in the fyftem, and as they 
are all fynchronous with thefe changes, 
they alfo are decifive; and as fuch, when 
alefs powerful operation from the medi- 
cine has been tried and failed, may be 
eonfidered as the precife point to which 
we may fafely go. And it 1s very feldom 
that we need go beyond this point, and, 
in my opinion, we never ought to do it 
immediately, that is, without waiting 
the effect of thefe phenomena. 

Having thus in the firft place fecureda 
fair accumulation of the medicine, and 
then produced the natural effets from 
that accumulation towards the clofe of 
the courfe, whilft the fyftem is loaded, 
’ we muft wait the refult. In fome cafes 
the fore immediately heals upon the com- 
ing on of thefe fymptoms : when I fay 
immediately, I mean in the fhort period 
of a night’s time. But in others it may 
be three, four, or more days ; for which 
time it will be right to truft to the pre- 
fent effects of the medicine, without at- 


tempting to leffen or increafe them, un- 
lefs 
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lefs they flag or become violent. Irrita- 
tion will fometimes prevent a chancre 
from healing perfe@tly, even when the 
quantity of mercury has been a full one, 
and all the above effects in due degree ; 
under that circumftance, after waiting 
for the operation of thofe effects on the 
fore for three days, I would immediately 
deftroy the old furface, and caufe the 
regeneration of a new one, by touching 
the part with the Lapis Lunaris: and 
with the fame intention the Merc. corrof 
R. &c. may be employed. 

For the few days, during which the 
medicine is producing its decifive effects, 
_ irregularities on the. fide of the patient 

fhould be carefully guarded againft, ex- 
pofure to night-air, and to cold fhould 
be avoided as much as pofflible; and if 
the bowels fhould be dyfentrically affect- 
ed, this fymptom mutt be attended to. 

It is very remarkable, but as far as my 
obfervations have gone, I have conftantly 
found it true, that an affection of the 
bowels, with griping and tenefmus from 
. mercury, unlike every other dyfenteric 
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kind of affection, fhould never be treated 
by any kind of purgative, not even the 
moft gentle. This fhould be particularly 
noted, for I have feen very great incon- 
venience arife from a non-attention to it. 
In more than two hundred cafes I have 
known this fymptom, and that reftleff- - 
nefs which often accompanies the fhort 
period, during which the medicine is ra- 
pidly producing its decifive effects, re= 

lieved immediately, as by a charm, fole- 
ly by quieting the general and local irri- 
tation with a warm opiate. Pilon. Rom. 
gr. xx, will generally anfwer this purpofe 
effectually. But if a fingle dofe fhould 
be infufficient, or produce only a tempo- 
rary relief, it may be repeated every eight 
hours, or night and morning. It will 
add to the efficacy of the medicine, if the 
patient will keep himfelf warm, and 
compofe himfelf on the bed for a few 
hours. Coftivenefs, with fome flight 
increafe of the tendernefs of the gums, 
and difpofition to an increafed fecretion 
of faliva, come on in confequence of this 
treatment; the patient finds himfelf 


greatly 
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greatly refrefhed, and in a fhort time, 
the whole of the effects fubfide. And, 
generally, from the moment irritation is 
quieted by the above means, the further 
ufe of mercury becomes unneceflary. 

Some perfons may perhaps think me 
premature, in applying the decifive ef- 
fects of the medicine’ thus early in the 
cafe of a recent chancre. ‘They certain- 
ly are not always neceflary in this ftage 
of the fymptom: .a fair accumulation of 
the medicine, with a very flight affec- 
tion of the mouth, without the dyfen- 
teric effect, being generally fufficient to 
heal the fore perfectly, and without dan- 
ger from future confequences. In the 
method under confinement juft given, 
I muft beg to be underftood with the 
fame limitation. But inftances do now 
and then occur in both courfes, even in 
this ftage ofthe difeafe, in which they 
muft be produced, 

In the habit, not naturally difpofed to 
an affection of the mouth, the preceding 
coftivenefs, the flight feetor of the breath, 
the fudden emaciation, languor, and pro- 
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ftration of ftrength, &c-. coming on after 
a confiderable accumulation has been 
made, feem equally decifive, with the 
more evident effects of the medicine juft 
pointed out, and as fuch may be relied 
upon. isenees;. 
The above method under confinement 
to effect a cure, takes up from fourteen 
to twenty one, or more days. The alte- 
rative, four, five, fix weeks, and when 
the medicine operates with fome degree 
of fluggifhneis, the time of cure may be 

two months. | | 
The Jame fpecies a chancre fal more 
advanced; the date from ‘infection Siam 
three to fix weeks, but ftill without inflam- 
mation or increafed feeretion of febaceous 
matter. (Vide vol. J. p. 30.) Thecure 
of this {tage will be beft performed under 
confinement, becaufe the difeafe is at this 
period making hafty ftrides towards the na- 
tural time of an eruption: and if the me- 
dicine is not introduced, fo as to antici- 
pate this laft fymptom, the difeafe will 
be vaftly more difficult of cure afterwards. 
In an alterative courfe, it frequently hap- 
pens, that though the power of the me- 
dicine 


Es 

dicine feems to keep off the eruption, 
yet the chancre remains at a ftand, with-~ 
out healing. If a topic is ufed to pro- 
mote the healing, and no further effects 
are produced from the fpecific, though 
it be ftill continued in confiderable quan~ 
tity, either an eruption, a fore throat, 
or fome other fecondary fymptom will 
probably follow. It is, therefore, clear 
that the great thing wanting, in the al- 
terative courfe, is a due degree of force 
in the decifive effects of the remedy. 
Befides, from the conftant irritation the 
part fuffers by exercife, as well as from 
the flow effects of the medicine, this 
courfe does not always prevent the fpread- 
ing of the fore. And this is another ar- _ 
gument in favour of confinement, and 

that very neceffary degree of quictude, 
which is the certain confequence of it. 
For thefe reafons, in the ftage of chancre 
now under confideration, confinement 
is generally preferable to an alterative, 
courfe, when it can be ufed with pro= 
priety. And if that is the method pur- 
fued, even though the fore be of feveral 
weeks ftanding, and the difeafe going on 
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quickly towards an eruption, yet, as the 
‘medicine will operate fully, and under 
the moft favourable circumftances, the 
chancre feldom fpreads much, or be- 
comes highly irritable: after enlarging 
a little, it gets clean, and at length heals, 
without any {upervening affection of the 
febaceous glands. Water, even in this 
cafe, is the beft wafh, and a {mall piece 
of foft fine lint, the beft topic. ' But, 
if it fhould fo happen, that more than 
that fhouid, from the largenefs and irrita- 
bility of the fore, become neceffary, 
Merc. corrof. R. opt. levig. gr. xx. cum 
cerat. alb. %j.. will make the difcharge 
lefs acrimonious, by thickening it; and 
the fore Jefs irritable, without healing 
it too foon. If the aggregate quantity 
of the fpecific is, what it ought to be, 
a full-one, and ufed under confinement, 
it may not-always be neceflary to urge it, 
till it produces a dyfenteric affection. 
It is, however, in general, much fafer 
to produce all the decifive effects of the 
medicine. | 
Alterative method. The application of 
this kind of courfe is nearly the fame in 
this 
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eh as in pe preceding ftage of chancre. 
The two ftages only differ in date, and in 
the degree of virulence. And, therefore, 
the extn there given for the produ@tion 
of the moft unequivocal, decifive effects 
of the medicine will apply, with more 
propriety, to this flage than to that. 
And I hold it to be of excellent ufe when 
it can be done, to enjoin confinement for 
a few days towards the clofe of the courfe, 
that thefe effects may be fairly raifed ; 
and that no injury may arife from expo- 
fure to inclement weather, irregularities, 
SoC. for this is the time, at which 
thefe circumftances may be more parti- 
cularly dangerous. Every one fees the 
impropriety of a perfon, whilft under a 
courfe of mercury, under confinement, 
expofing: himfelf to thefe inconveni- 
ences; and yet nothing is. more common 
than to neglect this kind of care, at this 
period of an alterative courfe. It may be 
faid, that habit and the gradual expofure 
toMarryGce 32 during acure by this me- 
thod, fortify the conftitution fufficient- 
ly againft the danger, During the for- 
‘ ak, GA ea > ie ae wg) mer 
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mer part of the courfe, and to the time 
at which the decifive effects are begin- 
ning to take place, this mode of reafon- 
ing may perhaps apply. But two rea- 
fons may be given, why, at this particu- 
lar period, it is certainly inapplicable. 
In the firt place, the inconveniences I 
have mentioned will difturb the natural 
operation of the medicine.—In the next, 
Every conftitution appears to be infinite- 
ly more fufceptible of the bad effects of 
cold air, &c. at this, than at any other 
period of the courfe, becaufe the whole 
fyftem is at fuch time, in a weak and lan- 
guid ftate, with every pore and every fe- 
cretion open. In this ftage of chancre, 
it is frequently neceffary to urge the me- 
dicine in this kind of courfe, till it 
caufes, not only the other confiderable 
effects of mercury, but the dyfenteric 
affection. When thefe circumftances are 
difregarded, the tedious period of two, 
or perhaps more months, muft be waited 
for, and even with that clog, the fame 
fuite of effects will be often required be- 
fore the cure can be compleated. 

Chancre 
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Chancre of nearly the fame date with 
the preceding ; ; but with confiderable irri~ 
tability, increafed fecretion from the feba- 
ceous glands of the part, and difpofition to 
phymofis. Vide vol, 1 page 32. 

The fame general means of relief are 
applicable in this, as in the preceding 
cafe, and the propofition muft be taken 
in its fulleft extent. As to topics, if 
they can be avoided, fo much the better. 
By attending, from time to time, to the 
ftate of the fore, the practice may be 
regulated as to the quantity of the medi- 
cine neceflary, and as to its effects and 
operation om the difeafe. But, if the 
part is kept in motion by exercife, or 
otherwife irritated, that natural tendency 
which a late chancre always has to {pread 
will be confiderably increafed; and the 
fyftem being at the fame time ftimulated 
by the medicine, a phymofis may pro- 
bably come on. To obviate this, the 
part fhould be.kept carefully clean, irri- 
tation fhould be quieted by opium, after 
having lowered the impetus of the cir- 
culation by evyacuants, and motion 

| fhould 
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fhould.bé avoided as much as “poffible ; 
having. fo done, the weak mercurial ce< 
rate, above recommended, may be tried. 
If it. fimply thickens the difcharge, 
without increafing the irritability of 
the parts, it may be continued. But 
if it irritates too much, or the prefent 
fubfifting irritation is very great, a lotion 
ex calomel. et aq. rofar. may be fubftituted. 
If this fhould not agree, a weak folu- 
tion of the /etio antifeptic. of Saint Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital may be had recourfe 
to. The latter is a very powerful fedative, 
but it is alfo an aftringent, and as fuch 
apt to leave a hardnefs on the part. For 
which reafon the mercurial is perhaps 
preferable. | | 

It would be fortunate for the credit 
of the alterative method if this plan, or 
indeed any other fimilar one, was gene- 
rally effectual in obviating phymofis. 

‘In this ftate of the difeafe, the moft 
trifling irritation on the part from exer- 
cife, riding or intemperance, will fre- 
quently render thefe, (and J firmly believe 
every other means conducted under the 

pre- 
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_ prevalent idea of an alterative courfe, par- 
ticularly where a natural tendency to phy- 
mofis prevails, ) abortive. Reft,abfolute un-~ 
equivocal reft, with every collateral affitt- 
ance that can poflibly be had,from quieting 
the local and general irritation, muft be 
joined to the immediate; and moft de~ 
cifive effets from the remedy. If this 
is not done, the difeafe will either con- 
tinue to make its ravages without a fuf- 
ficient check, or, if the applications ufed 
locally, act powerfully, other fymptoms, 
and in particular thofe of the fecondary 
kind, will come on; and the parts qui- 
eted will continue in an unnatural, cal- 
lous, difeafed ftate. To prevent thefe dif- 
agreeable circumftances, reft muft be pro- 
cured by keeping the parts from motion 
under itritt confinement; the other 
_ means for quieting irritation muft be alfo 
ufed, and the operation of the remedy 
fhould be complete in all its parts, and 
urged to the production of ney effential 
requifite. 

If the favourable time for obviating 
pron} is neglected, or if the means 

employed 
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‘employed to prevent this fymptom fail 
of producing the defired effet, then, to 
the methods recommended above, there 
muft be joined a more particular local 
treatment; for, on the latter much will 
depend. The prepuce has, we will 
fuppofe, inflamed throughout, and no 
longer fuffers. the glans to be denuded, 
the difcharge from the chancre, which 
is now highly irritable, from the con- 
traction of the orifice of the prepuce lodges; 
there 18 an excoriation of the feba- 
ceous glands on the furface of the bala- 
nus, and from the prepuce being inter- 
nally in the fame ftate, a thin, and very 
acrimonious fecretion takes place, which 
adds very confiderably to the irritation. 
The difcharge from confinement, becomes 
every moment more and more ftimulating; 
and unlefs the progrefs of the fymptoms 
are checked, the prepuce floughs at the 
upper part, and the glans, after fuffer- 
ing from the fpreading of the chancres, 
makes its way through the aperture, 
formed by this floughing. 
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It fometimes is, fometimes not practi- 
cable to prevent this train of fymptoms 
—when the prepuce will no longer fuf- 
fer the glans to be denuded, and the 


. parts are not yet in fo highly irritable a 


te 


ftate, as to be too tender to bear the 
ufe of frequent injections of warm water 
and other fluids between the glans and pre- 
puce, Inject. ex calomel. vel mercur. pana= 
cea alb. cum vel fine mucilag. gum Arab. 
or Lotio antifept. diluted, may be em- 
ployed. Opium muft be ufed, guard- 
ing the patient at the fame time from 
coftivenefs, and the fpecific introduced 
boldly, and in full dofes. In fome cafes 
the impetus of the circulation muft be 
previoufly lowered. Thefe means, if ufed 
fufficiently early, will probably fave the 
prepuce, and prevent much injury to the 
glans. But, as I have elfewhere hinted, 
under circumftances like thefe, falivation 
(taking the term in its common accepta- 
tion) is frequently a fubordinate confide- 
ration, and muft, at all events, be rifqued. 
For it may happen, that nothing but the 
coming on of a painful affection of the 
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mouth will put a ftop to the rapid pros 
grefs of irritation on the glans and pre- 
puce. The affection of the mouth feems 
in this cafe, to actin a twofold way, by 
correcting the virulence of the difeafeé, on 
which the local irritation of the chancre 
depends; and by the revulfion, a new 
irritation, raifed in a different part of 
the fyftem, makes, from the original one. 
If the prepuce floughs, the parts fhould 
be kept clean, by wafhing them with 
warm water, and with one or other of 
the above mercurial lotions, and after- 
wards drefled, Cerat. mercur. corrof. rub. 
If, during the feparation of the parts, a 
confiderable hemorrhage fhould enfue, 
it may be checked by aftringent fedatives 
locally ; and the cortex given internally; 
buta flight bleeding will be falutary, and 
help to take off diftention. During the 
inflammatory ftage ofa phymofis I would 
rely on opium, and the above means, ra- 
ther than the cortex; but when the parts,’ 
from irritation or over-diftention, ‘have 
actually floughed, the latter may be 
given. in full dofes. The fores, thofe I 
mean 
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mean which are unavoidably the confes 
quence of the floughing,.as well as the 
original chancres, are venereal, and, as 
-fuch, require both a general and a local 
application of mercury. As an immedi- 
ate dreffing, a poultice of boiled carrots, 
or of farina lint, will be found a very 
ufeful one, more efpecially if the parts 
ulcerated are at every drefling wafhed 
with one or other of the above-men- 
tioned mercurial lotions *, 

The irritable, livid, fpreading, moift kind 
of chancre. Vide p. 39. Vol. I. 

What there may be in this fpecies of 
chancre to render it fo peculiarly diffe- 
rent from the other is difficult to fay. 

With refpe& to topics, which its great 
irritability, and the uncommon acrimony 
of the difcharge feem to require, they 
are, for the moft part, indifpenfably ne- 
ceffary. But if that happy medium can 
be found, of quieting the local irritation, 
whether it be done by opium, or other 

M 2 means, 


* Or the fores may be dréffed with lint, moiftened 
with thefe lotions, and the part afterwards covered with 
a pledget of cerate. 7 
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means, without the application, from its 
aftringency; f{pecific, or fedative power, 
healing the fore prematurely, a very great 
point will be gained. With regard to the 
general operation of the medicine, the 
quantity fhould be a full one, and as great 
as in the more advanced ftate of an ap- 
thous chancre ; and its effeéts fhould be in 
every particular complete. From the un- 

- €ommon rapidity and virulence of this 
fymptom this condu& appears to me nee 
ceflary; even when no topic has been em- 
ployed. But when fedatives have been 
ufed, it becomes infinitely 'more worthy 
of attention. And, in this cafe, I am of 
Opinion, that nothing fhort of a large 
accumulation under ftrict confinement, — 
and of the unequivocal produdtion of the 
decifive external, as well as internal, ge- 
neral effects from mercury, will cure. 
A large accumulation, with only a flight 
affetion of the mouth, without dyfen- 
teric affection, even under fix weeks con- 
finement, I know, in one cafe, did not °° 
cure: the fore, indeed, healed, but an ul- 
ceration of one of the tonfils came on two 
months 
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months afterwards; and this happened, 
though the topic employed was nothing 
more than the cerat. rub. mercur. and fo 
flightly impregnated with mercury, that 
it feemed to act in a very gradual manner, 
and more as a digeftive than as a fedative, 
It is fometimes abfolutely neceffary to 
employ the Lotic antifept. Lotio ex calo~ 
mel, &c. merely to diminifh the great ir- 
ritability of the fore, and prevent phy- 
mofis; but, whenever this is done, Iam 
of opinion, that the general effects of the 
~ medicine fhould not only be fuch as I 
have juft defcribed, but that, in the at- 
tempt to bring on the decifive internal 
effects of mercury, even falivation may, 
(after a fufficient accumulation of the me- 
dicine), with propriety be rifqued. To 
{peak the truth,relapfes would probably be 
lefs frequent than they are, if the opera- 
tion of the remedy was, generally, carried 
to this point. The moft proper time in 
every mercurial courfe for the employ- 
ment of a powerful topic to chancre feems 
to be only during the three or four days 
at the clofe of the courfe, when the me- 
M 2 dicine 
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dicine is quickly producing its antivene= 
real effects. In every cafe where this 
period can with fafety be waited for, it 
fhould, perhaps, be done. But when. 
from the havock likely to enfue immedi- 
ately, in confequence of the irritable 
{tate of a chancre, or chancrous excoria- 
tion (asalefs evil muft ever give way to a 
greater) the ufe of fedatives is warranta- 
ble. But whenever they are ufed, the 
operation of the fpecific fhould be in 
every re{pect perfect, for its partial effects 
are not to be depended upon ; and it has 
appeared to me, a point of the utmoft 
confequence, to confine the ufe of topics, 
whenever it can be done, to the period 
above-mentioned, that the effects of the 
application, and the general operation of 
the fpecific, may take place, nearly at 
the fame time, which fhould be on the 
fecond, third, or fourth day from the 
commencement of the decifive, general, 
effects of the medicine, | 
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Cure of Bubo. The management of 
this fymptom muft be regulated by 
its different ftates. In its moft ear- 
ly ftate the induration is trifling, 
barely tender to the touch, and the 
inflammation only beginning. In the 
fecond, both the tendernefs and in- 
duration are confiderably increafed, and 
the inflammation proceeding faft to the 
third ftage, or that of fuppuration. 
In the fourth, an opening having been 
made, either by art or nature, the mat- 
ter is thereby difcharged, and there re- 
mains an external: fore, with a difeafed 
vuide, or cavity, 

In the firft of thefe flates, by leaving 
the original fymptom (the chancre) un- 
der that difcharge which naturally be- 
longs to it, and interpofing a cooling pur- 
gative now and then, during the intro-= 
duction of mercury, a part of which may 
be rubbed in, below the difeafed gland, 
it may very frequently be prevented from 
increafing. And as the medicine ope- 
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rates on the chancre, fo will it aé& on the 
induration—violent exercife, drinking, 
and whatever tends to increafe the circu- 
lation, fhould be avoided, and in fome 
cafes an antiphlogiftic regimen enjoined. 
The cure may be conduéted either in the 
alterative method, or under confinement; 
the latter is generally preferable, becaufe 
local irritation can be fufficiently guarded 
again{t; and becaufe the medicine, by 
producing its effects within a fhort fpace 
of time, will, probably with more cer- 
tainty, anticipate fuppuration in. this 
method than in the alterative. If the 
habit will bear Calomel. mercur. calc. or 
the folution. fublim. the copious fecretion 
thefe will produce from the glands of the 
inteftines, will tend to unload the lym- 
phatic fyftem univertally, and make a 
powerful revulfion from the inflamed 
part, and in many cafes very properly 
fupply the place of frictions and antiphlo- 
giftic purgatives. The date of the bubo, 
if that is the only fymptom,-or of the 
chancre, if it is not, mut regulate the 
quantity and effécts of the medicine. 

That 
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That inflammation which attends the 
formation of a bubo, may generally be 
removed as certainly by the decifive ope- 
ration of mercury, as the f{preading and 
irritability of a common chancre, proba- 
bly becaufe the inflammation is immedi- 
ately dependent on venereal infection, 
When a lymphatic gland has been once 
indurated, and the difeafe cured by the 
{pecific, it is generally requifite to keep 
the fyftem cool, and the belly open for 
fome time, to prevent a fecond enlarge- 
ment. And this is more particularly ne- 
ceffary after a cure has been effected by 
frictions. 

In the fecond ftate of a bubo,the inflam- 
mation and enlargement of the gland are, 
I will fuppofe, confiderable. In this 
kind of cafe it is often a queftion, whe- 
ther, when all other circumftances are 
equal, it is beft to ufe mercury under 
confinement, or in the alterative way. 
In favour of the firft, it may be faid, that 
when the proper effects are produced, 
the medicine will frequently anticipate 
' fuppuration, and if it does not, it will 
diminifh 
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diminifh the enlargement fo much, that 
the future collection of matter will rather 
deferve the name ofa boil than a bubo: 
This is fometimes true. But it more 
frequently happens, that. after a full and 
fair introduction of the {pecific under con- 
finement, the gland, though it ceafes 
to be inflamed, remains more or lefs in- 
durated ; for fome time it fhews no ten- 
dency to fuppurate, but when, after a 
difcontinuance of the medicine, the pa- 
tient takes to his former habits of living, 
and ufes exercife, then the gland in- 
creafes, and inflames a fecond time, and 
finally proceeds to fuppuration. So that, 
after the ufual length of time {pent under 
confinement, anew courfe mutt be com- 
menced, and the management of a fup- 
purated bubo attended to. Befides this s 
accident in this ftate of a bubo, there is 
another which fometimes arifes in the 
method of cure under confinement. Ifa 
fore mouth comes on unexpectedly and 
prematurely, during the cure of a chan~ 
cre, the firft effet of the accident is to 
leffen the ifcharge from the fore, which 


imme« 


Pires 

immediately puts on the appearance of 
healing: this may happen when the ope- 
ration of the medicine is much too par- 
tial, and-long before the difeafe is cured, 
and may give rife toa buba, From every 
chancre there runs a lymphatic veffel to- 
wards the neareft lymphatic gland, which 
veflel is the channel by which the poifon 
is conveyed from the part infefted, fir 
to this gland, and thence into the fyftem : 
when the medicine operates fully and 
fairly, the abforbent acts fo powerful- 
ly, that the venereal matter it is conftant- 
ly taking up, till the fore is healed, paffes 
through the gland, without delay, and 
into the blood ; with which itis mixed, 
_ and ultimately changed by the putrefactive 
procefs then going on in the fyftem. But 
if, from the too partial operation of the 
medicine the abforbent acts too weakly, 
the matter may be ftopped in the neareft 
lymphatic gland; it there remains quiet 
for a thort time, but at length infamma- 
tion comes on, and the tumor fuppu- 
rates. J am in fome doubt, whether ve- 
nereal matter thus depofited in a lym- 

phatic 
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phatic gland, can be removed with 
fafety, without bringing that gland to 
fuppuration.—I rather think it cannot. 

For the above reafons, when a bubo 
is in the ftate I am now fuppofing, and 
not too much inflamed, if the fpreading 
of the chancre, or its irritability do not 
require abfolute reft; or if there is no 
other particular circumftance to ‘render 
an alterative courfe improper, I am of 
opinion, that a cure will be beft con- 
ducted under it. Exercife, the way in 
which the patient will probably live, if 
he does not confine himfelf, and the fti- 
mulus of the medicine, which will be 
introduced gradually and by moderate 
dofes, will co-operate in bringing on a 
gradual fuppuration, and a cure, within 
the ufual period of an alterative courfe. 

When fuppuration has taxen place ful- 
ly, and the integuments are become thin, 
the matter may be difcharged by, a {mall 
puncture with a lancet, or by rubbing 
the fkin with a piece of good Lapis Infer- 
nalis till it has produced a {mall efcar, 
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not larger than a filver penny * If the 
cauftic is ufed, the efcar muft be imme- 
diately divided, and the matter difcharged. 
I believe, that the method of leaving the 
efcar to flough out, without making an 
early divifion, has a tendency to produce 
a re-abforption of matter into the neigh- 
bouring lymphatic glands, and to en- 
large them. The abfcefs may fometimes 
be fuffered to break of itfelf. 

When an opening has been once made 
by art, or nature, nothing of the irritat- 
ing kind muft be applied, either to the 
fore or its immediate vicinity. ‘There 
muft be no poking after what are called 
finufes, but irritation muft be kept off; 
and the beft dreffing willbe a foft poul- 
tice ex farina lint, Under this gentle 

| treatment, 


*This method of opening buboes I had, many years ago, 
from the late Mr. Spray, who had been in the habit of 
ufing it ever fince the year 1747. He frequently opened 
abfceffes in the fame manner, and fometimes deftroyed 
{mall encyfted and fcirrhous tumours, by tnbbing them 
for a few minutes with the above cauftic.—And it was 
to that gentleman that I owed the hint of ufing it to the 

-fcrotum and tunica vaginalis for the radical care of the 
bydrocele, 
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treatment, if the fpecific is at the fame 
time introduced properly into the habit, 
the parts which were before in a difeafed, 
indurated, painful ftate, will fubfide, 
they will daily become lefs tender, and 
the vuide, or cavity, however large, will, 
_ by degrees, fill up, and contract itfelf. 
‘Fhat fach has been the event from this 
mode of treatment, I have very frequent- 
ly experienced, and, I apprehend, that 
the prevention of a phagadenic fore, 
which fo often follows a bubo, depends, 
in a great meafure, upon the fmallnefs 
of the opening, and quantity of {kin 
preferved; which, as it is the moft na- 
tural, fo is it, I believe, the beft de- 
fence againft irritation, and the beft pof> 
fible covering to the difeafed cavity. 
Large dilatation, taking away a confidera~ 
ble portion of fkin, either by excifion or 
cauftic, have ever appeared to me, not 
only ufelefs, but detrimental, by mak- 
ing the fore highly irritable, which, un- 
der better and more gentle treatment, 
would never become fo. 


When 
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When the cavity is in a manner obli- 
terated, and healed up, there will be 
fometimes a difficulty in uniting a fmall 
portion of ikin to the furface immedi- 
ately under it. If the two furfaces are 
irritated with a probe, fo as to caufe the 
effufion of a few drops of blood, and af- 
fifted by preffure, a union may generally 
be effected. This want of union is moft 
likely to happen when a bubo has been 
fuffered to break of itfelf. 

Treatment of a bubo after fuppuration, 
when attended with confiderable irritation. 
This fubject would, perhaps, come 
more properly under the head of fecon-~ 
dary fymptoms than under this. But, as 
itis generally the confequence of mifma- _ 
naging a bubo, after appeae I mutt 
confider it in this place. 

This {tate of bubo is moft likely to 
arife in an alterative courfe, from the 
conftant irritation of riding or walking, 
from the local application of ftimulants, 
or from the difeafe ftill lurking in the 
habit. It may alfo arife from improper 
rough treatment under confinement. The 
, effect 
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effect of thefe caufes will be'to produce 
a hard, crade, painful fore, which, 
though it may be faid to contract itfelf 
daily, and to put on fomewhat of the na- 
tural appearance of a healing fore, yet it 
either does not heal at all, or does not 
fhew a tendency to heal, in a kindly 
manner. A foft poultice is here the beft 
drefling. Opium may be given inter- 
nally, and if the difeafe is not cured, 
- frictions may be performed, both on the 
oppofite thigh, and below the fore of 
that which is affected, if thefe have been 
ufed in the alterative way and fail, con- 
Gnement, abfolute reft, either with or 
without more powerful effects from the 
{pecific, as circumftances may diredt, 
amuft be enjoined, having always a refe- 
rence to the immediate producing caufe. 
Sometimes, in confequence of vene- 
real mifchief, the lymphatic glands, after 
fuppuration, and the difcharge of the 
contents of the abfcefs, remain in fo dif- 
eafed a ftate, that they muft gradually 
fubfide, or melt down before the fore 
can be brought into a healing ftate. By 
avoiding 
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avoiding irritation of every kind, and 
trufting principally to the general effects 
of the medicine, what was difeafed will 
by degrees digeft off, the cavity will con- 
tract, granulate, and, at length, heal. 
The melting down I here mean, isa 
kind of fecondary fuppuration, which 
fometimes takes place in thefe glands, 
and feems analogous to the diffolution of 
the cellular membrane produced in an 
abifcefs, when that membrane floughs: 
and therefore muft be diftinguifhed from | 
what is, ftrictly fpeaking, phagedenic. 
It is frequently met with after the aper- 
tion of buboes in the alterative method, 
when the quantity of mercury, and its 
effects on the fyftem, have been trifling 5 
and it requires nothing but an eafy dref- 
fing, reft, and the fpecific continued 
fufficiently long, to effect a cure. 

The true phagedenic bubo differs very 
much from the preceding, and moft fre- 
quently arifes in a later infection: in 
which, befides a great irritability of ha- 
bit, acquired partly from difeafe, and 
partly from the effects of the remedy too 
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foreibly urged, or too long continued, 
the ufual tendernefs and irritability of the 
fore are greatly increafed. 

In page 68, Treatife on Mercury, 1782, 
1 noted that, from the effects of mer- 
cury, when urged too far, befides a per- 
manent degree of weaknefs, to a very con- 
fiderable degree of general irritability, 
was often joined a partial one. That a 
phagedenic appearance from mercury 
would in confequence fometimes arife, 
. behind the pofterior dentes molares, which 
appearance would fpread towards the 
uvula. If, under the fame circumftan- 
ces of irritability, there fhould be a ve- 
nereal ulceration on the tonfils, which, 
at one period of the courfe, had looked 
well, that that ulceration alfo might be- 
come phagedenic. That a venereal bubo, 
from the fame caufes, might get into the 
fame ftate, the fore becoming exquifite- 
ly painful, and highly irritable, fpread~ 
ang from corner to corner at a great rate, 
eating away and undermining the fur- 
rounding fkin irregularly; fo.as to pro- 
duce an ill-looking ulceration, with rag- 
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ged, callous, fiery edges. It was faid 
that thefe appearances were fometimes 
the mere effect of mercury, but that they 
were alfo producible by the exiftence of 
a latent venereal taint, as it were rouied 
up, but not eradicated by the ftimulating 
power of the medicine. 

It naturally follows from this account 
of a phagedenic fore, after the opening 
ofa bubo, that the cure mutt be two- 
fold—that in the cafe arifing from the 
meré irritation of mercury, when it 
has been urged too far, or ufed while 
the patient was not in a proper {tate to re- 
ceive it, the whole treatment muft depend 
on quieting general and local irritability. 
To anfwer the firft of thefe intentions, 
amild, bland diet, chiefly confifting of 
fuch fubftances as afford good nourifh- 
ment without heating the fyftem, milk, 
country air, farfaparilla, and, in fome 
particular cafes, in which the debility 
is great, bark, taken either in fubftance, 
decoction or cold infufion (as circum- 
{tances may direct) wiil be proper. Reft 
muft be procured by opium, and it is 
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evident. from the late very ufeful experi- 
ments of Mr. Grant, that this medi- 
cine may be given in this kind of cafe. 
in a much larger quantity than has been 
cuftomary. In fhort it may {ometimes 
be given almoft as freely in this {pecies 
of irritability, asin that which attends 
the mortification of the toes and feet 
defcribed by Mr. Pott. The irritabi- 
lity of the part may alfo be quieted by 
the external application of a folution of 
opium in water *,, All greafy applicae 

tions 


® J have fometimes found the external application of 
opium of ufe in painful fores of every kind, and par- 
ticularly in the prefent cafe; but if it be confidered 
that the quantity of opium, abforbed froma fore, is not 
only in proportion to the ftrength of the foluiion ufed, 
but that the extent of furface of that fore, to fay nothing 
of the difpofition to abforption, which the abforbents 
of the part may at onetime, perhaps, have more than 
at another, it will be evident that not only the proper 
dofe at each dreffing, but the propriety of continuing 
that dofe for a length of time, muff bea matter of fome 
confequence, requiring a very minute attention. The 
fame may be faid refpecting the internal ufe of this me- 
dicine.. If there is an irritability which more particu. 
larly. requires its affiftance at one time, or in one difeafe 
more € than 3 in another, there is alfoa period, in moft 
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tions feem to do hurt: I have found the 
beft dreffing to be a poultice of boiled 
carrots, either ufed alone, or with a 
{mall portion of farina lint to give it 
confiftence. The effect of boiled carrots 
in procuring eafe, in leffening the quan-~ 
tity, and in ameliorating the quality of 
the difcharge, from a gleeting painful 
fore is very great. It is perhaps the 
~mildeft of all digeftives; it immediately 
alters the difcharge, which, from being 
large, thin, and acrimonious, foon 
iedies thick, well conditioned, and 
{mall in quantity. It will have fimilar 
good effeéts, even in cafes truly cance- 
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cafes, at which that irritability ceafes. In the prefent 
complaint, ftrength generally fucceeds to great irrita- 
bility; and whenever that happens, after the conftitu- 
tion has been for a time’ habituated to this medicine, no 
injury may perhaps follow from its continuance in full 
dofes; but when great weaknefs prevails, the power of 
habit i in fome meafure lofes its influence, and that of the 
medicine, in the dofe originally employed, returns. In 
fuch a cafe, if opium is employed at al], it fhould be, 
{ apprehend, in the fmalleft, and by nq means in the ac- 
cuftomed dofes. Debility is itfelf a difeafe, often re. 
quiring a ftimulas rather than a fedative ; and opium is 
afedative of the moft powerful kind, 
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rous. Its power is fo extenfive, that 
it might be applied to all irritable fores 
univerfally, with great advantage. It is 
not only a diminifher of local irritability, 
but a powerful antifeptic, and will in all 
cafes leffen, and in fome take off entire- 
ly the ufual fcetor of mortifications. © 

I have obierved a very confiderable 
difference in the effects of the boiled, and 
the raw root. The latter is fomewhat 
ftimulating; in cafes where floughs or 
mortified parts muft feparate, and where 
‘the local irritation is not very great, it 
will not only take off, or diminifh the 
-feetor, but will caufe a fpeedy fepara- 
tion of the difeafed from the found parts ; 
that done, it ceafes, in my opinion, to 
be of ufe, and the boiled root may be 
fubftituted. 

Befides the above means in phagadenic 
bubo, it will fometimes be of ufe to wafh 
the fore with a lotion ex aq. rofar. 8 ca 
Jomel. vel mercur. panacea alb, alfo aq. 
calc. cum calomel. &c. , 

When a bubo becomes phagadenic, 
and the difeafe is not cured, the cafe is 

much 
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much more complex than the former, | 
and more difficult of cure. The bef 
method feems to be to corre&t the habit 
and flate of the fore in the firft inftance 
by the means laid down for the preceding 
cafe. After which, {mail dofes of mer- 
cury may be gradually applied to the ha- 
bit—flight frictions ; or Mercur. calc. in 
{mall dofes, per fe, or with fulph. aurat. 
ant. calomel. given in the fame manner, or 
Solut. fublim. &c. may be employed, ei- 
ther fingly or varioufly combined accord- 
ing to circumftances, and the cure be 
afterwards compleated in the ufual way. 
If the Lues Venerea is making its ravages 
in other parts of the fyftem, as well as 
in one of the groins, and thofe ravages 
are likely to be of ferious confequence, 
in that cafe, a mercurial ameliorant may 
be joined with the means recommended 
for taking off irritability, from the be- 
ginning. Either of the above mercurials 
will anfwer this intention, and when the 
yice of conftitution has been by thefe 
means fufficiently mended, the {pecific 
may afterwards be more forcibly intro- 
| N 4 duced 
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duced for the perfect eradication of the 

difeafe. | 
Having in p.30. vol. I. fufficiently de- 
fcribed another very irritable {pecies of 
fore arifing from a bubo, in which the 
lymphatic glands remain hard, or other- 
wife difeafed, and confidered it, as a con- 
fequence of mifmanagement. Imutft, in 
this place, mention what appears to me 
the moft probable means of prevention, 
and of curing it, when it has actually 
taken place. With refpect to preven- 
tion, that will depend upon the care 
_ taken to avoid, as much as poffible, ir- 
ritation of every kind, whether applied 
to the part or to the fyftem. The habit 
of the patient, the method of employ- 
ing mercury for “his cure, the effect of 
that medicine on the conftitution, and, 
in fhort, the whole treatment of the 
bubo, from fimple enlargement to fuppu-~ 
_ ration, and from apertion to the filling 
up of the cavity, are all to be attended 
to, and the cafe condudted, according to 
the gentle method I have laid down. If 
that is followed, I believe a phagedenic 
fore 
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fore would very feldom, and one of the 
kind I am now confidering, never hap= 
pens .ciuiguel | ste 

If, -however, a cafe of this kind has 
taken place, the difeafed glands within the 
eavity of the ab{cefs will be fimply in a 
{tate of irritation, and enlarged, or elfe 
one, or more of them, having paffed this 
ftage, will have fuffered a floughing of 
their external coats or coverings, the 
body of each gland f{prouting up in the 
form of an almoftinfenfible fungus, with 
a furrounding fore, highly irritable and 
painful. 

In the firft of thefe two ftates, all the 
means recommended for the cure of a 
phagedenic bubo, dependent fimply on 
local and general irritation, muft be ap- 
plied. By thefe the tumified parts will 
fubfide, the coats of fuch glands as ftill 
remain entire, will granulate, the whole 
fore will contract, and finally heal. I 
mean, if the difeafe be cured by the {pe- 
cific. And if it is not, the. treatment 
muft be a mixed one. But irritation muft 

| at 
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at all events, be quieted in the firft ine 
ftance. | 

If the coat of a gland floughs, there 
being nothing now left to limit the ex- 
panfion of its fpongy body, the latter 
fhoots out into the form of a fungus, 
which is very little fenfible, though the 
enlarged gland, whilft its covering remain= 
ed entire, was perhaps exquifitely fo. 

The methods recommended for the ex- 
tirpation of the fungus are the knife, li- 
gature, or cauftic. Of thefe, the latter 
appears. to me moft unexceptionable, 
provided the application ufed be a proper 
one; and the furrounding very irritable 
parts are carefully defended with lint, 
whilft the fungus is touched with the 
caultic. 

Fhe cauitic employed in this cafe 
fhould be of a particular kind. The 
lapis infernais will irritate too much, 
and, in fpite of the care taken to guard 
the neighbouring parts from its action, 
they will, perhaps, fuffer. The lunar 
cauftic, not only irritates toomuch, but 
it does not act with fufficient power. 


Befides, 
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Befides, the application employed (as 
was before obferved) fhould be of a par- 
‘ticular kind. It fhould, if poflible, 
have one property which neither of the 
others pofiefs. It fhould be capable of 
effecting the deftruction of the part dif- 
eafed, with the leaft poffible degree of 
pain, and, if it could be done, of att- 
ing principally by its fedative power. 
Many years ago, I had a boy under my 
care for a large lax, fungous kind of ex~ 
crefcence on his chin, which I mortified 
by the application of a concentrated folu~ — 
tion of facchar. faturni in water, and I 
had no further trouble with it. The 
part acted upon by the fedative feparated, 
and the fore healed very kindly. From 
this inftance, it is plain, that, though 
in a diluted ftate, this medicine is an 
aftringent fedative, yet, when concen- 
trated or crude, it is a kind of cauftic. 
From fuch an application I fhould ex- 
pect aereat deal, it might be ufed with 
bread, without oil or animal fat, in the 
form of a poultice. The parts which are 
the moft fensfible it could not injure. 

Thofe 
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Thofe which are difeafed, in a manner 
infenfible, and almoft out of the laws of 
circulation, by its fedative power, it 
would fhrink and mortify. 
Nor is this the only medicine which 
is applicable to the prefent cafe. It is 
well known, that pulv. fadin. is very 
commonly ufed for the deftruction of 
verruce. What are the effects it pro- 
duces? On the furrounding found parts 
it caufes flight excoriation rather than ul- 
ceration, on the excrefcences themfelves 
~ it adts more powerfully, caufing them to 
moulder away. ,There is a fomething in 
the found parts which keeps them from 
lofs of fubftance; there is a want of vs 
vite, ai{ponginefs, or a fomething in the 
verruce, which makes this medicine 
caufe the complete deftruGtion of them, 
without doing the like injury to the fur- 
rounding parts, though thefe are both 
fenfible and irritable. And what is ex- 
traordinary, thefe effects it produces with 
very little pain, and the parts irritated 
remain cool, and generally without in- 


flammation. 
A. What 
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What has been faid refpecting the pro- 
perties of the above medicines will apply 
in fome meafure to the vitriol ceruleum. 
It has been for ages in ufe, as a means of 
deftroying the fungus arifing in fores of © 
all kinds. In its crude ftate, it is a 
flight cauftic, from the intenfity of its 
aftringent and fedative properties. Ina 
weak folution with water, it is a very 
. gentle and powerful aftringent fedative, 
it repreffes profufe difcharges of all 
kinds, even when they arife from 
the cavities of joints; it is antifeptic; 
and a diminifher of irritability, not only 
when ufed externally, but when employed 
internally; it has none of the deleteri- 
ous qualities of lead, and therefore may 
be applied with perfect fafety for the 
deftruCtion of the fungus above defcrib- 
ed; and I fhould hope, in preference to 
every other method. 

How far either of thefe applications 
may be ufed with propriety to fome can- 
cerous fores, which do not admit of ex~ 
tirpation by the knife, may be perhaps 
worth an enquiry. | 

Vow. II. Venereal 
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Venereal Eruption. (page 46. vol. I.) 
Fortunately for the cure of this fymp- 
tom topics are of no avail, and therefore 
the general effects of the medicine alone, 
are to be relied on. 

As the difeafe has now gained its acmé, 
and fhewed itfelf by puftules on one 
furface, namely, the fkin, between which 
and other furfaces, namely the tonfils 
and periofteum, &c. there is an evident 
confent, the tranfition of infection from 
one to the other being extremely eafy. 
And, as at this period, the living power 
itfelf feems to be univerfally difeafed, 
from the difpofition to metaftafis which 
now prevails, fo it will be more parti- 
cularly neceflary, that the operation of 
the-fpecific fhould be in every refpect 
perfect; the practitioner neither trufting 
folely to the largeft quantity, nor to any 
effects of the medicine, when unfup- 
ported by a proper accumulation. When 
idiofyncracy does not render an altera- 
tive courfe more eligible than the me- 
thod under confinement, the latter 
will be generally preferable. In both 

methods 
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methods the accumulation of the medi- 
cine muft be a large one, and its general 
effects proportionably great. In. both, 
towards the latter part of the courfe, the 
external as well as internal changes, fo | 
often mentioned, fhould be raifed, where 
it can be done with fafety. In the altera- 
tive method thefe may be made to take 
place without falivation, but, under con- 
finement (when idiofyncracy does not 
refift) after about one half of the medi- 
cine generally found neceflary to cure 2 
Aecondary fymptom, has been fairly in- 
troduced, an increafed fecretion of faliva, 
and affection of the whole mouth, are ra~ 
ther to be aimed at than avoided. Whe- 
ther it be that the increafed flow of 
faliva, by cleanfing the lymphatic fyftem 
(which not only receives, but probably 
retains the feeds of infection throughout 
the whole progrefs of the difeafe) more 
completely than any other fecretion, I 
will not fay ; but the truth undoubtedly 
is, thatacure, not only takes place with 
moft certainty after a fufficient accumula- 
tion, wnen the mouth is fully affected ; 
but 
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but the deleterious effects of the medi 
cine fubfide the fooner, in confequence 
of this affection. | 

How far the warm bath, fudorifics, or 
purgatives may be neceflary to take off the 
ftimulating effects of mercury, when fa- 
livation is wanting or defective, is a new 
queftion. And though I cannot allow a 
determination of the circulation to the 
other emunctories, to add any thing to 
the antivenereal effect of mercury, only 
is as far as fuch determination, may in- 
creafe the general accumulation during 
the progrefs of a cure; yet both fweating 
and purging in proportion as they evacu- 
ate from the lymphatic fyftem, may, per- 
haps, tend to leffen the ftimulating ef- 
fects of this medicine, after fuch courfe 
has been compleated. But, 1 believe, 
that the increafed fecretion from the 
glands of the mouth, as it feems.to be the 
moft natural, fo is it probably the moft 
effectual way of fulfilling this intention. 
What has been faid on the general ope- 
ration of mercury in the former part of - 


this volume, tends to prove that, in ordi- 
nary 
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nary falivation, a juft balance muft be 
preferved between the ftimulating, the 
putrefactive, and evacuant effects of the 
medicine. If this, in the vaft variety of 
cafes to be met with, could generally be 
done, there would be little doubt, but 
that in a fymptom, like the prefent, or- 
dinary falivation would be preferable to 
every other method. But the fad is, 
that falivation, even under the moftt 
careful treatment, cannot always be 
kept within proper bounds, It 
has, therefore, been my aim, to give to 
the courfe under confinement, I have 
ventured to recommend, the inactivity, 
the reft, and exclufion from the external 


atmofphere, of ordinary falivation, to give 
it alfo what the latter is too often defective 
in, namely, a fulland fair accumulation ; 
and having fo done, to produce the very 
important putrefactive and evacuant ef-= 
fe&ts of the medicine. A method, as [ 
conceive, more within the controul of 
every one than ordinary falivation, more 
eafily graduated to the cure of every fymp- 
tom, and, I fhould hope, generally {peak~ 

Vou. I. O ing, 
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ifig, more certain in its operation. Exe 
perience obliges me to add, that, in the 
application of this method to a venereal 
eruption, not only the ftimulating and 
putrefactive effects, but fair and unequi-~ 
vocal falivation fhould be produced. I 
mean in all thofe cafes in which idiofyn- 
eracy does not otherwife determine the 
matter. Befides the immenfe advantage 
which this fecretion is of, as an evacuant, 
and natural means of taking off the 
ftimulating effects of the medicine, I 
muft obferve, that when an eruption has 
once appeared, the difpofition to metafta- 
fis prevails univerfally over the whole 
fyftem; and if the operation of the me- 
dicine is incomplete, or partial, not only 
an affection of the periofteum, but an 
ozena, ot total deprivation of fight, &c. 
‘may be the confequences. 

Nor are the effects of mercury, when 
falivation ‘is fupprefied, to be treated 
lightly. In the third volume of the Lon- 
don Medical Obfervations there is a very 
ufeful paper on this fubject by the late 
Dr: Wilvelter. ¢ The cate “of the Grrt 

in 
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in whofe ftomach fo great a degree of 
irritability was produced by the fudden 
check put to falivation, that this organ 
could retain neither fluids nor medicines 
of any kind, for fome months, is a very 
remarkable one. It was cured by repro- 
ducing this increafed fecretion. I have 
lately feen a vomiting and fimuilar irrita- 
bility brought on by expofure to cold, 
during the ufe of Plummer’s pill, though 
the patient had only taken it for a few 
days, and in the fmalleft dofes; which 
fymptoms ceafed upon the coming on of 
a plentiful falivation. And it is theonly 
inftance I have met with of this effect 
from this preparation of mercury. Thefe 
{ymptoms were occafioned by getting out 
of bed in a cold night and checking per- 
fpiration. 1 fufpect that not only great 
irritability of habit, ending in heétic, 
but many of our palfies are alfo to be at~ 
tributed to the {uppreffion of this fecre- 
tion. I knew two inftances, one was. 
in falivation, the other in an alterative 
courfe, in which the application of cold 
produced palfy,but the patients recovered, 
| ie ber aaa oN: 
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With refpeét to the method above 
recommended, and its application toa 
venereal eruption, the time of cure 
will greatly depend on the effects of the 
medicine, as well as on the obftinacy of 
the difeafe. The foonerthe affeCtion of 
the mouth comes on, the fhorter will 
this time be; the nearer it will ap- 
proach to ordinary falivation, and of 
courfe the lefs will be the quantity of 
mercury employed. On the other hand, 
when a week, a fortnight, or more are 
fpent, before the mouth becomes touched 
from the acccumulation of the medicine, 
the longer will the time of treatment be, 
and the nearer will the method come, to 
that defcribed under the name of altera- 
tive; but be the accumulation early or 
late, little or much, we apprehend that, 
in many cafes, fecurity cannot be given 
to the patient, without the production 
of the moft clear and decifive effects 
from the medicine; nor when falivation 
unavoidably comes on, as one of them, 
without that affection, being confiderable. 


The fotor fhould be great, the parts 


within 
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within the mouth fhould be here and 
there fuperficially floughed, the cheeks 
aud lips fomewhat tumid; the falivary 
glands fecreting plentifully till the mouth 
is with overflowing full; and in pro- 
portion to thefe external marks, fo will 
the general effect of the medicine be in- 
ternally, in producing that fpecies of 
attenuation or putrefaction fz generis, 
which univerfally prevails in every courfe 
in which a cure is effected, whether by 
falivation, as it is commonly called, by 
the method above recommended, or by 
an alterative one. And if the two 
former of thefe methods are preferable 
to the latter, in which they certainly are 
in moft of the worft cafes of the difeafe, 
it is becaufe the operation of the medi- 
cine is more complete and lefs partial in 
them than in the alterative. 

When I fay fo much, let me not be 
mifunderftood: I mean only to call the 
reader’s attention to the fact, that the an- 
tivenereal power of fuch effects as thefe 
under confinement, when they follow a 
fufficiently large accumulation, is too 

O 2 {triking 


[ergs | 

{triking, and too well known to need 4 

comment. | 
Under the general name of falivation, 
they have been uniformly produced, from 
the days of Barengareus Carpus to the 
prefent time, and employed as means_ of 
cure in the very worlft cafes, by a prodi- 
gious number of the moft able practi- 
tioners throughout Europe, by Vigo, Fal- 
lopius, Sydenham, Boerhaave, Aftruc, 
and a great many other refpedctable cha- 
racters, And they are the effects which 
many of the firft phyficians and furgeons 
in this, as well as fome other countries, 
are {till obliged to have recourfe to. Ifa 
lefs, and more partial operation from 
mercury will fuffice, why do the gen- 
tlemen who have the condu& of venereal 
patients in the great hofpitals of this 
town, {till find themfelves under the ne- 
ceflity of producing thefe effects? The 
reafon is plain. Experience, that great 
touchftone of truth, every day thews 
them ina great variety of inftances, that 
nothing fhort of thefe effeéts can be de- 
: pended 
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pended upon, for the cure of the worft 
and more advanced ftages of the difeafe. 
With refpedt to the internal changes 
of which falivation is the general type, 
enough has been elfewhere faid, to fhew 
that thefe, whether the fecretion of fa- 
liva be flight or confiderable, are indif- 
penfable, and fhould be always produced, 
when the intention is to conquer an ob- 
ftinate, or late fymptom. Having very 
fully fhewn the connection between this 
fecretion and thofe internal changes, I 
need not enlarge further on this head ; 
but fhall only obferve, that the effects of 
the medicine, and fecretion of faliva, be 
they little or much, fhould be fuffered 
to go off {pontaneoully 3 and, in my opi- 
nion, fhould not be checked, either by 
purging, expofure to air, or other means. 
It was a rule with Dr. Sydenham. to 
give mercur. dulc. once a week for fome 
months, upon the patient’s going out 
and taking to his former habits, after the 
cure of a confirmed Lues. I do not 
know precifely, whether this may not 
be fometimes neceflary. In fome of the 
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wortt cafes, however, I have trufted to 
the above general effects of the medicine 
alone, without any after-treatment, nei- 
ther ufing the faline preparations of mer= 
cury, nor farfaparilla. A fubfequent 
mercurial courfe, as it mutt be conduéted 
in. the alterative way, may be hurtful to 
the conftitution, and unlefs it affects the 
mouth a fecond time, its effects, as an 
antivenereal, have generally appeared to 
me doubtful ; and I believe, if the more 
efficacious original procefs be properly 
conducted, that this will be very feldom 
neceflary. If, however, the further ufe 
of mercury fhould, from the particular 
obf{tinacy of any one fymptom, be thought 
advifeable, the folution, or Ward's drop, 
may be given, largely diluted, either 
alone or joined with farfaparilla. After 
the cure of a venereal eruption, or vene- 
yeal fore throat, perhaps this laft medi- 
cine may be particularly ufeful in obviat- 
ing a nodous affection. In an alterative 
method of cure, if any one or more puf- 
tules continue on the fkin, notwithftand- 


ing the free ufe of mercury, the latter 
| fhould 
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fhould be generally employed, not only. 
till fuch puftules produce pits, as in the na- 
tural {mall pox, but till the parts pitted 
become nearly of the fame colour as the 
fkin. Under confinement, when the ef- 
feéts of the {pecific are complete, the pit- 
ting fhould be evident, but it is not ne= 
ceflary, that the medicine fhould be ur- 
ged till the parts recover their natural co- 
lour. . 


Neglected Chancre. (Vide Vol. I. page 67.) 
The irritability, hardnefs, fize, and 
date of this fymptom muft in fome mea- 
fure determine the quantity and effeéts, 
of the medicine, as well as the method 
of cure. The courfe under confinement, 
recommended for the fecond ftage of a re- 
cent chancre, and the alterative, which was’ 
alfo applied to that period of the difeafe, 
will often effecta cure. The former is 
however preferable. If either of thefe 
methods fail, the medicine muft be 
urged to the point mentioned in the 
treatment of a recent venereal eruption ; 
for the callofity muft be diffolved, if 
| poflible 
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pofiible, by the general operation of the 
‘{pecific alone. To affift which it may 
however be fometimes advifable to apply 
a mercurial to the part—Hydrarg. axung. 
porcin. extiné?. is a good medicine .for 
this purpofe, or the vapour of mercury 
may be ufed, detached by means of 
heat from fulphur. Aftringent fedatives 
will be hurtful, but if the whole of the 
_hhardnefs can be fafely deftroyed (after 
waiting for the general effects of the 
fpecific) by cathzretics, they will be 
femetimes ufeful: Mercur. corrof. rub, 
or caufitc. linar. will anfwer this inten- 
tion, but the firft is the beft application, 


Negleéted Bubo. (Vol. 1 pag. 69.) 


The treatment of this fymptom may be 
eafily underftood from what has been faid 
on the cure of the different  ftates of 
Bubo, in the foregoing divifion. And 
as'in the preceding fymptom, if milder 
methods fail, thofe which are more pow- 
erful muft be had recourfe to. -I do not 
however confider’ this. cafe as phage-’ 
denic, or attended with great irritationy 

but 
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but fuppofe that the continuance and ob- 
ftinacy of the fore arifes principally from 
the difeafe having been palliated, but 
not cured; and therefore the means of 
relief muft be fought for, rather in the 
general than local operation of mercury. 
To affift the general application of the 
remedy, however, it is fometimes necef- 
fary to ufe the cerat. mercur. R. folut, 
mitis. cauft. lunar. in aq. fontan. Se. 
merely as promoters of found and healthy 
granulations. i 


; Verruce. 

Thefe excrefcences may be eafily deftroy~ 
ed with pulv. fadin. rec. pulveriz.—Mer- 
cury will frequently remove them, not 
only when the ufual effects of it are pro- 
duced in the fyftem by its general opera- 
tion; but alfo when ufed locally. 

There is often no {mall degree of judg- 
ment required to determine when they 
are to be treated as venereal, and when 
not. When, as appendages to the dif- 
eafe, they require the general opera- 
tion of the medicine: and when they 

continue 
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continue in confequence of an injury 
having been done to the parts on which 
they appear, after the difeafe, which ori- 
ginally produced them, is cured. But be 
they {mall or large; and they are fome- 
times of a prodigious fize, I can fafely 
fay, from experience, that pulu. fabin. 
properly applied, and fteadily ufed, will 
caufe them to moulder away. Having 
always found that this anfwered the pur- 
pote, without producing either much 
pain, or irritation on the parts, I fay 
nothing of other means, which have 
been employed for the fame purpofe, 
namely, Vitriol. cerul, ol. vitrioli—aq. | 
diabelica, or the knife, believing that 
thefe can hardly ever be neceffary. But 
thefe obfervations are only applicable to 
the local treatment. When they arife, 
either alone, as appendages to a {mo- 
thered pox, or in combination with 
other fymptoms, undoubtedly venereal ; 
the cure of the difeafe muft be effected 
by general means; and as they are then 

moft frequently late fymptoms, they re- 
quire 


5 ’ 
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quire the moft decifive effects from the — 
remedy. | | 


The red, fpongy, fungous Verruca. 

This may eafily be deftroyed by a 
touch or two with the cau/fie. lunar.—and | 
the general treatment fhould be as in the 
preceding cafe.—But in both cafes, the 
local treatment fhould be deferred to the 
fecond, third, or fourth day, from the 
commencement of the decifive effects of 
the {pecific, that there may be a co-ope- 
ration in the general and topical treat- 
ment. 


The large irregular Condylomata, of tbe 
Anus; by whatever name they may be 
diftinguifhed, as criffe, fici, &c. gene- 
rally give way to a full and fair opera- 
tion from the general remedy. The lo- 
cal treatment (when neceflary), ftands 
upon the fame bafis as that for the fore- 
going fymptoms; and it fhould be, in 
my Opinion, conducted in the fame man- 
ner; and the fpecific employed as for a 
| recent 
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recent venereal eruption, compared with 
which, the latter are late fymptoms. And 
as the other fecondary fymptoms, mentioned 
in the fecond divifion of the natural hifto- 
ry, Vol. I. p. 78, require from the fpeci- 
fic no general means of relief, diftin& 
from thofe recommended for a venereal 
eruption, I fhall run them over briefly, 
noting, however, certain peculiarities in 
each, which often demand a mixed, and 
more complex treatment. 


Venereal ulceration of the tenfils. 

This fhould be accurately diftinguifhed 
from all other affections of the fame parts. 
What has been faid, when fpeaking of this 
{ymptom in the preceding volume, will be 
fufficient, I hope, to enable any one to 
difcriminate it from a common putrid fore- 
throat. But I am convinced, that thefe 
bodies are not only liable, like a venereal 
bubo, to become phagedenic; 1n which 
cafe, the general treatment muft be the 
fame as in that complaint ;, but from the 
action of mercury locally and partially on 
thefe glands, a floughinefs fometimes takes 
place, 


roy”. y 


place, which ends in their total diffolu- 
tion. This I have feen, where falivation 
(taking the term in its commion accepta- 
tion) could not be raifed, though the 
quantity of mercury ufed was large; and 
have alfo feen it in many alterative 
courfes; in which the tendency to fali- 
vation has been fuppreffed.—Great judg- 
ment is fometimes, required to diftin- 
euifh this from a venereal fore throat, 
the true venereal ulceration may be 
compared to lard or bacon fat; the mer-. 
-curial affe@ion has the appearance of a 
common flough. When the  ulcera~ 
tion is clearly venereal, and {preading 
with rapidity towards the uvula, relief 
muft be applied as foon as poffible ; for if 
this part is deftroyed, an incurable de- 
fet in the voice will remain ever after, 
In fuch a cafe, a cinnabar fumigation 
may be occafionally employed, as an af- 
fiftant tothe géneral means of cure. But, 
if from the irritability of the patient's 
lungs, or his feeming tendency to be 
hectic, this medicine fhould be judged 
not to be perfectly fafe, fome other mild 
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mercurial, in the form of a garele, may 
be ufed. I prefer thefe to all applica- 
tions of the aftringent fedative kind. But 
if the ulceration, though venereal, isnot 
{preading with great rapidity, the gene 
ral means of relief may be the fame as 
for a venereal eruption, and employed 
without the aid of any topic—till the ul- 
ceration heals, and the difeafe is cured. 
And the fame mode of treatment is appli- 
cable to the indurated, horny kind of ve- 
nereal affection of the tonfils. The com- 
mon aftringent fedatives will be particu- 
larly hurtful in this cafe. The indura- 
tion will probably give way to the gene- 
ral action of the fpecific alone, but if it 
fhould not, a mercurial topic may be 
ufed, under certain reftriGtions. When 
the ulceration is {preading at a great rate, 
the dofes of the medicine fhould be large, 
and, I am of opinion, that the produétion 
of ordinary falivation fhould, in that cafe, 
be rifqued. Should that take place, the 
cure muft be conducted with the precau- 
tions formerly mentioned. 


Venereal 
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Venereal fores of the fein, ulcerations on - 
the pofterior part of the afophagus, and of 

the tongue or cheeks, are curable, by the 

fame general means as the foregoing, and 

to thefe fymptoms, mercurial topics are, 

fomtimes, though rarely neceflary, 


Venéreal Opthalmia. 

The firft intention towards the remo- 
val of this fymptom, is to lower the in- 
creafed circulation in the veffels of the 
part and of the fyftem,; if that be alfo 
neceflary. Bleeding from the arm will 
effect the latter; and the application of 
leeches to the temples, the former: but 
as a vaft deal depends on the fpeedy re« 
moval of the metaftafis, which , gives 
rife to. this fymptom. Cupping between 
the fhoulders will in many cafes be pre- 
ferable to bleeding from the arm, as be- 
ing more powerfully revulfive; and it 
may perhaps, in fome cafes very pro- 
perly fupply the place of leeches. Blif- 
tering may follow immediately upon low- 
ering the circulation; and a brifk mer- 
curial, or other purgative be given on - 

Vor. II. P the 
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the following morning; and onthe fub- 
fequent night the patient may rub in, 
This fymptom fometimes appears under 
anacute, and fometimes under a chronic 
form. In. the former cafe, a more free 
ufe of evacuants is required, than .in 
the latter; but even in this, they are 
often neceffary, both to leflen the local 
turgefcence of the vefféls of the eye, and 
as a fecurity, that the ftimulating ef 
fe&ts of mercury may act with fafety, 
without increafing the circulation too 
much. The eye itfelf fhould be kept 
from the light till the inflammation is 
gone; and the fafeft way will be to con- 
fine the patient in bed, and in total darks 
nefs, by covering both eyes. As a to- 
pic, tepid water may be applied with a 
fponge. I am in fome doubt, whether 
Hydrarg. axung. porcinA ext. would not 
be a good application in thiscafe. The 
pblifter fhould be kept open, and the fpe- 
cific daily pufhed on, with as much ex- 
pedition as poffible, till a very confidera- 
ble amendment takes place; the proper 
accumulation may be afterwards com- 

pleated 
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pleated. more leifurely, and the effects care 
ried to the point recommended for a vene~ 
real eruption. But in this cafe, as well 
as in a f{preading ulceration of the tonfils, 
when the defluxion on the eye is confides 
rable, the fpecific muft be introduced in - 
full dofes, and the production of faliva- 
tion rif{qued. And this conduct will be 
more ‘particularly neceflary, if the op- 
thalmia is attended either with a partial, 
or total deprivation of fight; for the 
progrefs of this fymptom cannot be 
checked too early; and it may happen, 
that no quantity, nor any effect of mer- 
cury, fhort cf a fair and full affection of 
the mouth, will anfwer this purpofe. 


Venereal Sarcocele. 


This kind of enlargement is generally 
pytiform. It is curable by the fame mer- 
curial procefs as the preceding fymptom. 
But it has been ufual to employ a portion 
of the ointment to the part itfelf, or to 
the {permatic procefs. The general opera- 
tion of the fpecific will however cure, 
withoat this local treatment, as 1 have 

ere: feen 
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feen in miany inftances. If ufed prema- 
turely, it may produce 2 metaftafis of the 
difeafe to fome other part; that part may: 
be the eyes, the periofteum, or the root 
of the nofe. It fhould therefore be em- 
ployed rather towards the end of the 
courfe, than throughout its whole pro- 
grefs. Whena large quantity of the {pe- 
cific has been, for a Iength of time, ufed 
locally, and the tumor has been removed 
by the joint operation of the general and 
_Jocal treatment, I think, I Have fome- 
times found that the tefticle has been left 
fomewhat diminifhed in its natural fize; 
probably from the ftimulus of the ‘medi- 
cine having produced a too ftrong action 
in the abforbents of the part. Both tefti- 
cles fhould be properly fufpended by a 
bag-trufs, during the cure. I remem- 
ber an inftance of a man having this fymp- 
tom on both fides, who was cured with- 
in the fpace of three days, by the coming 
on of an unexpected falivation, from fo 
frnall a quantity of: mercury as is eon- 
tained in Ung. merc. f. 3}. and ealomed?. 
gr. jj. : 

Rhagades. 
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Rhagades 
The treatment of this fymptom muft 
be the fame as for a venereal eruption. 


Eruption and Nodes 

Thefe being fyncronous, and for the 
moft part, readily tranfmutable the one 
to the other, I fhall confider them as - 
having a very clofe, natural connection. 

The treatment of a late venereal erup- 
tion fhould be nearly the fame as for the 
recent one, formerly mentioned. But as 
the difeafe, from the length of time it 
has now fubfifted, may reafonably be 
fuppofed to have vitiated the lymphatic 
and other parts of the fyftem more tho- 
roughly than in that: the propriety of 
employing an after treatment in the alter- 
ative way, as the moft likely means of 
obviating a return of the difeafe, feems 
to be more evident. When the original 
procefs has been properly conduéted, I 
have frequently (as has been already ob- 
ferved) relied upon that alone. And I be- 
lieve that nothing more is, generally 
{peaking, neceflary. Venereal opthalmia, 
| P 3 nodes, 
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nodes, ulcerated tonfils, and {fevera] 
other of the moft rebellious fecondary 
fymptoms, have I cured myfelf, and feen 
cured by others, without any fubfequent 
ufe of mercury, and that when the courfe 
has been compleated within three weeks 
ora month: but as relapfes do fometimes 
happen under the beft treatment, _parti- 
cularly in old poxes, when the difeafe 
has by time become intimately blended, 
and, as it were, rooted into the conftitu- 
tion, if there is no circumftance in the 
habit that renders the further ufe of mer- 
cury unfafe, particularly if the feafon of 
the year be alfo favourable; in that cafe, 
{mall dofes of mercur. calc. folut. fublim. 
Ward's drop, or Pil. plummer. may be given 
for a few weeks, cum decott. farfa. 

The propriery of employing the above 
treatment muft often depend upon the 
kind of courfe which has been adopted 
for the cure of the difeafe; or which 
may have taken place through accident. 
If the patient has been cured by a pro- 
cefs approaching nearly to that of ordinary 
faliyation, in which the time of cure ha g 

been 
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been fhort, and the quantity of medicine 
_ufed, {mall ; a fubfequent alterative courfe 
may be more particularly neceffary: but 
when the original procefs has approached 
fomewhat to the nature of an alterative 
courfe, in which the time of cure under 
confinement has taken up four, five, 
fix or feven weeks; and the quantity 
of mercury has been large, the decifive 
effets taking place towards the latter 
part of it, this kind of practice feems 
to be much lefs neceflary; becaufe every 
advantage, in fuch a courfe, has been ob- 
tained from the long continued ftimulus 
of the medicine, as well as from its pu- 
trefactive effets. And it will be ftill lefs 
neceflary, if during fo long a courfe the 
more active faline preparations of mercury 
have been had recourfe to, in aid to frice 
tions. What has been now {faid will ap- 
ply to fome of the preceding fecondary 
fymptoms, as well as to thofe, the cure 
of which, I am about to mention. When 
I lay fo great a ftrefs, and place fuch 
entire confidence on what I have called 
the decifive effects of mercury, as to fup- 
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pofe a fubfequent alterative courfe need- 
lefs, I do not confider them as new dif- 
coverics. Some practitioners of the prefent 
day may, if they pleafe, doubt whether 
they fhould be “received as leading 
principles of practice, or not; «but it 
may be fome fatisfaction to the reader to 
be informed, that fo far back as the be- 
ginning and middle of the fixteeuth cen- 
tury, reiterated experience had, even then, 
gone a great way towards eftablifhing 
their validity. Vigo cured the difeafe by 
making the breath’ feetid, and the mouth 
fore. * But Nicolaus “Mafia, who was 
for 

¢* Poftea wger, ut fupra, purgationibus purgatus, ungat 

** feipfum, &, fi poteft. junéturas poft cenam per tres ho- 

“ras, & fit ante focum, et cubile fitclaufum, & incipiat 

‘* 4 juncturis clavicularum pedum, poftea ad genua deve- 

‘ niat, deinde cubitos ungat, poftremo juncturas manus, 

ee virtus eft fortis, & xgritudo magna, unge etiam 

¢s juncturas inguinum, ancharam, & {patularum. Poftea 

** juncture ftupa canapina calida cooperiantur, 4 ligen- 

“* tur, & ingrediatur leum, cooperiaturque coopertoriis, 

‘* ut fudet per duss horas ; quod fi per fudorem nimiam 

a patiatur laflitudinem, detur cyathus unus brodii galli. 

‘s nz, velcarnis, Et fic procedere oportet ungendofin.. 

‘¢ culo vefpere ufquequo medicus videat exitum mani- 


ff edehum materia pitegaatiery ab ore, aut fluxum ven- 
7 . * trig 
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for many years in great repute at Venice, 


and claimed the difcovery of the red pre- 
cipitate, 


€* tris notabilem, vel fudorem, et ultra hoc videat di- 
‘* minutionem manifeftam (fifunt puftule) puftularum 
$¢ (& fi funt dolores) dolorum mitigationem (& fi apofte-. 
‘s ma) refolutionem ipferum (& fi ulcera) digeftionem, 
‘6 mundificationem, incarnationem, & cicatrizationem. 
‘© Et quoniam fepiffime accidit quod in aliquibus nullus 
{* apparet fluxus materiei ab ore, neque aliqua alteratio, 
** five dolor dentium, neque fluxus ventris, aut aliquod 
** fignum evacuationis manifeftz, etfi egritudo fit mate. 
$* rialis que fanatur evacuatione, dubitat medicus, nef- 
** ciens fe regulare, de quantitate unctionis, et dierum 
we numero, que fint fufficientes in cura, ut fanetur ger. 
€* Et ego multos annos in hac ambiguitate fui, ufquequo 
“ cognovi, quod in iftis ungendo procedere oportet ufque 
“ad aliquam manifeftam puftularum, dolorum, apofte- 
«* matum, et ulcerum fanationem, et virtutis tolerantiam 
ri quod fi fignum eft mihi infallabile, & maxime quando aCe 
é¢ cidunt Jaflitudines quedam fyncopales, ultra dicta; & . 
" tune eft judicium quod virtns agit circa materiam, five 
as humiditatem bonam, 1 in qua hamiditate refervatur calor 
= naturalis, & cum hoc apparet, dimitte unctiones, & 
‘¢ conforta virtutem cum cibariis bonis, ut fint ova forbi- 
«lia, contufa ex pulpis gallinarum, & caponum, & cum 
s¢ yino aromatico, & aliis bene nutrientibus. Etita ego 
«© multos fanavi, qui ab aliis fepe inuncti, non fuerunt 
¢*fanati, eo quia nullam alterationem oris, cum evacu- 
¢# atione faciebant undtiones, & medentes non cognof= 
* cebant quando perfectaerat eradicatio materiz, que 
*¢ quoniam non fuerunt eradicate, iterum morbus deterior 
43 eh recidivabat, Sed ut melius me iatelligas, ego 

6¢ "praca 
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cipitate, the invention of which had 
been attributed to Vigo, enters much 
more fully into this matter. That laffi- ~ 
tude, or (as he has expreffed it) that half 
{wooning laffitude, which marked, in 
his cafes, the ultimate action of this me- 
dicine, when no affection of the mouth 
took place, is particularly worthy of at- 
| tention 


<¢ procedo in iftis cum un@ione ufque ad laflitudinem dice 
¢¢tam femifyncopalem. Sanaviinter alios ynum (qui 4 
¢¢ pluribusjam fuerat inunctus, & non fanatus) quem per 
*‘triointa feptem dies inunxi, & liberatus fuit, & nune 
€¢ quam recidivavit, & ab omnibus incurabilis dicebatur, 
$6 & fanusadhucvivit, & multos alios, ut dixi, fignumque 
¢ fuit mihi ut fupra. Quaredico quod non poteft dari 
¢* certa regula de numero dierum unttionis, & quantitate, 
*< fed oportet procedere fecundum fortitudinem patientis 
“* cum judicio bono exiftimativo. Sanavi etiam multos 
<¢ marafmos debiles cum zgritudine magna per plures re- 
‘‘iterationes unctionum, & ungebam per quatuor dies 
‘* omni vefpere, deinde dimittebam ipfos per hebdoma- 
<« dam quiefcere fine un€tione, fed cum bono regimine, & 
‘* poftea iterum ungebam per quinque dies vefpere fecun- 
“* dum eorum virtutes, iterumque dimittebam quiefcere, 
‘* & fic fanitati reftituifunt. Vidi etiam in aliquo virtu- 
tem debilem, & dolores acutiffimos indigentes maxima 
“‘untione, & feci ungere per quatuor aut quinque dies, 
“* ufgue quo dolores fuerunt mitigati, poftea per menfem 
¢¢ feci ipfum bonis cibariis nutriri & iterum inunxi per 
“* multos dies, & fic fanatus fuit, Tua ergo erit fecun- 

* dum 
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tention. 1 was for many years under 
the fame difficulty and uncertainty as 
this able practitioner, till repeated obfer- 
vation, ina great number of inftances, 
clearly fhewed me the fame fact; and a 
do repeat that thisis the precife point, 
to which we muft often carry the effects 
of the medicine, if we mean tocure the 
difeafe. 

| Node 


<< dum exgritudinem, &virtutem cum iftis mitius, & fore 
€€ tius ungere, continue, & interpolatim, cave tamen ne 
** pectoris partesinungas, ut docet Avicenna. Aeger ta- 
<*¢ men cum bonis cibariis fempernutriatur, & cum vino 
‘‘ optimo, non vinofo, fed mediocri, & inter prandium 
“<& cenam da feutellam brodii, femperque attende vir- 
<¢ tuti, & xgritudini, & omnino a ventis, & ab aére fri- 
** pido patiens abftineat leteturque. Et quando apparet 
¢* fuxus humiditatum manifeftus ab ore, cum dolore, & in- 
“* flatione gingivarum, & accidentia morbi remittuntur, 
‘* ab unctionibus ceffare oportet, & removere ftupas coope- 
‘¢rientes jun€turas. Neque levare oportet loca inunéa, 
6 nifi ex nimia refolutione zgro fyncope accidat, aut fubi- 
¢¢ ta, & magna oris ulceratio prefocativa, vel fuxus ven- 
‘¢ tris cum excoratione inteftinorum, vel aliquod aliud ac- 
‘* cidens, que fi accidunt, remove unguenta, & ftupas, 
“¢ quod fi ex toto queris ab{cindere virtutem unguenti, ne 
*€ ultra procedat, jun@uras lavabis, locaque alia, ubi cum 
«¢ dio unguento illinitum fuit cum vizo calido hamplici, vel 
*¢in quo chamomelam ebullire feceris, aut /alviam, fuc- 
#* curreque ad accidentia cum remediis infra fcribendis.”’ 
Vide Aphrodif. Nich, Mafi 
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Whether the nodous affection be hard 
or foft, diffufed or circumfcribed, the ge- 
neral treatment muft be the fame as for 
a late eruption. It has been ufual in 
thefe as well as in fome other cafes; 
to ufe the {pecific locally, that the in- 
duration or enlargement may be the 
more effectually diffolved. To this I have 
no objection, provided the general opera- 
tion of the medicine is to precede the lo- 
cal application of it, and the two modes 
of ufing it are allowed to co- -operate during 
the produgtion of the decifive internal 
changes: but it has generally happened 
to me, that the latter alone have been ful- 
ly fufficient for the cure. The induration 
which generally occurs in this fymptom — 
is, for the moft part, owing toa thick- 
ened periofteum, and gives way to the | 
ufual effe&ts of the medicine; and what 
is remarkable, even when the fubjacent 
bone feems to have fuffered, the fame — 
effects will often operate fo effectually on 
the part as to render an external opening 
and exfoliation unneceflary. But if any 
one or more bones fhould become carious, 


the 
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the cure of the difeafe is to be in the firft 
inftance effected ; after which the fepara- 
tion of the caries is to be promoted by a 
general attention to the habit of the pa- 
tient, in order that nature may be the 
better enabled to throw off the difeafed 
from the found parts. Country air, a well 
regulated diet, bark, and farfaparilla will 
be ufeful, The cure of this /ymptom by 
mercury ftands on the bafis of every other 
obftinate fecondary fymptom, and when | 
that has been effected, the medicine 
ceafes to bea fpecific. and fhould be dif- 
continued. The efficacy of farfaparilla 
in Lues Venerea has, by fome medical per- 
fons, been doubted. Even Fallopius who 
ftrongly recommends it in one part of his 
works for nodes, in another, feéms rather 
to have ufed it for the relief of particular 
fymptoms, than for the actual cure of 
the difeafe. After defcribing the root, 
and fhewing its refemblance to the Sw/ax 
Afpera of Diafcorides, he fays: ‘* Imbe- 
*‘ cillior eft certé ligno (meaning guai- 
‘© acum) habet tamen ipfa nobiles vires, 


*‘quibus fuperat guaiacum; et eft quod 
66 fi 
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** fi poft fuperatum Gallicum reftent ul 
** cera, Rhagades circa fedem, duplo 
‘€ citius fanat hec, quam Lignum Indi- 
‘‘cum.” He then goes on to deéfcribe - 
briefly two cafes; in one of which 
there were tophs or nodes on the feet, 
and tibiz, equal in hardnefs to bone, 
which were, in a thort time, difperfed 
by the ufe of this medicine: in the other 
there were tumours on the head, and gum- 
mata which were removed by the fame 
means within ten days, and he adds; 
“© Cum ergo in Gallico adfunt. ulcera ad 
«* hoe medicamentum confugio, tanquam 


“© adcertifiimum, ct tutifimum auxilium; 
‘et fi non facit prima dieta, facit fal- 


“€tem fecunda vel tertia. Preftans eft 
“‘ euaiacum, tamen ego utor falfa in le- 
** vibus. Soleo etiam mifcere hee duo 
a RES - 

It has generally been the cuftom to 
join this root in the cure of Lues Ve- 
nerea with the fpecific ; and this circum- 
{tance has prevented us from {peaking 
with certainty, as to its antivenereal 
power. As a matter deferving future en- 

I quiry, 
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quiryy I thall only obferve, that the dif- 
eafe, when it affects the periofteum and 
bones, may poffibly be mitigated, if not 
permariéntly relieved by the ufe of this 
medicine. If it had not been difcovered 
that the colouring juice of rad. rubia tind. 
would actually make the bones of an 
animal, who is fed with it, red, it 
would not have been believed that fuch a 
thing were poffible. Sarfaparilla is not 
endowed with the fame colouring proper- 
ty, but it is not very unlike it asa root; 
and it does not follow, becaufe it cannot 
be demonftrated, that water impregnated 
with this medicine, circulates through 
the bones, that therefore it has no effect 
whatever upon them. I cannot prove it; 
but I am ftrongly inclined to believe, 
that it will be found very ufeful in this — 
and the other late ftages of the difcafe. 
It muft however be confefled, that nei- 
ther the ancient nor modern proofs of its 
efficacy are fo fatisfactory as might be 
withed. 

But there is another medicine which 
has, of late years, been too much neglected 


the 
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the power of which is fupported by more 
fubftantial documents: The medicine I 
mean is Gualacum—not to mention the 
authority of * Boerhaave Nicolaus‘Mafla 
has left us three very clear and ftriking in- 
ftances of its efficacy ; and that, in habits 
by no means favourable to the ftimulat- 
ing effects of this medicine. The cafes 
he defcribes were of long ftanding, of 
the date of many years, and if a tent 
which was employed in the third cafe was 
not the fole caufe of keeping the ulceration 
at the upper part of the trachea arteria 
open, they were all of them undoubtedly 
venereal. They are fo curious, and the 
treatment of them was fo much lefs fevere 
than that recommended by fome of thewri- 


ters who have been advocates for the ufe of 
Guaiacum 


* This writer, fpeaking of the virtues of Guaiacum, in 
his preface tothe Venetian Colleétion of Authors, fayss 
«« Reminifcor letus, quod juvenemfanaverim jam fanifi- 
‘mum virum et patremfamilias, cui diverfis corporis 
‘€ Jocis offis tabefaéta adeo, ut in digito manus articulus 
“¢ unus exciderit, in crure plurima loca cariofa {pectaren~ 
*¢ tur. Hac methodo rite exculta, atque obfervata, offi- 
**cula narium, fragmenta palati, feparata, cetera 
** fincera reliquerunt,” 
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Guaiacum, that I hope I fhall be ex- 
eufed if I give them, without mutila- 
tion, in the words of the author*. The 
; treatife 


* Cafe i. Primumque feribam que contigerint ftrenuo 
6 Viro Domino Francifco de Plafentiis, Civi & Nobili 
ss Cremenfi, qui tum eflet temperature calide & ficcw, 
&¢ statis fupra triginta annos, vir plurimorum laborum, 
6¢ incidit tandem in morbum Gallicum, qui nullis unquam 
*¢ auxiliis medicorum tam purgantibus quam alterantibus 
*¢ potuit liberari, fed per multos annos infelicem vitam 
8* dacebat. Nam cumeffetex proprio temperamento cor- 
s* pus gracile, ex diuturno morbo gracilior faétus, me 
«* convenit, narravitque plurima, qua ipfum die notuque 
*¢ moleftabant, inter que erant dolores in omnibns articu- 
*€ lis, & mufculis membrorum, prafertim in parte ante- 
‘* riori capitis: aderant quin etiam tumores duri non fo- 
¢¢ Jum in capite, fed in petore, brachiis, & cruribus, ex 
«¢ quibus quidam exulcerati erant; cumque ftrenuum, & 
«‘ nobilem militem audivifflem, dixi poffe illam ab hoc 
we morbo liberari, tametfi diuturnus effet, fed non leni- 
¢< bus illis medicamentis, quibus ipfe ab aliis medicis- 
“* exhibitis refte ufus fuerat; nam quampluries Viri do@i 
*¢ jlli medela praftiterant, & nou femel, fed pluries 
«* decotum ligni tradiderunt, atque etiam linimenta ad 
*¢ morbum Gallicum adminiftrarunt, neque (ut dixi) It- 
*¢ berari potuit, fed in deterius femper malum proceilit, 
**quare, cum corpus univerfum labefactatum effet, 
“< prefertim jecur, neceflum erat jecur refrigeratum ad 
«6 contraria alterare, & univerfa membra, referta plurima 
‘* materia pituitofa,expurgare, atque etiam ad propri- 
ss ym redigere temperamentum, ficque eum. fanitati re- 

Vo... Hi. Q_ “ ftitueres, 
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treatife of Ulrich Hutton, in which he 
defcribes his own cafe, is alfo deferve. 


ing 


és ftituere; verum, cum antea audiffet, qnod non levibus 
‘* medicaminibus fanitati reftitui poffet: {cif¢itabatur qua- 
‘* Jefnam effent medicine que illi prodeffe poffent; re- 
“¢ {pondi eafdem effe, quas ab aliis medicis jam habuerat, 
¢¢ yidelicet decoétum ligni Indici, fed in majori quanti 
“< tate, & cum alia viétus ratione fumptum ; qui tandem 
¢¢ poft multa promifit fe omnia facturum. quare expur- 
«s gato prius corpore 4 communibns excrementis cum levi- 
¢¢ bus medicinis, juffi, ut biberet decoftum ligni Indici 
*¢ hoc modo; & quoniam eftas erat, mane hora nona 
«¢ vel decima fumebat quinque calices vitreos dicti de- 
€¢ cofti calidi, qui calix fex uncias decoéti continebat, 
¢* poi quem potum paffulas comedebat ad quatuor ufque 
¢ uncias, & in le&tulo coopertus per duas horas manebat, 
é¢ quo in tempore plurimum fudabat, plurimnmque min- 
«¢ gebat, nam & per alia tempora decoctum ligni bibit, 
«f minimeque potuit fudare, quinque autem horis pot 
«© prandium ex pane optime decoéto, loto in jure parvi 
¢¢ pulli fumebat, & aliquid etiam carnis didti pulli co- 
«s medebat; unacum pafiulis, bibebatqueexfecunda dee 
«¢ coctione ad libitum, fed deinde horis 4 prandio iterum 
¢¢ quinque cyathos prima dicte decoétionis calidz bibe- 
‘s bat, & paffulas poft comedebat, & in lectulo per duas 
¢¢ horas manenscum fudore, & plurima midtu quiefcebat, 
<* quatuor poftea horis 4 potu czenabat, cena tamen fem- 
«6 per fuit lenior prandio, bibebatque fecundam decottio- 
¢6 nem ad libitum, qui ante xx. diem ita bene habuit, ut, 
«s & dolores recefferint, & tumores diffoluti fuerint, & 
«6 exulcerationes fanate fuerint, volui tamen cum dia 
ss regula 
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ing of note, not only becaufe he pro~ 
bably wrote before Maffa, but becaufe 
2.2 Boerhaave 


** reoula hominem vufque ad quadragefimum procedere 
«diem, ficque fanus factus, incolumis per multos an- 
“© nos vixit. 

Cafe 2. “ Dominus Johannes Broila vir generofus Magni« 
¥s ficus,dives, & nobilis vir, temperature calide & ficcx, 
*¢ cum plurimos annos laboraffet morbo Gallico cum tu« 
“* moribus per univerfum corpus, prefertim in capite, e 
** quibus plurimi exulcerati erant, cum ofium corfofione 
“© & in capite & facie magis, ita ut non hominis, fed mon- 
“¢ firi cujufdam fpeciem pre fe ferret. Hic cum tam Tu- 
** rini, quam Mediolani, & Papia plurimos medicos ad fur 
‘* curam accerfiffet, nunquam potuit liberari, neque potu 
** decoGtionis ligni Indici pluries fumpto, neque inun@io- 
‘ nibus plurimis fa&tis, neque poftremo fuffumigiis uni- 
“© verfo corpori adminiftratis, tandem in Galliam, Lugdu- 
“© ni {cilicet ad quofdam famigeratos medicos fe contu- 
¢ lit, qui & ipfi plurimum laborantes nihil fecerunt, hic 
‘¢ cum effet fine {pe future fanitatis admonitu quorundam 
*¢ medicorum ut me Venetias conveniret, Venetias fe con- 
** tulit, mihique domi narrans omnia preterita, & often 
‘¢ dens omnes tumores, ulcera, & offium corruptiones, 
‘“* rogabat ut fibi opem ferre vellem, promittens non 
*€ ingratum fe inme futurum effe, Ego vero poftquam 
** hominem folatus eflem, & juffiflem efle bono animo 
“* cum effet hiems & frigidifima quidem, juffi ut mae 
**neret domi, & cuftodiret fe ab aére frigido, quiefcens 
‘¢ donec tempus mutaretur, non tamen interim defuerunt 
‘* auxilia que ulceribus fubvenirent. faperveniente autem 
** Februario menfe hominem expurgavi, juflique ut bibe- 
** ret decoctum ligni Indici cum mediocri dizta, quoniama 

** EXCRINIS, 
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Boerhaave himfelf has written highly in 


his praife. There is however a circum< 
| {tance 


 excarnis, & macilentiffimus erat. ille tamen eredens 
€€ per cibi abftinentiam citius & melius poffe curari, abf- 
‘¢ tenebat, & parum aut nihil, me infcio, .comedere vo- 
‘lebat, ficque procefit bibendo ufque ad quinquaginta 
«¢ dies, nec tamen convalere potuit, nam & tumoress 
¢¢ & ulcera omnia male fe habebant. res denique dimiffa 
*¢ fuit nature Cum optimo regimine cibi, & potus & ali- 
é* arum rerum neceflariarum ufque in finem Augufti, quo 
€¢in tempore expurgato corpore, iterum jufi decoctum 
«¢ ligniillum bibere mane & vefperi ufque ad duas libras 
<< cum comeftione paffularum, & in prandio concedebam 
<* carnis portionem, & vini pauciferi cum fecunda de- 
. ©* coctione diluti potum, qui tamen, cum effet feverus, 
*¢ & audiviffet vitaum tenuem plorimum prodefle morbo 
¢¢ Gallico, non parebat, fed abftinebat & ab ufu carnis, | 
és & avini potu. qui & fi per duos menfes bibifiet, non 
€¢ propterea convaluit, fed una cum tumoribus, & malis 
** exulcerationibus languebat. fuperveniente vero hieme 
¢¢ volui illi aliquid preter regimen refumptivum injangere 
é¢¢ fed una dierum, Famulus quidam fibi carus mihi figni- 
¢¢ ficabat id efle in caufa cur ille non fuerit fanitati re- 
«¢ flitutus, quoniam non paruit meis mandatis in regimine 
e¢ cibi, & potus. nam cum decoétum ligni bis affumpfiffet, | 
¢¢nec carnem comedere, nec vinum bibere voluit, & 
«¢ hoc quoniam cateri medici femper & 2 vino & acar- 
¢¢ nibus eum abftinebant. Cum vero Magnificum virunt 
“¢ de futura cura alloquerer, dixi illum minime poffle 
¢¢ fanari, atille cum audiviffet verbum, tarbatus quzre- 
«* bat qualis effet caufa, refpondi quod ipfemet effet caufa, 
‘6 quoniam me decipiebat, cum fe minime obedientem 

s* praberet 
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ftance mentioned by * Aftruc on the au- 
thority of Gefner, which, if true, thews 


2.3 that 


é¢ preberet meis mandatis, aperuique que dixerat mihi 
“ famulus. cumque ego fibi meam vifitationem negaffem 
** promifit fe omnia, que imponerem facturum. cumque 
«<< ego hominem obedientem in futurum effe credidi, in 
é¢ principio veris exhibui iterum decoctum ligni Indiei, 
<* yfque ad tres libras mane, & vefperi cum comeftione 
‘¢ pafflularum, & in prandio dedi jus pulli, vel vituline 
s¢ carnis, & portionem carnis ad comedendum, juffique 
‘¢ ut biberet vinum dilutum ad libitum cum fecunda de | 
« co€tione tam in prandio quam in ccena, neque volui 
s¢ ut ullo paéto fudaret, fed contentus effet copiofa urinz 
«*evacuatione. qui hac ratione bibens decoctum per 
s¢ duos menfes, liberatus fuit 4 tumoribus, & ulceribus, 
<¢ atque fanus et pingnis ex vini potu diftribuentis nutri- 
«¢ mentum factus, incolumis ad fuos confanguineos in 
s¢ patriam reverfus eft, 

Cafe 3. “© Item Iluftrifimus ac ftrenuus Princeps 
«sD. M. temperature calide ac humide, cum fubdo- 
6s minio alicujus ficcitatis, facientis ad fubtiliationem fan-\ 
‘¢ guinis, ztatis confiftenti, cum paflus effet morbum 
‘s Gallicum per multos annos, non potuit ex toto libe- 
‘¢ rari quin relinqueretur ulcus magnum in capite bron- 
« chi, cum quo erant corrofe cartilagines omnes partis 
“ capitis bronchi anterioris, ut poflet unufquifque inte- 
‘* riorem partem afpere arterie infpicere, & tangere. ul- 
<¢cus quidem erat antiquum oftracofum multorum anno- 
é* rum, os cujus tante latitudinis duo digiti fimul cone 
¢* junéti potuiffent facillime ingredi. & cum fapientifiimi, 

€¢ ac 


* Aftruc, Vol. Ll, page 250, 
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that Hutton was deceivedin his idea of hav- 


ing obtained acure ; for according to this 
| author, 


‘¢ acexpertiflimi medici ejus confolidationem plurimis re- 
<¢ mediis tentaffent, incaflum tandem omnia acta fuere, 
“© nam Mediolanenfes primarii medici, cum effet Viced 
“¢ minus in arce, ei medelam preftiterunt, fimiliter & Ja- 
«* nuenfes primarii medici, nomine inclyti Regis Gallo. 
«© rum, Januz plurima fecerunt, fed ipfi fruftra labora. 
<¢ runt. poftremo reverfus eft ad Regem, Seniorefque, & 
«<< famigerati medici Lugduni eam in curam fufceperunt 
“¢ nec propterea ulcus fanari potuit, ulcus vero talis erat 
“<¢ rationis, quod fifine penicillo, vel magno licinio ex 
«* bombace facto adapertum fuiffet, Illufriffimus Princeps 
<¢ per illud fpatium temporis fine voce & dearticulata lo- 
«¢ cutione manebat, appofito vero licinio five penicillo ex- 
<¢ bombace obftruente ulcus, reéte, diftinéte, & fine ali. 
‘¢ gua difficultate loquebatur. erat quidem vir ruffi colo. 
«¢ ris, habens barbam prolixam, coloris flavi, tendentis 
«¢ ad auri colorem, quz ulcus perbelle tegebat, & occul- 
‘*tabat. & tametfi plurimi effent affiftentes nobiles mili. 
€¢ tes, neminem tamen ulcus erat notum, preter uni, qui 
“‘fecreto ipfi infervicbat. Accerfitus igitur ab Illuf, 
¢ Principe, ut eum viderem, fic ille me allocutus eft. 
“ Sunt quam plarimi anni quod te wvidere pro quadam mea 
°¢ mala difpofitione defideravi, a qua ufque in hunc diem nemo 
&+ potuit ex medicis me fanitati reftituere, audiveram tamen 
ce €f Mediolani, &S Papia, S Fanue, © Lugduni, ac etiam 
‘6 in cafiris Nicolai Maffe nomen, & plures fanatos ab illo, 
6© poftea quam igitur pro negotiis dnclyti Regis cum Illuftriffime 
“© hoc Dominio buc me contuli, rogo te, ut mein tuam tutelam 
qe Sulpicias, donee Venetiis manebo, nam vere non pufum 1e%t~ 
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author, he was relieved for atime, but 
not cured by this medicine; and after 
Q 4 wards 


“* pus aliquod determinatum mee more tibi affignare. fcio 
°° equidem id malum quod nunc oftendam tibi, non cito fanaré 
** poffe, tu vero quid agendum fit jubebis, &S ad omnia me obe- 
“* dientum prefiabo. Poft quam prefationem, vocavit il- 
«* Jum quieiinferviebat, & oftendit mihi ulcus fuperius 
** dium, quo vifo cum effent corrofz cartilagines an- 
‘© terlores capitis bronchi, fic orfus fum, Tuftriffime Priag- 
°< ceps non eff mirum fi tot fapientes, ©S illuftres medici pluri- 
© mum laborarunt, neque ulcus hoc fanare potuerunt, cum 
“* pars que deperdita ef, fit pars membri quod a femine ortumt 
“© habet, namque membra a femine orta, fi deperdita fuerint, 
“© nequaquam inflaurari in adultis poffunt, in pueris parvis, 
© &F adolefcentulis aliquando hoc vifum eff, in adultis vero 
«© minime, Cetera partes que a fanguine fiunt, facile re- 
“< nafcuntur fi aliqua de caufa deperdantur. Atille, rogo, 
ie inquit, ut quotidie hue accedas, &F aliquid, ut tibi vides 
6 bitur, faciendum injungas, nam ulcus hoc eff dereli@um 
‘© poftquam plurimis a medicis fadtis remediis & morbo Gallico 
‘‘ evafi, Ego vero cum vidiffem [lluftrifimum Princi- 
** pem paratum, bonz habitudinis, & in reliquis corporis 
*- partibus fanum, & tempus effet acceptabile, (erat enim 
** poft pafcha in principio veris in fine menfis Aprilis) 
‘© expurgavi corpus 4 communibus inteftinocrum & pro- 
«€ pinquorum membrorum fuperfluitatibus, bifque fangui- 
‘¢nem aperta vena jecoraria mifi, deinde juffi, ut aquam 
‘© deco€tionis ligni Indi biberet. qui cum effet affuetus plu- 
‘¢ rimo potai, ut folent Domini Galli facere, ccepit pri- 
«*ma die bibere mane duas libras primz decoétionis 
‘* ligni, ac poft paffulas comedere, & in leétulo manens 
é« per duas horas fudare, fed ante prandium per duas ho- 
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wards died of the difeafe. But admitting 
this to have been the cafe, by Hutton’s 

own account it appears that he had under- 
gone feveral courfes of mercury before he 
ufed guaiacum, and if this medicine did 
not cure him, yet as it took off his 
fymptoms for a length of time, it may 
be confidered as a ufeful fad, and will 
warrant the inference, that by a combina- 
tion of this medicine with a more judici- 
ous ufe of saath he would probably 

» have 


** ras bibit ex fecunda decoctione libram unam, poft quam 
*« duabus horis prandium accepit, & fuit ex pane bif- 
** cofto & paflulis fimul, bibitque unam phialam aque 
“¢ fecunde decoétionis; inter prandium & coenam ex fe- 
«* cunda decogtione ad libitum bibebat; quatuor poftea 
** horis ante coenam iterum primum decottionis calidas 
*< tres libras bibit, & in leQulo coopertus manens per 
‘* duas horas fadavit, ccena fuit minor prandio, videli- 
“cet ex pane bifcogto & paffulis, & potus ex fecunda 
** decoctione ad libitum, proceffit Iluftris Dominus fem- 
‘per potum prime decofionis tam matutinum quam 
‘‘ vefpertinum augendo, & etiam fecunde decoétionis 
‘(in prandio & coena, ut tandem ex prima decoCtione 
«6 o€o phialas biberet, & ex fecunda decem & duodecim, 
*‘ aliquando cum plarimo fudore, & copiofifimo mi@u 
** & feceffu ; & hoc fuit per {patium quinguaginta dierum 
«« in quo tempore fexaginta & plus libras ligni Indici ad 
‘+ magnam ftateram confumpfit ; tape ulcus vero capitis 
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have been perfeétly cured. Even the 
mere palliation of fymptoms like thofe he 
has defcribed is a fufficient proof that it 
has fome efficacy; for mercury itfelf, 
when employed in the modern way, for 
the fame fymptoms has frequently no 
better effect: and I have more than once 
known a fubfequent courfe, cure, when 
the preceding one has only enervated the 
difeafe. This man’s cafe was a pox of 
long ftanding, for he had been difeafed 


for eight years. Among other fymptoms 
| he 


¢¢ bronchi quater in die apponebatur coton madefactum 
“6 6 fpuma primz dece€ionis, nam dum coquerent lignum, 
és ‘* fpumam ad hanc inedelam fervabant ; ficque Dei om- 
s¢ nipotentis gratia, & auxilio preter aliquam f{pem, Il- 
«s luitrifimus D, evafit fanato & confolidato ulcere epi- 
“ glottidis, ex toto callo, loco cartilaginis, fupergenera- 
** to; res profecto mira, &digria ut literis ad hominum 
*‘languentium utilitatem, & medentium inftru@ionem 
_* mandetur: Poflem & plura alia miracula, quantitatis 
6s Operationis decoctionis ligniIndici, quain meden- 
‘6 do in dies a me vifa funt, fcribere, fed ii tres cafus 2 
‘* me recitati, fatis erunt, ut homines aliquando in max- 
**imo morbo Gallico fe convalere poffe confidant. quod 
** fi quis alios zgrotos cum fzviflimis accidentibus, 
** maximis & fortibus remediis, fanitati reftitutos effe {cire 
6 defiderat, illud affequetur facile, fi univerfum procef- 
«* fum iftivs libri legere voluerit.” fphrod. pag. 

Gap. X Nich. Mafla. 
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he had nocturnal pains, nodes, and a 
gummatous tumour, which rendered him 
incapable of raifing one of his arms. 
If fymptoms like thefe can be removed. 
for a time by guaiacum, it is well worth 
the enquiry how far it may, under cer- 
tain circumftances, be revived, and {till 
retained, among our other antivenereal 
remedies. : 

Some of the early writers feem to me 
to have been fully fenfible, that this 
was a remedy only for the late fecond- 
ary fymptoms of the difeafe. Mafla 
employed it fuccefsfully in that parti- 
cular ftage of it, in which the perio- 
fteum, the internal mufcular and apo- 
~ neurotic furfaces and bones were affected. 
I apprehend if we had not at this 
period of the difeafe, the above facts 
to guide us, yet that its known power 
in rheumatifm would lead us from ana- 
‘logy to employ it in venereal pains. 
The fame parts are frequently affected 
in the one difeafe as in the other. As 
in the one, fo is there frequently in the 
other, a difpofition to metaftafis. The 

meta{- 
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metaftafes are indeed {fpecifically diffe~ 
rent: but this fymptom, of all the others, 
which attend a late pox, feems to me © 
to be that which mercury has the leat 
power over; and I think it very pro- 
bable, that. by uniting the properties of 
Guaiacum with thofe of mercury, we may 
frequently obtain what is not generally 
obtainable by either fingly.. Every perfon 
who has been much verfed in practice, 
mutt be fully fenfible of the difficulty 
of effecting cures when the difeafe has ac- 
quired a ftrong propenfity to thefe tranf- 
lations, and it is, I believe, to the pre- 
vention of thefe, that the properties of 
Gualacum are particularly applicable. 
Or, if without curing the difeafe, it will 
only ftop the progrefs of a venereal ca- 
ries, more efpecially when the nofe or 
palate are affected, it would be highly 
valuable. According to the account 
given by thofe who have relied on this 
medicine, it appears that it does not 
relieve under a number of days; it is 
not therefore to be compared with the 
decifive effects of mercury, for ftopping 

I the 


[ 236 ] 

the deftructive progrefs of a late fymptom. 
However, it is evident from the authority 
of Boerhaave, that it has great effect, in a 
wenereal caries of the palate, nofe, and 
faucesand therefore in that particular cafe, 
in which thefe parts are injured, and there 
is at the fame time, difeafed fpungy gums, 
with a difpofition to falivate too readily, it 
may, perhaps, be fingularly efficacious as 
an afliftant to the more powerful, general 
ufe of mercury. 

The early and late fymptoms of the dif~ 
eafe appear, though fpecifically allied, 
to have very different effects on the contfti- 
tution, and without any ftretch of fancy, 
it may be fairly prefumed, that each pe- 
riod may require, a treatment fomewhat 
different. In fhort, though I can readily 
allow that, with refpedt to fome of the late 
fymptoms, the difeafe muft be cured, or 
enervated by the fpecific in the firft 
inftance. | 
_ Yet it is morethan probable, that Gua- 
iacum may have no inconfiderable fhare of 
power, in promoting the ufual operation of 
mercury, orin relieving fome of thofe arre- 

4 gular 


L 237 | | 
sular anomalous fymptoms, to which no 
precife name has been affixed, and which 
itis very difficult to determine, whether 
they arife from the relicks of the difeafe, 
the remedy, or the action of other cir- 
cumftances on the conftitution. 

A prattice of dividing the periofteum, 
during a mercurial courfe, in the cure 
of a very painful node, in order to leffen 
diftention, has been recommended by Mr. 
Bromfield. Ican readily conceive, that 
this may fometimes be neceflary, particu- 
larly when the pain is excruciating, and 
the action of the fpecific too flow, or too 
fluggifh to produce eafe within a fhort fpace 
of time. Ihad onceoccafion to do this ope= 
ration, and from that cafe, I am rather 
inclined to truft to the anti-venereal ef- 
fects of the remedy, than to this local 
treatment. But there may, notwithftand~ 
ing, be cafes, in which it may be advife- 
able, not only on the above princi- 
ple, but as a means of checking the rapid 
progte(s of the difcafe, under the periofte- 
um, 


With 
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With refpec& to venereal enilarg¢< 
ments of the joints, they require no treat~ 
ment. diftin& from that which is ne- 
ceflary, for every other fecondary fymp- 
tom. Nor do, thofe called. gummata, 
which fometimes arife on mufcles, or 
aponeurotic parts, nor thofe kind of fores, 
which fometimes come on, as a confe- 
quence of the latter, in which there is 
either an appearance of glaire, or of 
floughinefs, refembling that of a femipu- 
trid tendon, 


Ozend. 

The celebrated Boerhaave was well 
aware of all the horrid confequences, 
which fometimes attend this dreadful 
fymptom. Inorder to fettle its diagnofis, 
a very minute infpeétion into the two 
noftrils, the mouth, palate, velum pen- 
dulum palati, pharynx, and tonfils, is ne- 
ceflary; for it moft frequently happens, 
that the affection, though perhaps princi- 
pally occupying the nofe, is yet not con- 
fined merely to that part; the voice of 
the patient, which is fometimes much 

altered 
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altered from its natural tone, the feat of 
the pain, which is generally towards the 
root of the nofe, the purulency and fe- 
tor of the difcharge, which are frequently 
not only difagreeable to byftanders, but 
to the patient himfelf, the ftate of his 
previous fymptoms, the ulceration, if in 
fight, appearing like lard, the cartilages 
of the nofe and ale nafi being fhrunk, 
attenuated, or ulcerated, an unhealthy 
countenance, leannefs, real or anomalous, 
venereal pains, venereal head ach, pare 
ticularly if between the frontal finufes 
and above the root of the nofe, are the 
circumftances to be enquired after and 

attended to. 
The treatment for this fymptom fhould, 
I apprehend, be varied according to the 
{tate of it. If the difeafed affection ig 
confined merely to the nofe, without any 
apparent affection of the fauces, palate, 
bones, or tonfils, in that cafe, even though 
from the laxity of the patient’s gums, a 
difpofition to falivate readily may be 
expected, yet I think, that the decifive ef- 
fects of the medicine can {carcely be pro- 
duced 
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duced too early; becaufe experience fully 
fhews, in a great variety of cafés; that 
thefe are the true means of checking 
the farther progrefs of all ulcerations, 
clearly ventreal. Theconfinement fhould 
therefore be ftrict, and the dofes of the 
medicine large, in order that its opera- 
tion may be quick; the propriety of 
this practice is fufficiently evident, from 
the cafe, mentioned Page 26. Vol. II. 
in which the rapid progrefs of the 
difeafe was certainly checked immediately, 
if not entirely cured, by a very fmalf 
quantity of mercury, fuddenly producing 
the ufual decifive fymptoms. Having then 
in the firft inftance, ftopped the progrefs 
of the ulceration by the above means, the 
extinction, and perfect cure of the difeafe 
are to be attempted, as in every other 
late fymptom, in which a fimilar mode 
of treatment is followed. 

Having profeffed myfelf an enemy to 
all mercurial topics, where they can 
be clearly avoided; and knowing in the 
fymptom under confideration, both from 


its malignity, and the late time of the 
difeafe 


a 
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difeafe, at which it generally appears, that 
mere palliatives can avail but little, I 
would rather truft to general, than local 
means of relief. I cannot, therefore, re- 
commend the indifcriminate ufe of a cin- 
nabar fumigation, though it is in this 
cafe, a common application, excepting 
in that particular habit, in which the 
{pecific will probably act too flowly with- 
out fome fuch fpur. And here, it will 
be, no doubt, an effectual affiftant, to the 
too weak action of the general remedy, 
and at the fame time, a {trong and pow- 
erful corrector of the local mifchief. 
But when the ulceration, and the ca- 
ries of the bones are deep and extenfive, 
affecting not only the nofe, but the palate, 
if the patient has at the fame time bad 
teeth, and fpongy, unhealthy guins, ia 
that cafe, I fay, that the putrefaction, 
generated by the difeale, may be fo 
heightened by the local effects of mercury, 
if it dhould act on the mouth with any 
degree of violence, as to do the greatett 
injury. The fpecife fhould therefore be 
introduced fairly, but gradually, either 
wah nr ie with 


i 


[ 242 J 
‘with a confiderable interval between each 
dofe; or by -moderate dofes ;:and as mers 
curial antifeptics; Ward’s Drop largely. di- 
Juted, a very weak folution of fublimate, 
ora lotion ex calomel etaq. rejar. may be 
afed with an armed probe. But fuchis 


penerally the {trong tendency to falivation 


in this cafe, that when applied to the 
parts within the mouth, even thefe mild 
‘mercurials are hardly fafe; for they may 


raife a fudden and unexpected defluxion 


‘about the faucés. Frequent gargling with - 


“barley water, or a decoction of carrots, 


will, when the mouth and-fauces are af- 
fected with«difeafe, be ufeful. And the 


habit and ftate of the ulceration may 
‘be corrected, in fome meafure, by the 
“exhibition of bark, opium, and a pro- 
per attention % diet, but it is princi- 


’ pally fromthe fair ation of ‘the fpeci- 
“fic on the fyftem, that the patient muit 
“e€Xp sect a cure. 

Some ‘writers have had an idea thata 


*dinnabar fumigation would dry up thefe 
“kind of ulcerations, prematurely, and be- 


“fore the difeafe, of which it is certainly 


*¢ « a: “ r 
one 
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one of the worft fymptoms, could be 
cured. I can only fay, that the moft 
inveterate cafes of ozenz, I have fen, 
have. been either relapfes after the ufe of 
this topic, or from a too. partial opera- | 
tion. of the general means of cure. The 
very delicate and fpongy texture of the 
bones, generally concerned in this.affec- 
tion, is fuch, that though the periofteum 
and pituitary membrane are the parts 
which are previoully affeed with ail- 
eafe, and though exfoliation dees fome- 
times take place from them, yet we alfo 
fometimes find, that when the ulcera- 
tions are inveterate, and have fpread with 
great rapidity, fo as to injure the whole 
of a {mall bone, whether of the nofe or 
palate, fuch bone feparates at the future 
and comes away entire. 

When the f{preading of the ulcerations 
and putridity are leffened by the above 
means, the cure of the difeafe may be ake 
terwards effected by urging the general 
remedy to the proper point. Sarfaparilla 
and -Guaiacum may be -here fin- 
gularly ferviceable, and employed with 

R. 3 the 
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the other means of relief. The authori- 

ties adduced in fupport of this opinion 

will, I hope, warrant me in fubmitting 
my conjectures to the public, as objects 
for future enquiry.—With refpec to the 

former of thefe medicines, I know of 
no fituation in which it may not be with 

fafety ufed. But, with regard to Guaia- 

cum, it has been interdicted, and | think 

with great propriety, in thofe who are 

naturally he€tical, who have weak lungs, 

and a difpofition to phthifis pulmonalis. 

And, if there is a tendency to he€tic, from 

any other caufe (that arifing from the ve- 

nerealdifeafe only excepted) it will be 

alfo improper. 

As to the treatment of a venereal hectic 
or marafmus, with which the foregoing 
fymptoms are very often combined, the 
plan long fince laid down, and adopted 
by Mafla * is certainly no contemptible 
one. Mercury fhould be employed firft 
as an ameliorant and alterative in the 
fmalleft dofes, and with caution, fo that 
the patient .may rather gain ftrength 

| gradually 


* Vide Note, page 214. 
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gradually under the remedy, than lofe 
it by its fudden and too forcible action. 
Every thing that can tend to mend 
the ftate of the animal juices, and invi- 
gorate the fyftem, will be alfo neceflary. 
Opium to procure natural reft, milk, 
country air, and bark, may be ufed, but 
eyen this plan fhould be purfued under 
fome degree of confinement. When the 
pulfe rifes, and he gains ftrength under 
this treatment, the medicine may be more 
forcibly urged for the complete eradica~ 
tion of the difeafe. Mercury is certainly 
the beft, if not the only cure, for a pox; 
but in cafes where the fyftem is fo far 
debilitated, that it cannot bear the na- 
tural operation of this medicine, in the 
form and way in which it is ufually 
exhibited, it will be in vain to attempt 
a cure inthat manner. There is pro- 
bably in every fuch debility a tendency to 
putrefcency, which this medicine will 
infallibly increafe, if ufed in large quan- 
tities. This matter is, indeed, at pre- 
fent an uncertain one; and not yet, 
gegulated by any fixed points, or well 

; Re, adjufted 
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ddjufted feale; but, though unafcer- 
tained, thefe points are {till difcoverable. 
I muit requeft of the reader to return 
‘back to that remarkable cafe of unexs 
pected falivation, Vol. TT, page 51. note, 
the will thence fee the great difficulty 
of effecting a cure under the difadvan- 
tages of a pox thoroughly eftablithed, ina 
habit injured by climate, intemperance, 
and difeafe. But great as the difficulty 
‘was, it is evident to me, if this per- 
fon’s conftitution had not been greatly 
debil itated, and his fecretory organs very 
much relaxed by a warm climate, un- 
der which fituation he was probably 
firongly difpofed to falivate readily ; that 
the local application of a powerful mer- 
curial to the puftules on the furface of 
his body, would not have rendered thé 
cure more difficult, nor caufed that repul- 
ulation of fymptoms, which affected 
him for fo long a time. It is evident 
from this inftance that a certain degree 
of ftreneth and health are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary; not only to fupport the confti- 
tution, under the powerful action of this 

medicine, 
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medicine, but that this aGtion cannot be 
made to take place, fully and cable with’ 
out them. 
- Tcannot clofe the curé of this divifion 
of fymptoms, ‘without calling the rea 
der’s atterition once more to the leading: 
principles of practice, contained in the 
forégoing pages. .I will fhelter myfelf 
under no jubterfuge, nor court the ap» 
plaufe of the world, by humouring pre- 
vailing ignorance, or unjuft “prejudices: 
what experience has fully fhewed me,’ 
that I will venture to difclofe, let the con- 
fequences be as they may. And I-do’ 
affert, and from Jorg ‘obfervation, 
that when falivation can be conducted 
with the precautions mentioned in fome’ 
of the foregoing pages, fo as to bring’ 
on the proper decifive effects’ of the meé- 
dicine, within the fhort ‘period of little’ 
more than three weeks, that it is both’ 
as a method of cure for fecondary fymp-~ 
toms, and as a mode of ufing mercury 
infinitely more certain in its operation, 
and lefs hurtful to the conftitution, than. 
any other with which I am acquainted. 

a oe To 
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To compare an alterative courfe with. 
it» would be to depreciate it; and it is 
much more fafe than any other modifi- 
cation of ordinary falivation, in which 
the cure uinder confinement runs out 
toa much greater length; becaufe the 
quantity of mercury employed is much 
lefs, and its effets by no means vio- 


lent. - 
_If it be objected that this time of 


cure is too fhort; I fay if the ftate of 
the patient be fuch as to bear 31. or 
gifs ung. mercur. fort. at each friction 
during the firft week; =1j. or more du- 
ring the fecond week, and a fmall quan- 
tity more, during the third week, that 
the proper effects may be produced in 
many cafes within this period. I regret 
very much that a propenfity to falivate 
too readily, will too often render thefe 
dofes, and this plan improper; and on 
the other hand, an inaptitude to falivation 
will fometimes unavoidably prolong the 
time of cure, and increafe the agere- 
gate quantity of the medicine. But 
when the cafe is clearly otherwife ; when 

at the 
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the remedy acts in a kindly manner, 
gradually producing a tendency to a 
fore mouth, and allowing alfo, of that 
gradual increafe in the quantity of the, 
medicine, to the beginning or middle 
of the third week, the decifive effects 
then fhewing themfelves fully ; I fay when 
a patient is fortunate enough to have 
a conftitution that will allow of this, 
that fuch method of cure has ever ap- 
peared to me to be much more fafe and 
effectual than any other. If it will cure 
venereal opthalmie, ventreal farcoceles, 
gummatous fwellings, nodes, obftinate 
Boe ay ulcerations of the tongue, &c. 
there can be no doubt of its curing 
other fymptoms; and that it has fre- 
quently done this, I can very fafely 


aver. 


Cure of Anomalous fymptoms. 

When treating of thefe fymptoms, it 
was faid (Vol. I, page 128) that they 
might be divided into three clafies, 
namely; into thofe which were owing 
to the fupprefled and remote effects of 

the 
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the remedy, when improperly ufed: 
into thofe, which were the genuine 
effects of the difeafe, but appearing in 
a broken, and, as it were, disjointed 
manner; and that, others were indeed’ 
the confequences of the difeafe, but 
without latent venereal mifchief. 

With refpectt to the firft of thefe 
clafies, having quoted the cafe of the 
girl who was under’ Dr. Sylvefter’s care,’ 
mentioned in the London Medical Ob- 
fervations, I muft add, that in the fame 
valuable work, Vol. VI. there is ano- 
ther inftance, given by Dr. Dobfon, 
of ‘a train of anomalous, mercurial 
fymptoms arifing from a fuppreffed faliva= 
tion. “Thefe and the cafe already’ 
mentioned, are fufficient proofs. that’ 
difagreeable confequences do fometimes: 
follow, when a check has been given 
to. the natural action of this medicine, 
on the falivary glands and {kin, Having 
alfo adduced two inftances of pally, which 
Y think may very fairly be fet to the 
fame account, I fhall pals over the ill 
eifedts, which do fometimes. come on 


4. in 


past) ‘ 
in a fevere alterative ee ras te 
action of cold, drinking, and other ir- 
regularities, when the fyfiem is loaded 
with this medicine, andin the a@ of 
‘producing its putrefactive and evacuant 
effects; at a time when the pulfe is 
unavoidably raifed to a very high pitch 
with every pore, and every {fecretion 
open. And having called the reader’s 
attention to thefe facts, in the prefent 
univerfal phrenfy for alterative methods - 
of cure, I can only lament that the ob 
vious means of prevention, I mean. an 
exclufion from a free communication 
with the external atmofphere, under a 
mild and well regulated regimen, is 
not more generally practifed. Having 
fhewn, that even in the warm climate 
of Venice and Italy, fuch a precaution 
was fome centuries ago adopted, I am 
aftonifhed to find that it has not more 
generally prevailed in this country: a 
country, perhaps of all others, from the 
great variability of its atmofphere, more 
Ynimical to the action of mercury than 
any other. I atts next proceed to the 
ia confideration 
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confideration of fome other circumftances, 
in the operation of the remedy, worthy 
“our moft ferious attention. 

If we were to fet the intrinfic merit 
of a mercurial courfe under regimen and ° 
confinement, as a means of curing the 
difeafe, out of the queftion, and compare 
the effects of the remedy, when ufed in 
this way, with a long and fevere altera- 
tive courfe, we fhall fee a confiderable 
difference. In theone, thereis a quick 
operation of the remedy, oppofed to a 
flow one; in the other, effects which 
are natural and unequivocal, oppofed to 
a laborious. and often a fupprefied action ; 
in the one, a complete and fpeedy fub- 
fidence of all the difagreeable phenomena 
neceflarily attending its operation; in 
the other, a number of complaints clearly 
deducible from its retention, and from 
its continuing to exert its effects for a 
length of time on the conttitution, af- 
ter the patient has ceafed to ule it. In 
one perfon I remember falivation was 
produced, by dancing fix weeks after 
the difcontinuance of an alterative courfe ; 


ieee 
it is worthy of note, that this falivation, 
though violent, did not prevent the 
termination of the difeafe in nodes. I 
have often feen, even feveral months after 
the ufe of mercury in this way, that 
fore throats, refembling flight mercurial 
affe€tions of the fauces, would come 
on, laft a few days, and then go; and 
upon a flight cold, dancing, drinking, 
or ufing violent exercife, return again; 
which fufficiently proves, that a por- 
tion of mercury, in each of thefe cafes, 
was actually exifting in the fyftem, in 
a ftate of fuppreffion; to which portion 
one or more of the above circumiftances, 
by increafing the circulation, gave the 
ufual, though flight effec, on the mouth 
and falivary glands. And thefe anoma- 
lous mercurial effects, I have very fre= 
quently obferved many months after the 
difcontinuance of an alterative courfe. 
Some of the effects of this medicine 
were faid to be putrefactive—when thefe 
have been kept up in the fyftem for a 
length of time, as in the cafe of the 
Medical Gentleman, page 128. perhaps 


a dif- 
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a difpofition, | truly feorbutic, may be 
raifed. By fcorbutic, I here mean, a 
"putrid difeafe, refembling, in fome re- 
{pects, the fea fcurvy. And this will, 
in fome meafure, account for that ten 
dernefs of the fibula and_periofteum, 
of which this perfon complained, and_ 
which ceafed upon his 3 difcontinuing | 
the medicine. 

It is not to be Sanne ede at, if-ob- 
ftinate rheumatic pains, -of the chronic 
kind, fometimes follow upon the free 
ufe of mercury, when it is confidered 
that quick and frequent tranfitions from 
heat to cold will frequently produce them 
in thofe who have never been under a. 
mercurial courfe. It matters not whe- 
ther the pores be opened and .the body 
be heated by violent exercife, or by the 
trong action of fuch a ftimulant as mer- 
cury; in either cafe, the tranfition, upon 
the application « of cold, muft be great; 
whether that cold arifes from the eva- 
poration, produced by the contact of wet 
cloaths, with the furface of the body; 
from an imprudent expofure to. a cur- 

: rent 
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rent of air; or from the action of the 
dry, Eafterly winds of this country on 
that vapour, which is conftantly flying 
off from the fkin, and is called, the infen- 
fible perfpiration. How many hundreds 
are there who overlook, or really are ig- 
norant of the critical fituation, in which 
mercurial courfes unavoidably place them, 
and indulge in all their ufual amufements, 
riding, dancing, drinking, .&c. That 
amany have irreparably injured their con~ 
titutions by irregularities of this kind, 
and that fome have fallen victims, at 
ia very early period of life, to.acute 
difeafes, of the peripneumonic kind, 
I have no doubt; and: fram thefe caufes 

folely. | 
Having fhewn that the action of this 
medicine has a tendency to increafe the dif- 
pofition to hectic in every the beft poffi- 
ble temperament, but more particularly 
in ‘that, in which the conftitution: is 
highly and ‘delicately fanguineous, in or- 
der to determine whether this medicine 
is abfolutely neceffary for the extirpation 
of venereal complaints, and can beem- 
| ployed 
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ployed in the one method; with more 
fafety than the other, I have only to 
enumerate the leading cireumftances 
of each method, and will then leave 
the queftion with any medical man. 
In the alterative method there muft be 
a larger quantity ufed than in the other ; 
that quantity, large as it generally is, 
muft aét for a much longer {pace of 
time; that natural cure for its ftimu+ 
lating effects, the depletion of the lym- ; 
phatic fyftem, which takes place when 
the mouth is affected in the other me- 
thod, is repreffed in this by expofure to 
air, and fome other fecretion muft fupply 
the deficiency ; that fecretion may take 
place from the kidneys, or the fkin, 
or from both;if fromthe pores of the 
{kin the patient runs as much rifgue 
upon an unguarded expofure to cold, as 
he does, who, after heating his body 
with violent exercife, expofes himfelf 
to the fame danger; but with this very | 
material difference in the two cafes; 
that in the one, the animal juices are 


not injured, previous to fuch expofure, 
but 
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put in the other, they have been long 
worked upon by a medicine which pro- 
duces general debility, and inclines them 
to a particular {pecies of attenuation, 
_ or putrefa@tion. And, if a topical perip- 
neumonic inflammation, in fuch a cafe, 
occurs, it is generally violent, and, 
from the tendency in the habit to pu- 
tridity, is accompanyed with a pecu- 
liar degree of acrimony. In fhort, if 
the one method be well conducted, 
upon the completion of a cure, the fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, and the effects 
of the remedy fubfide together. Not 
fo in the other, for though the dif- 
 eafe be cured, time alone can take off 
its ftimulating effects; and, till they 
perfectly fubfide, be it for weeks or 
months, fo long muft the perfon treated 
be liable, upon committing any indi — 
cretion, to the accidents I have enus _ 
merated. | 
As to the treatment of that hectic, 
which does not arife from the vene- 
real difeafe, but from irregularities or 
mifmanagement, in a habit already pre- 


Vor. Il. ay difpofed; 
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difpofed; I can only fay, that it is much 
more eafy to prevent its ill confequences, 
by an early and proper attention to 


regimen, habit, and the mode of ufing ° 


mercury, than to cure it. Asa fituation 
of this fort comes more immediately 
within the province of the pbyfician 
than furgeon, I fhall only remark, that 
when fuch tendency to hectic has been 
greatly heightened, during a mercurial 
courfe, by one or more colds, or other 


accidents; if there is much hardnefs 


of the pulfe, a cough, or other fymp- 
toms, indicating the flighteft pefipneu- 
monic inflammation, {that the {peci- 
- fic fhould be immediately difcontinued ; 
And, when thefe fymptoms are removed, 
it may be afterwards employed in a 
more careful manner. There are only 
a few venereal fymptoms. which are 
immediately, or fuddenly dangerous: 
and even thefe are generally of lefs 
confequence, than the accidents above 
mentioned. Befides that kind of me- 
dical treatment which thefe circumftances 


fometimes render neceflary, but which 
I do 
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¥ do not mean to enter into; the flan- 
nels fhould be changed for clean ones, 
the pores of the fkin fhould be kept 
open by moderate warmth, within the 
houfe, and, as a means of quieting the 
univerfal irritation, opium, after proper 
evacuations, &c. will frequently be of 
the greateft fervice. When it can be 
ufed with propriéty, it will, I believe, 
be found the bett (and indeed in many 
cafes) the only remedy againft the fti- 
mulating éffecis of mercury. 

With refpect to the treatment of chro- 
nic rheumatifm, arifing as a confequence 
of inattention, during an alterative courfe, 
or after a cure under confinement I 
muft refer the reader to the general practice 
of phyfic, for fimilar affections. I can only 
fay, that the properties of Guaiacum feem 
to me admirably well adapted to this par- 
ticular cafe. If the pains which fome- 
times follow the free ufe of mercury be 
carefully attended to, it will, I believe, be 
generally found, that ftimulants, of what- 
ever kind they may be, will have, at 
Jeaft, a temporary good effect, Whe- 
ildal Sie ther 
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ther this arifes from the fedative power 
which the fpecific, aftera long ufe of it, 
exerts upon the confltitution, I cannot fay, 
but having often noticed the good effects 
of other ftimulants, it is, I think, proba- 
ble, that the above medicine may be fingu- 
Jarly ufeful.. And, upon a fimilar prin- 
ciple, the mercurial preparations in {mall 
dofes have been frequently employed with 
fuccefs, As a powerful affiftant to the 
natural action of the fpecific, in what- 
ever way it may bedeemed neceffary to 
ufe it, no man, in a climate like that of 
England, fhould ever venture upon an 
alterative courfe, without defending his 
body witha callico, or, what is bettery. 
a flannel fhirt, flannel drawers, ané 
worfted underftockings ; nor fhould any 
one go fuddenly into the open air, after 
a courfe under confinement, without the 
fame precautions. ‘rifling as thefe cir- 
cumftances may feem, the neglect of them 
has, I am convinced, coft many a man 
his life, and been the true caufe of 
ill health to no inconfiderable number of 
individuals. 


With. 
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_ With refpect to thofe anomalous fymp- 
tgms, inwhich the difeafe may be faid to 

be rather fuppreffed than cured, they are, 
though fuppreffed, either clearly venereal, 
or they are obfcurely fo. If the former 
fhould be the cafe, they muft be treated as 
other fecondary fymptoms; but ifthe fy-= 
philitic appearances and fymptoms fhould 
be doubtful, the matter becomes delicate, 
and fhould be well confidered. Under 
thefe circumftances, abfolute certainty 
is not always to be gained, even from the 
moft minute inveftigation, The fymptoms 
may warrant the fufpicion of a latent 
difeafe, and yet not amount to a com- 
plete proof, that fuch difeafe is the caufe | 
of them. Under fuch a fituation, much 
attention fhould be paid to the confti- 
tution of the patient, and to his feelings. 
If a man thinks at all, the idea of having 
the lurking feeds of this deplorable ma- 
lady within him, is a fword perpetually 
hanging over his head; it mixes with his 
moft fecret thoughts, damps every pur- 
fuit, and poifons every comfort of -his 
life. There are certainly many men, 
whofe 
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whofe minds are more injured than their 
bodies; but when a practitioner, from 
a due confideration of all circumftances, 
though he cannot fay, pofitively, that 
the fymptoms amount to what is, ftriétly 
Speaking, venereal; yet, if it is probable 
that they will, in a courfe of time, be- 
come fo, it is a prefumption to go upon. 
In this, as in fome other critical fitu- 
ations, the man of judgment will fome- 
times find enough to direct him, with- 
out clear and abfolute proof; and, when 
that judgment has been duely formed, 
it is for the patient to determine, whether 
he will be guided by it; and, by taking 
a bold and decided part, free himfelf, at 
once, from all probable danger, by fub- 
mitting to a full and unequivocal opera- 
tion from the remedy. When it is con- 
fidered how forcibly the idea of latent 
venereal mifchief will act upon fome 
minds, even to the production of difeafes, 
no lefs diftrefling, and infinitely more 
difficult of cure than the venereal, I think 
of two evils, a man chufes ‘the leaft, who 


PHLNes the great, broad line of conduct, 
and, 
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and, by following that, either cures hime 
felf of the difeafe, if he has it; or, what 
is fometimes no lefs diftreffing, of his 
apprehenfions, if he has not. 

When I fay this, I muft remind the 
reader that there are fome conftitutiong 
fo framed by nature, that they will bear | 
mercurial courfes with perfec fafety s ; 
nay there are probably fome, which 
mercury will effentially ferve ; but there. 
are others which it will certainly in= 
jure: and this laft confideration fhould 
always operate, as a powerful diffuafive, 

Having explained my fentiments on 
this difficult matter, with that opennefs 
and freedom, which experience has in=« © 
fenfibly led me to, and which reafon, I 
hope, will warrant, I muft add, that it 
has been long a defideratum to procure 
relief, in anomalous cafes, by lefs cere 
tain and direct means, The {mall pro~ 
grefs hitherto. made in our knowledge 
of the fupprefied ftate of the difeafe, 
our ignorance of the remote effects of 
the remedy, and of the confequences 
frequently arifing from accidents which 

happen 
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happen, either during, or fubfequent to 
a cure, have given to modern quackery 
the appearance of doing more than it can, 
in juftice, pretend to. 

In every ftage of lues venerea the fymp- 
toms may certainly be damped, though 
the difeafe be not cured. In propor- 
tion as it has been more or lefs broken 
down by the previous means of cure, 
fo it is eafy to keep it under. And, 
in this way, from the flighteft effects 
of the {pecific, may the temporary ap- 
pearance of a curebe fometimes pro 
duced. : 

But it may be afked, whether the 
difeafe, after having been more thoroughly 
enervated, does not fometimes return(if 
1 may fo fay) to that leprous {tate, to 
which it, perhaps, originally owed its 
rife. If this idea be well founded, it 
may be readily conceived, that /Ethiops 
antim. pulv. tlumm. decod. Lufitan *, and 

the 

* Decod. Luft tame RK Antimnon. crud. Zi. ( in nodu- 


Jo ligat.) Lap. Pumic. pp: (etiam in nodulo ligat.) Rad, 
Sarfap. China contus. a 3 {s. Nuc. jugland. ees No. X. 


ath in aq. fontan, lib. iv. ad.tib i}. 
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the fmalleft dofes- of the faline prepa- 
rations of mercury may have been emi- 
nently ufeful. With refpe@t to the de- 
cock. luft. there may be many prefcrip- 
tions for this medicine; but the moft 
unexceptionable I have feen, is that 
which bears the name of Van Swieten. 
If this medicine be duely confidered, 
there feems to be but two ingredients 
of any efficacy in it; thefe are the 
antim. crud. and nuc. jugland. for with 
refpect to the Sarfaparilla and China, they 
feem to be in too {mall quantities to be 
really ferviceable; and, as to the pum- 
mice ftone, I know of no kind of ufe 
it can poflibly be in the compofition. 

However, I believe, there can be no 
doubt of the good effects of both thefe 
ingredients in leprous affections ; and, if 
the medicine pofflefles any activity, it 
is principally to eee that it owes its 
reputation. 

Having explained that decifive condua 
which fhould, in my opinion, dire@& us, 
both in regard to the diagnofis, and, 

Vor. Li. “3 after 
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after that, in the method of cure; | 
leave every man at liberty to combat, 
doubtful fymptoms by an indecifive and 
equivocal treatment; for my own part, 
I will not do it. Having once fixed 
what the difeafe, probably, is, I know 
-of no plan fo unexceptionable as that 
I have pointed cut; and the method 
purfued fhould, I apprehend, be conducted 
vaunder confinement, by uniting frictions 
with the faline preparations of mer- 
cury, and availing ourfelves, according 
to circumftances, either of Guaiacum, 
Sarfaparilla, or both. A very fuccefs~ 
ful inftance of a cure, upon a plan of this 
kind may be feen, Vol, If. page 79. 
That cure was effected ten years ago, and 
the lady has ever fince enjoyed perfe& 
health: and many more inftances of fuc- 
cefs, from a fimilar mode oy adele 
might be given. . : setae, 
Having, in the’ foregoing pages, 
hewn, in a great variety of circumftances 
that the great leading effets of the {pe- 
cific muft beattended to, in every mode 
of cure, how much foever the feveral me- 
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thods may be diverfified by the prepa. 
ration ufed, by the combination of one 
preparation with another, or by uniting 
the power of other medicines with the 
antivenereal properties of mercury ;." | 
mutt requeft of the reader to obferye 
that thofe effects have been fhewn to 
be precifely the fame, whether they are 
raifed at an early or late period. With thete 
a practitioner may, if he pleafes, be- 
gin; but with thefe, he fhould, in my 
opinion, if he means to cure the difeafe, 
as well as take off the fymptoms, 
nerally end his courfe, 
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2 vols. 145. | 

Profe on feveral Occafions, accompanied with fome | 
Pieces in Verfe. By G. Colman. 3 vols. 153. 

The Works of Lucian, from the Greek. By Thomas 
#rancklin, D. D. 4 Vols. 11. 4s. 

The Theory of Moral Sentiments. By Adam Smith, 
LL.D. F.R. 5. sth Edition... 2: Vols. . 14+ 
_ The Elements of Moral Science. By Yames Beattie, 
LL. D. Profeflor of Moral Philofophy and Logic in 
Marifchal College, Aberdeen. 2, vols. 8vo. 143. 

The Works of Alexander Pope, Efg. with his laft 
CorreGtions, Additions, and Improvements, as they were 
delivered to the Editor a little before his Death; to- 
gether with the Commentary and Notes of Dr. War- 
burton. With Cuts. In g large Vols. 8vo. al. 14s. 

The fame in 6 Vols. 12mo. 18s. 

A complete and elegant Edition of the Englith Poets, 

rinted in 75 Pocket Volumes, on a fine Writing Paper. 
Tlluftrated with Heads engraved by Bartolozzi, Caldwall, 
Hall, Sherwin. &c. Ge. with a Preface Biographical and 
Critical to each Author, By Samuel Fobnfon, LI. De 
331. 2s. 6d. 

A new Edition of the Shipwreck, a Poem in three 
Cantos, by a Sailor; with two Plates, wiz. a Sea Chart, 
and an Elevation of a Ship, with all her Mafts, Yard, 
bails, and Rigging, To this Edition is added, an Elegy 
en the gubject. 3s, fewed, 4 


Xo BOOKS. printed for T. CADELIE : 

The Works of Soame ‘fenyns, Efq. including feveral 
Pieces never before publifhed. T’o which are prefixed 
fhort Sketches of the Hiftory of the Author’s Family, 
and alfo of his Life. By Charles Nalfon Cole, Efq. with 
a Head of the Author. 4 Vols. 2d Edit. rl. 

Letters to and from the late Samuel Yohnfon, LL. D. 
To which are added fome Poems never before printed. 
Publifhed from the Original in her Poffeffion. By Fefer 
Lynch Piozzt. 2 Vols. 148 

The Works of Mr. Thomfon compleat, elegantly 
printed on a fine Writing Paper, with Plates, and a 
Life of the Author. 3 Vols. il. 4s. 

Another Edition, 3 Vols. Crown, 183. or 2 Vols. 
common. 7s. 

The Seafons, in a Twelves Edition, and moft of his 
Pieces feparate. Price only 2s. od. | 

Another Edition of the Seafons, in a fmaller Size, 
printed on a fine Writing Paper. 3 

The Triumphs of Temper; a Poem in fix Cantos; 
By Wilham Hayley, Efq. 6th Edition. 7s 6d. i 

The Mine, a dramatic Poem, 2d Edition, to which 
are added two hiftoric Odes. By Fohn Sargent, Efq. 6s~ 

Elegiac Sonnets. By Charlite Smith, 5th Editions 
with additional Sonnets and other Poems. 7s 6d. 

*,* The three laft mentioned Works are printed im 
a moft beautiful and uniform Manner, and are all em- 
bellifhed with very fine Plates. 

Effays on various Subjects, principally defigned fos 
young Ladies. By Hannah More. 3s. fewed. ad Edit. . 

. Adelaide and Theodore, or Letters on Education : 
Containing all the Principles relative to the different 
Plans of Education, tranflated from the French of Ma- 
dame La Comtefle de Genlis, 3 Vols. 10s. 6d. 3d Edit. 

The Moral Mifcellany, or a Collection of feleé& Pieces, 
in Profe and Verfe, for the Infruction and Entertain- 
ment of Youth. 3d Edition. 3s. 

Aw Hiftorical Mifcellany, 3d Edition. 3s. 

The Pcetical Mifcellany ; confifting of felect Pieces 
from the Works of the following Poets, viz. Adilton, 
Dryden, Pope, Addifon, Gay, &c. 2d Kdition. 3s. 

A Father’s Legacy to his Daughters, by the late Dr. 
Gregory of Edinburgh, with a Frontifpiece. 2s. fewed. 

A Volume of Letters from Dr. Birkenhout to his Son 
at the Univerfity. 7s. : 

. The Mirror; a Periodical Paper, publifhed at Edin- 
burgh in the Years 1779 and 1780, Veluti in Speculay 
3 Vols. Sth Edit. QS. 
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~The Lounger; a Periodical Paper. By the Authors 
of the Mirror. 4th Edit. ros. 6d. 

The Adventurer, by Dr. Hawk{worth, 4 Vols. Anew 
Edition, adorned with elegant Frontifpieces. 125. 

The Rambler, 4 vols. A beautiful Edit. with Frontif- 
pieces, and a Head of the Author, 4 Vols, 12s. 

A complete and elega:t Edition of the Works of Lau 
rence Sterne, M.A, containing his Iriffram Shandy, Senti- 
mental Journey, Letters, &c. Mc. Adorned with Plates, 

defigned by Hogarth, Rooker, Edwards, Sc. 10 Vols. 21. 
~ The Man of Feeling, a Novel: A new Edition. 3s. 
_ The Man of the Warld, by the Author of the Maa 
of Feeling. 2 Vols. 6s. 

Julia de Roubigne, by the fame, 2 Vols. 6s. 

Sentimental Journey, 2 Vols. A new Edition with 
‘Frontifpieces. 5:.—Another Edition. 3s. 

Triftram Shandy, 6 Vols. 18s. 

The Recefs; or, a Tale of other Times. By the 
Author of the Chapter of Accidents. 4th Edit. 3 Vols. 

Julia, a Novel; interfperfed with fome Poetical 
Pieces. By Helen Maria Williams. 2 Vols. 7s. 

Letters written in France in the Summer, 1790, to a 
Friend in England; containing various Anecdotes rela~ 
tive to the French Revolution; and Memoirs of Monf. 
and Madame du F—. By Helen Maria Williams. 3s. 6d. 

Emmeline, the Orphan of the Caftle. By Charlotte 
Smith. 4 Vols. 3d Edition. 14s. 

_ Ethelinde; or the Reclufe of the Lake, by the fame. 

Vals. on Rit. 17s, 0a. : 

Celeftina, a Novel, by the fame. 4 Vols. 14s. 2d Edit. 

Extracts, “elegant, inftrutive, and entertaining, ‘in 
Profe, from the moft approved Authors ; difpofed under 
proper Heads, with a View to the Improvement and 
Amufement of young Perfons, one vol Roy. 8vo. ros 6d. 

Extracts in Poetry; upon the fame Plan, ros. 6d. 

Epitiles, elegant, familiar, and inftructive, felected 
from the beft Writers, ancient and modern; a proper 
Companion to the two preceding Works. gps. 
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Commentaries on the Laws of England. By Judge 
Blackflone. With a Head of the Author. 4 Vols. 4l. 4s. 

** Another Edition, in 4 Vols. 8vo. 11. 103s. - 

Tracts, chicfy relating to the Antiquities of the Laws 
@f England. By Judge Blackfione. 1). 18. 

Reports of Cafes determined in the feveral Courts of 


Weftminfter-Aail, from 17460 1779. Taken and com- 
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piled by the Hon. Sir Wm. Blackflone, Knt. Publithed 

by his Executors; with an Account of his Life. 2 Vols. 

Folio, 31. 3s. 

\ A Digeft of the Laws of England. By the Right Hon: 

Sir John Comyns, Knrt. late Lord Chief Baron of his 

Majeity’s Court of Exchequer. 3d Edit. confiderably en- 

larged, and continued down to the prefent Time, by 

Stewart Kyd, Barrifter at Law, of the Middle Temple. 

6 vols. Royal 8vo, 41. 45. 

Cafes in Crown Law, determined by the Twelve 
Judges ; by the Court of King’s Bench; and by Com-s 
miffioners of Oyer and Tcrminer and General Gaol De- 
Jivery ; from the 4th Year of George II. to the 32d 
Year of Geo. HI. By Tho. Leach, Efq. of the Middle 
Temple, Barrifter at Law, 2d Edit. with Additions. 

Cafes argued and determined in the High Court of 
Chancery, in the Time of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, 
from the Years 1746-7 to 1755, with Tables, Notes, 
and References, By Francis Vezey, Efgq. 2 Vols. 11. 1s. 

d Edit. 

: The Attorney’s Vade Mecum, and Client’s Inftructorg 

treating of Actions: (Such as are now moft in Ufe) of 

profecuting and defending them; of the Pleadings and 

Law, with a Volume of Precedents. By Yobn Afargany 

of the Inner Temple, Barrifter at Law, 3 Vols. 1. 2s. 

_ The Juftice of Peace; or complete Parifh Officer. A 
new Edition, 4 Vols. 11. 10s. By Richard Burn, LL. D. 
Ecclefiaftical Law, by the fame Author. 4 Vols. 11. 8s. 
A new Law Didtionary intended for general Ufe, as 

well as for Gentlemen of the Profeffion. By Richard 

Burn, Li. D. and continued to the prefent Time by 

his Son. .2 Vols. 16s. 

A Digeft of the Law of Actions at Nifi Prius. By 
Hfaac Efpinaffeé, Efq. of Gray’s-Inn, Barrifter at Law, 
2 Vols, (TAs: 


Pattee Yor S rane: 


Domeftic Medicine ; or a Treatife on the Prevention 
and Cure of Difeafes, by Regimen and Simple Medicine. 
By Wm. Buchan, M. D. of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians, Edinburgh, A -new Fdition. 7s 6d. 

*,* This Treatife comprehends not only the Acute, 
but alfo the Chronic Difeafes ; and both are treated 
at much greater Length than in any Performance of 
the like Nature, It likewife contains an Effay on 
the Nurfing and Management of Children; with 
Rules for preferving Health, fuited to the different 
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Situations and Occupations of Mankind. And 
Directions for the Cure of Wounds, the Reduction 
of Fraétures, Diflocations, &c. 

Obfervations on the Epidemical Difeafes in Minorca 
from the Year 1744. to 1749, With a fhort Account of 
the Climate, Produétions, Inhabitants, and Epidemical 
Diftempers of that Ifland. By Geo. Cleghorn, M.D. 
Lecturer of Anatomy in the Univerfity of Dublin. gt 
Edition. 5s. 

F irft Lines of the Theory and Practice of Philofophi- 
cal Chemiftry. By Jobn Berkenbout, M.D. vo. with 
Plates. 7s. 6d. 

The Seats and Caufes of Difeafes, inveftigated by 
Anatomy, in five Books ; ‘containing a great Variety of 
Difletions, with Remarks. Tranflated from the Latiz 
of Fohn Baptif? Morganni, Chief Profeflor of Anatomy, 
and Prefident of the Univerfity of Padua. By Benjamin 
Alexander, M.D. 3 Vols. gto. 11. 1s. 

A full and plain Account of the Gout, from whence 
will be clearly feen the Folly, or the Bafenefs of all Pre- 
tenders to the Cure of it, in which every Thing material 
‘by the beft Writers on that Subject is taken Notice of ; 
‘and accompanied with fome new and important lnftrac- 
tions for its Relief, which the Author’s Experience in 
‘the Gout above thirty Years hath induced him to impart. 
1By Ferd ee! War aes LL.D. 9dsEdit~ 8s: 

A new lnqeiry into the Caufes, Symptoms, and Cure 
ee Patrid and inflammatory Fevers, &e. &c. By Sir 

Win. Fordyce, M.D. 4s. 

The Modern Praclice of Phyfic; or a Method abate 
dicioufly treating the feveral Diforders incident to the 
‘Human Body; together with a Recital of their Caufes, 
Symptoms, Diagnoftics, § Frognottics, and the Regimen 
neceflary to be obfer mee in regard of them. 2 Vols: By 
Fobn Ball, M.D. 2d Edit. corrected and enlarged. 10s. 

K GolleGisn cbCalerand Oblecvations ih ects 
By Wm. Smellie, M. D. 3 Vols. with Cuts, 11. 

An Mectuat of the Methods purfued in the Tieden 
of cancerous and fchirrous Diforders, and other Indu- 
rations. By 7. O. Fufiamond, F. R.S. and Surgeon to 
the Wefiminfler Hofpital. 3s. fewed. 
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Philofophy, Mathematics, Mechanics, Fc. See 


Elements of the Philofophy of the Human Mind. By 
Dugald Stewart, F. R. S. Ed, Profeflor of Moral Philo- 
fophy in the Univeriity of Edinburgh, 4to. 11, 58. 
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Aftronomy explained upon Sir J/aac Newton’s Printt 
les, and made eafy to thofe who have not ftudied the 
Machemaid. To which is added, the Method of find- 
ing the Diltance of the Planets from the Sun by the 
‘Tranfit of Venus over the Sun’s Difk in the Year 1761. 
Thefe Diftances deduced from that Tranfit; and an 
Account of Mr. Hlorrox’s Obfervations of the Tranfie 
in the Year 1639. WUluftrated with 28 Copper-plates: 
A new Edition. 8vo. gs. 

An eaty Introduction to Aftronomy, for young Gen- 
slemen and Ladies ; defcribing the Figure, Motions, and 
Dimenfions of the Earth ; the different Seafons, Gravity 
and Light; the Solar Syftem; the Tranfit of Venus, and 
its Ufe in Aftronomy ; the Moon’s Motion and Phafes, 
the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon; the Caufe of the 
Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea, &c. 3d Edit. 5s. 

Tables, &c. relative to feveral Arts and Sciences. 55 

An Introduétion to Eletricity, in 6 Se€tions. 1. Of 
‘Electricity in general. 2. A Defcription of the Electrical 
Machine. 3. A Defcription of the Apparatus (belonging 
‘to the Machine) for making Electrical Experiments. 4. 
How to know if the Machine be in good Order for per- 
forming the Experiment, and how to put it in Order if it 
be not. 5. How to make the Ele@trical Experiments, 
fand to preferve Buildings from Damage by Lightning, 
6. Medical Ele@tricity, Uluftrated with Plates. 4s. 

LeGtures on felecét Subjects, in Mechanics, Hydrofta» 
tics, Pneumatics, and Optics, with the Ufe of the Globes, 
the Art of Dialling, and the Calculation of the Mean 
Times of New and Full Moons and Eclipfes. 7s. 6d. 

Seleét Mechanical Exercifes, fhewing how to conftruct 
@ifferent Clocks, Orreries, and Sun-Dials, on plain and 
gafy Principles. With feveral Mifcellaneous Articles and — 
Tables. IJliuftrated with Copper-plates. To which is 
prefixed a fhort Account of the Life of the Author. 5s, 

*,* The fix preceding by Fames Fergufon, F. R.S. 

Obfervations on reverfionary Payments; on Schemes 
for granting Annuities to Widows, and to Perfons in old 
Age; on the Method of finding the Value of Affurances, 
on Lives and Survivorfhip ; and an the National Debt. 
To which are added, new ‘Tables of the Probabilities of 
Life; and Effays on the different Rates of Human Mor- 
tality in different Situations; the Influences of great 
Towns on Population ; the Increafe of Mankind; and 
other Subjects in Pofitical Arithmetic, and the Doctrine 
of Annuities. By Richard Price, D. D, F.R.S. A 
new Edition. 2 Vols. 8vo 15s ; 
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The Dorine of Annuities and Affurances on Lives 
and Survivorfhips, flated and explained. By William 
dforgan, AQtuary to the Society for Equitable Aflurances 
on Lives and Survivorihips ; te which is added an In- 
troduction, eddrefled to the Society; alfo an Effay on 
the prefent State of Population in Eugland and Waleg. 
By the Reverend Dr. Price, 6s. 


Agriculture, Botany, Gardening, Se. 


The Univerfal Gardener and Botanift; ora general 
Dictionary of Gardening and Botany ; exhibiting in Bo- 
tanical Arrangement, according to the Linnzan Syftem, 
every Tree, Shrub, and herbaceous Plant that merit 
Culture, either for Ornament or Curiofity, in every 
Department of Gardening, comprifing accurate Direc- 
tions, according to real Practice, for the Management of 
the Kitchen Garden, Fruit Garden, Pleafure Ground, 
Flower Garden, Nurfery, Plantations, Green Hovufe, 
Hot Houfe or Stove, Hot Beds, Forcing Frames, Hot — 
Walls, and Forcing in general ; defcribing the proper 
Situations, Expofures, Soils, Manures, and every Ma- 
terial and Utenfil requifite in the different Garden De- 
partments; together with Practical DireGtions for per- 
forming the various mechanical Onperations of Gardene 
ing in general. By Yhomas Adawe, Gardener to his 
Grace the Duke of Leeds (Author of the Gardener’s 
Calendar}. 31. 7s, | 

The Complete Farmer; or 3 general Ditionary of 
‘Hufbandry in all its Branches ;.containing the various 
Methods of cultivating and improving every Species of 
Land, according tothe Precepts of both the old and new 
Hufbandry. Third Edition, corrected and improved, 
dlluftrated with Copper-plates. 11 5s. ' 

Practical Eflays on Agriculture. Containing an Ac- 
count of Soils, and the Manner of correcting them; 
an Acceunt of the Culture of all Field Plants, includ- 
ing the Artificial Graffes, accerding to the old and new 
Modes of Hufbundry, with every Improvement down 
to the prefent Period; alfo an Account of the Culture 
and Management of Grafs Lands; together with Ob- 
fervations on Enclofures, Fences, Farms and Farm. 
houfes, &c, Carefully collected and digetted from the 
moft eminent Authors, with experimental Remarks. By 
Fames Adam, Ufq. 2 Vols. 145. 
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Every Man his own Gardener ; being a new and niuch 
more complete Gardener’s Calendar than any hitherto 
puntnyes containing not only an Account of what 

ork is nae to be done in the Hot Houfe, Green 
Houfe, Shrubbery, Kitchen, Flower and Fruit Gardens, 
for every Month in the Year, but alfo ample Directions 
for performing the faid Work, according to the neweft 
and moft approved Methods now in Practice amongtt the 
beft Gardeners. In this Edition particular DireCtions 
are given with refpeCt to Soil and Situation. And to the 
Whole are added complete and ufeful Lifts of Forefts 
Trees, Flowering Shrubs, Fruit Trees, Evergreens ; 
Annual, Biennial, and Perennial Flowers; Hot-houfe, 
Green-houfe, and Kitchen Garden Plants; with the 
Marieties of each Sort, cultivated in the Englifh Gar- 
dens. By Thomas Mawe,, Gardener to his Grace the 
Duke of Leeds; and other Gardeners. 6th Edit. 5s. 

The Rural Giconomy of Norfolk; comprifing the’ 
‘Management of Landed Eftates, and the prefent Prac- 
fice of Hufbandry in that County. By Mr. AdZar/all, 
‘4 Vols. 14s. 

- The Reral Geconomy of Yorkfhire, by the fame. 
2 Vols. 14s. , : 
- BSynopfis of the Natural Hiftory of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Containing a fyftematic Arrangement and 
concife Defcription of al] the Animals, Vegetables, and 
Foffils, which have hitherto been difcovered in thefe 
Kingdoms. By Fohu Berkenhout, M.D. 2d Edition. 
2 NV ols.% -T29, 

~Clavis Anglica Linguze Botanice; or a Botanical 
Lexicon. In which the Terms of Botany, particularly 
thofe occurring in the Works of Linnzus, and otheg 
modern Writers, are applied, derived, explained, con- 
trafted and exemplified. By ohn Berkenbout, M. D. 
ad Edition. 6s. é 

Hiftorical and Biographical Sketches of the Progrefs 
of Botany in England, from its Origin to the Intro- 
duction of the Linnzan Syftem. By Richard Paltency, 
M.D, F.LR.S. 2 Vols. 128, . 
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